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PREFACE 

History  is  not  easily  written.  Memories  of  earlier  ages  have  vanish- 
ed; information,  sometimes  all  too  sketchy,  has  faded  with  time.  An 
insight  here,  a  footnote  there,  a  story  remembered — all  these  must  be 
pieced  together.  Jaquelin  Drane  Nash  in  her  history  of  our  neighbor 
church,  Calvary  Episcopal  Church,  has  written: 

Pontius  Pilate's  question,  "What  is  truth?",  is  the  cry  of  every- 
one, beginner  and  experienced  alike,  who  seeks  to  find  out 
historical  fact  and  make  of  it  an  accurate  account  of  things  past. 
Errors  and  contradictions  are  found  printed  on  the  pages  of 
history  and  engraved  on  its  stones.  .  .  .  This  history  is  sure  to  be 
full  of  such  mistakes,  and  doubtless  just  as  many  things  are  left 
out  as  have  been  included,  in  spite  of  every  effort  toward  ac- 
curacy. .  .  . 

Such  are  the  sentiments  of  the  writers  of  this  history  of  Howard 
Memorial  Presbyterian  Church.  But  no  history  has  ever  been  written 
with  more  love  and  joy  than  UPON  THIS  ROCK.  It  was  an  experi- 
ence in  thanksgiving. 

Mary  and  Brookes  Peters  worked  with  untiring  effort  for  many 
months  to  secure  every  available  document,  sessional  record,  individual 
history,  newspaper  account,  letters,  Synod  records,  and  even  oral 
tradition.  Bit  by  bit  the  sources  were  fitted  together.  Each  new  dis- 
covery prompted  delight — often  laughter — but  always  thanksgiving 
that  some  insight  had  been  gained. 

Because  Mary  and  Brookes  moved  from  Tarboro  in  the  early  1940s, 
not  to  return  permanently  until  retirement  in  the  early  1970s,  their 
history  covers  that  period  from  1874  to  1942.  Future  generations  shall 
be  grateful  for  their  diligence  and  faithfulness. 

Their  daughter-in-law,  Frances  McClure  Peters,  became  a  member 
of  Howard  Memorial  in  the  mid-forties  and  takes  up  the  pen  and  the 
history  where  her  relatives  stop.  Having  been  a  child  of  the  manse 
and  an  active  member  of  our  church  in  every  area,  Frances  writes 
with  insight,  knowledge,  and  subtle  humor.  Even  under  a  tight 
schedule  and  with  many  pressures,  she  has  labored  faithfully  and  well, 
as  is  her  custom. 

It  has  been  my  task  to  put  the  two  histories  together,  to  impose 
upon  them  the  present  form,  to  provide  what  information  I  could 


from  church  files  and  records,  and  occasionally  to  add  a  sentence.  Mv 
p-reatest  nriviWe  in  this  exnerience  has  been  to  share  with  Marv. 
Brookes  and  Frances  many  hours  of  conversation:  to  ponder,  laugh, 
erv  and  nrav  together:  but  most  of  all  to  witness  the  strength  of  their 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  Conarea-ation  and  I  are  also  prateful  to  our  church  secretary. 
Virginia  Satterthwaite,  who  labored  on  the  manuscripts  and  to  A. 
Whitfield  Fountain  who  managed  the  publication. 

UPON  THIS  ROCK  ...  the  history  of  Howard  Memorial  Presby- 
terian Church  yet  unwritten  remains  secure. 

Robert  E.  Burns,  III 
The  Manse 

Tarboro,  North  Carolina 
August  23,  1974 
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PART  I 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  UNIVERSAL 

"The  Church's  one  Foundation 

Is  Jesus  Christ  her  Lord; 
She  is  His  new  Creation 

By  water  and  the  word: 
From  Heaven  He  came  and  sought  her 

To  be  His  holy  Bride; 
With  His  own  blood  He  bought  her, 

And  for  her  life  He  died." 

—  Samuel  J.  Stone,  1866 

The  Presbyterian  Church,  while  deriving  her  roots  in  the  Bible,  gets 
her  name  from  her  form  of  government.  Presbyterian  means  literally, 
"governed  by  elders."  The  Greek  word  "presbuteros"  means  "elder". 
A  Presbyterian  church  is  governed  by  elders  elected  by  the  people. 
The  form  of  government,  therefore,  is  called  representative  as  opposed 
to  the  episcopal  and  the  congregational  forms.  ("Year  Book  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  R.  A.  Lapsley,  Jr.,  1916- 
1917.) 

The  origin  of  the  Protestant  Church  begins  with  the  Reformation. 
The  church  does  not  attempt  to  trace  her  history  through  a  long  line 
of  characters  to  the  time  of  the  apostles.  She  does  claim,  however,  that 
the  church  in  their  time  was  governed  by  elders  (Titus  1:5,  James 
5:14,  I  Peter  5:1).  The  word  "elder"  is  used  sixty  times  and  word 
"bishop"  five  times  in  the  New  Testament,  both  referring  to  the  same 
office.  After  the  church  emerged  from  the  superstition  and  error  into 
which  she  had  fallen  during  the  middle  ages  and  Scripture  was  once 
more  given  its  rightful  place  in  religious  teaching,  the  great  majority 
of  the  Reformers  accepted  the  Presbyterian  form  of  government  for 
the  simple  reason  that  it  was  the  Scriptural  form.    (Ibid) 

In  his  Yearbook,  Dr.  Lapsley  writes,  "The  history  of  the  Presby- 


terian  Church  has  been  a  glorious  one.  In  the  early  days  she  walked 
through  the  fires  of  martyrdom  and  through  rivers  of  blood.  The 
Covenanters  of  Scotland  and  the  Huguenots  of  France  are  well  known 
illustrations  of  the  type  of  character  she  produced."  (Ibid)  She  has 
always  stood  for  belief  in  Christ,  the  divine  son  of  God,  belief  in  the 
Bible  as  the  inspired  word  of  God,  and  a  determination  to  carry 
out  with  commitment  and  zeal  Christ's  last  command  to  evangelize 
the  world. 

"The  Presbyterian  Church  has  always  emphasized  the  importance 
of  sound  doctrine.  She  denies  that  a  man  may  safely  believe  in  error 
if  he  is  only  sincere.  She  holds  that  character  depends  on  creed,  as 
fruit  depends  on  root."  (Lapsley)  Our  Creed  is  found  in  our  Standards, 
which  consist  of  the  Shorter  Catechism,  the  Larger  Catechism  and  the 
Westminster  Confession  of  Faith.  These  standards  are  simple  state- 
ments of  the  principal  truths  set  forth  in  the  Bible.  There  is  nothing 
in  it  that  is  not  plainly  taught  in  God's  Word. 

"During  the  Reformation  Martin  Luther  stands  as  one  of  the  great 
heroic  figures  of  the  age,  but  he  did  not  work  out  any  system  of 
theology  or  any  detailed  form  of  church  government.  It  remained  for 
John  Calvin  to  become  the  great  constructive  leader  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, and  to  work  out  from  the  Scriptures  a  profound  system  of 
theology,  known  as  Calvinism,  and  the  representative  form  of  church 
government  which  we  call  Presbyterianism."  So  writes  Dr.  Walter 
Lingle  in  Presbyterians,  Their  History  and  Beliefs. 

Calvin's  work  of  400  years  ago  has  made  an  enormous  contribution 
to  the  civic  as  well  as  to  the  church  representative  form  of  govern- 
ment and  thus  to  the  human  freedom  which  we  enjoy.  It  is  believed 
by  many  that  the  government  of  the  United  States  of  America  is 
patterned  along  the  concepts  which  were  Calvin's.  Ranke,  the  German 
philosopher,  says:  "John  Calvin  was  the  virtual  founder  of  America." 
Bancroft,  the  American  historian,  says:  "He  who  will  not  honor  the 
memory  and  respect  the  influence  of  Calvin  knows  but  little  of  the 
origin  of  American  liberty." 


PART  II 
THE  EARLY  YEARS 

The  Tarboro  Presbyterian  Church,  which  on  May  23,  1909,  was 
named  The  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church,  is  a  part  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  Universal,  and  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Re- 
formed family  of  churches,  affiliated  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
history. 

This  is  the  story  of  a  beloved  Presbyterian  church  which  was  planted 
in  the  late  1800s  in  the  small  town  of  Tarboro,  North  Carolina.  With 
the  exception  of  those  at  Washington,  Goldsboro  and  New  Bern,  there 
was  no  Presbyterian  church  in  this  area  of  eastern  North  Carolina 
embracing  twenty-seven  counties  and  boasting  a  population  of  287,- 
971.  The  town  of  Tarboro,  it  was  believed,  was  already  so  sufficiently 
supplied  with  the  Gospel  that  another  organization  was  not  needed; 
in  fact,  there  was  no  room  for  another  church.  What  a  pity  to  make 
the  attempt!  It  would  be  such  a  waste  of  effort  and  of  money  too! 

It  seemed  useless  to  undertake  a  task  where  success  was  so  remote. 
There  were  so  very  few  Presbyterians  in  the  town  of  Tafboro — none 
in  the  county  of  Edgecombe,  nor  any  in  the  adjoining  counties!  Nor 
was  the  town  of  Tarboro,  at  that  period,  so  soon  after  the  Civil  War, 
regarded  as  a  growing  place.  In  fact,  like  most  places  in  that  section 
of  the  state,  the  advancement  of  material  interests  had  paused  and 
businesses  in  most  branches  were  at  a  standstill.  "It  was  at  this  time, 
in  this  section  and  under  such  conditions  that  a  church  of  a  denomi- 
nation different  from  those  long  established  was  proposed.  This  sketch 
is  the  result  of  that  effort." 

Plans  were  laid  in  prayer,  they  developed  under  the  blessings  of 
God  as  the  church  grew  and  prospered.  And  yet,  so  did  the  church 
grow  in  influence  and  in  numbers  and  in  spiritual  power,  that,  when 
the  congregation  was  permitted  to  celebrate  her  Fiftieth  Anniversary 
in  1924,  theirs  was  the  largest  church  in  the  Presbytery,  the  most 
potent  in  benevolence  and  the  most  energetic  in  its  effort  to  extend 
the  Redeemer's  Kingdom  at  home  and  abroad.  In  the  presbytery  that 
was  called  by  the  Synod  "The  Home  Missionary  Presbytery"  she  stood 


as  preeminently  the  Home  Missions  Church.  (Notes  from  "History 
of  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church,"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  N.  H. 
Summerell;  Synod's  Office,  Raleigh,  N.  C.) 

The  history  of  the  denomination  in  Edgecombe  County,  of  which 
Tarboro  is  the  county  seat,  actually  began  in  the  1750s  with  brief 
mention  in  a  missionary's  journal.  There  followed  a  blank  of  more 
than  a  hundred  years  before  the  Presbyterian  Church  embarked  on  a 
course  of  growth  which  brought  her  to  her  position  of  greatness.  "The 
Reverend  Hugh  McAden,  the  first  known  Presbyterian  missionary  to 
North  Carolina,  came  into  Edgecombe  County  in  1775.  He  wrote  of 
stopping  at  'Mr.  Toole's  on  Tar  River.'  This  home  was  in  the  vicinity 
of  Tarboro — actually  on  his  plantation  at  Shiloh.  There  may  have 
been  Presbyterians  in  the  county  as  late  as  the  Revolutionary  War 
but  historians  have  noted  that  some  of  the  Scottish  merchants  in 
Edgecombe  left  during  that  period  because  they  were  still  loyal  to 
Great  Britian."  (The  Daily  Southerner,  Tarboro,  North  Carolina, 
Bicentennial  Edition,  October  29,  1960.) 

The  next  mention  of  Presbyterians  came  in  1867,  and  therein  lies 
the  story  of  a  church  born  in  prayer,  nurtured  in  love  and  praise,  and 
with  hope  and  promised  assurance  that  they  would,  throughout  the 
ages  to  come,  "not  (be)  disobedient  to  the  heavenly  vision."  Always 
this  little  band  of  Christians  remembered  the  words  of  our  Lord  record- 
ed by  the  apostle  John,  "Ye  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have  chosen 
you,  and  ordained  you,  that  ye  should  go  and  bring  forth  fruit,  and 
that  your  fruit  should  remain."   (John  15:16)  . 


PART  III 

THE  STRUGGLE  FOR  EXISTENCE 

The  first  ten  years  of  the  church  can  well  be  called  "The  Struggle 
for  Existence."  Though  not  unlike  other  young  organizations  there 
was,  nevertheless,  a  struggle  to  keep  it  growing  and  intact.  Like  a 
true  brotherhood,  the  little  handful  of  Presbyterians  fought  valiantly 
the  good  fight  of  faith  and  perserverance,  and  through  them  God 
poured  out  His  blessings  upon  the  church. 

In  the  year  1867,  three  devout  women  of  Tarboro  invited  the 
Reverend  Mr.  P.  H.  Dalton,  pastor  of  the  Washington,  N.  C,  church, 
to  come  to  Tarboro  to  hold  a  preaching  service.  Upon  his  arrival  he 
found  three  women — only  three — who  could  claim  a  Presbyterian 
heritage.  These  three  became  affectionately  known  as  "The  Three 
Annas".  And  they  are  so  known  to  this  day,  one  hundred  years  hence. 

One  of  these  was  the  former  Anna  Ragland  Stamps,  of  Milton, 
N.  C,  who  came  to  Tarboro  as  the  bride  of  Judge  George  Howard. 
The  second  was  the  former  Anna  Home,  of  Marianna,  Florida,  who 
came  with  her  husband,  Dr.  Augustus  McNair.  The  third  was  Anna 
Stronach,  of  Raleigh,  N.  C,  whose  husband,  Professor  Franklin  S. 
Wilkinson,  for  many  years  conducted  a  private  academy  in  Tarboro. 
Three  Godly  women!  How  true  the  promise  that  "Where  two  or  three 
are  gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midst  of  them!" 
(Mat.  18:20). 

Owing  to  the  generosity  of  Methodist  friends,  the  service  was  held 
in  their  church.  Mr.  Dalton  was  so  favorably  impressed  with  the  en- 
thusiasm and  faith  of  the  small  group  that  he,  at  their  invitation, 
agreed  to  hold  services  on  one  Sunday  in  each  month.  In  considera- 
tion of  the  use  of  the  Methodist  church  the  little  band  of  Presbyterians 
bore  the  expense  of  lighting  and  heating  the  sanctuary.  One  member 
made  it  his  glad  duty  to  see  that  wood  for  the  stove  and  oil  for  the 
lamps  were  duly  and  promptly  furnished.  The  arrangement  was  mut- 
ually agreeable  and  for  a  period  of  several  years  the  two  groups  en- 
joyed this  partnership  in  brotherly  good  will. 

On  October  6,  1868,  Mr  Dalton,  with  two  elders  of  the  Washington 
church,  recommended  to  Orange  Presbytery  that  a  church  be  organiz- 


ed  in  Tarboro.  Although  a  committee  was  appointed  to  look  into  this 
they  did  not  immediately  submit  a  report.  In  fact,  there  followed  a 
silence  of  five  years  with  nothing  reported,  even  in  the  minutes  of 
Presbytery.  But  this  we  know — the  Holy  Spirit  was  at  work  with  the 
little  group.  Here  are  some  of  the  fruits  of  His  leading: 

In  1869  the  Town  Commissioners  of  Tarboro  gave  the  Presbyterians 
permission  to  build  a  church  on  the  corner  of  Lot  No.  64  in  the  old 
town  cemetery,  the  congregation  to  pay  an  annual  rent  of  one  dollar. 
By  July,  1870,  $2,500  had  been  raised  by  individuals  and,  in  addition 
to  this  amount,  $1,000  had  been  donated  by  the  townspeople.  (Bi- 
centennial Edition,  "The  Daily  Southerner".)  In  1874  a  handsome 
building,  designed  in  Gothic  style  by  "The  Three  Annas"  and  costing 
$5,500,  was  erected  on  the  southeast  corner  of  St.  Patrick  and  St. 
James  Streets. 

Thus,  the  five  silent  years  were  not  idle  ones.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
little  congregation  wanted  to  have,  at  the  time  of  organization,  a 
church  building  ready  for  occupancy.  Only  then  could  they  appear 
on  the  floor  of  Presbytery  a  full-fledged  church,  ready  to  assume  her 
duties  as  the  newest  member.  What  a  fitting  gift  to  our  Lord,  who  had 
so  lovingly  led  them!  A  church  ready  for  services  of  praise  to  God, 
even  before  it  was  organized! 

"On  Friday,  February  13,  1874,  the  committee  met  in  Tarboro. 
The  Reverends  J.  W.  Primrose,  E.  H.  Harding  and  L.  C.  Vass  were 
present.  The  names  of  others  do  not  appear.  Dr.  E.  H.  Harding,  of 
Milton,  N.  C.,  preached  the  dedicatory  sermon  on  that  Friday  night. 
On  Saturday  night  the  Reverend  Mr.  Vass  will  speak  and  the  church 
will  be  organized.  On  Sunday  morning  the  newly  elected  elders  and 
deacons  will  be  ordained.  Mr.  Joseph  Potts,  of  Washington,  and  Mr. 
George  Allen,  of  New  Bern,  ruling  elders,  were  in  attendance.  There 
were  twenty   four  names  enrolled,   sixteen   residing   in   Tarboro   and 


eight  in  Rocky  Mount,  Wilson  and  Weldon.  The  charter  members, 
who  were  residents  of  Tarboro  were  as  follows: 

Captain  Orren  Williams  Miss  Allie  Terrell 

E.  R.  Stamps  Mrs.  J.  D.  dimming 

Captain  J.  D.  dimming  John  J.  White 

Samuel  N.  dimming  Henry  A.  Walker 

Mrs.  Sallie  Drew  Lewis  Walker 

Mrs.  Anna  Stamps  Howard  Mrs.  Anna  Wilkinson 

Miss  Mellie  Hanks  Mrs.  J.  H.  Mabry 

Miss  Margaret  Rankin  Mrs.  Anna  H.  McNair 

Those  residents  of  Rocky  Mount  were:  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Arrington, 
Miss  Martha  F.  H.  Fountain,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Octavius  R.  Sadler;  of 
Wilson:  Mrs.  Olivia  Barnes,  Mrs.  Ella  M.  Green,  Miss  Alice  Thorn; 
of  Weldon:  Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Ponton. 

Officers  were:  J.  D.  dimming  and  H.  A.  Walker,  elders;  E.  R. 
Stamps  and  Orren  Williams,  deacons. 

"On  Sunday  these  were  ordained,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Cum- 
ming,  who  had  served  as  an  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Wilmington,  N.  C."  (This  information  is  recorded  in  Dr.  Summerell's 
notes  and  other  papers  of  Mrs.  R.  C.  Brown.)  Thus  equipped,  the 
church  began  her  life  as  servants  of  Jesus  Christ. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  THOMAS  J.  ALLISON 

1875  -  1877 

The  congregation  called  as  their  first  pastor  a  young  man,  Licen- 
tiate T.  J.  Allison.  Orange  Presbytery  met  in  Tarboro  on  November 
18,  1875,  and  ordained  and  installed  him  as  pastor.  For  a  period  of 
two  years  he  served  faithfully  and  well.  The  church  regretted  his 
leaving  to  take  over  another  field. 


is 


THE  REVEREND  MR.  D.  C.  RANKIN 

1877  -  1879 

In  1877,  Mr.  Allison  was  succeeded  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  D.  C. 
Rankin,  who  served  as  pastor  until  1879,  when  he  resigned  to  accept 
a  call  to  serve  as  head  of  the  Presbyterian  School  for  Negroes    (later 


7 

tmsBnm 


named  Stillman  College)  at  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama.  "He  was  a  very 
diligent  man — tall  and  very  thin,  while  his  wife  was  quite  short  and 
quick  in  her  movements.  Mr.  Rankin  had  married  a  widow  who  had 
one  son,  Lowndes  Curtis,  who  became  a  candidate  for  the  ministry, 
later  becoming  a  very  useful  minister."  So  wrote  an  unknown  his- 
torian in  "A  Short  History  of  Presbyterian  Church  of  Tarboro,  N.  C." 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  L  H.  BALDWIN 

1879  -  1880 

In  1879,  Mr.  L.  H.  Baldwin  came  to  the  church  from  Newark,  New 
Jersey.  He  remained  for  only  one  year  when  in  1880,  he  accepted  a 
call  from  Colley  Memorial  Church,  Atlantic  City,  Virginia,  now  a 
part  of  Norfolk,  Virginia. 

"Mr.  Baldwin  had  been  a  Methodist  minister,  his  Presbyterian  wife 
being  credited  with  his  change.  His  Flower  Sermon  was  one  his  con- 
gregation never  forgot.  The  text  was  'We  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf.'  As 
he  proceeded  he  stood  with  a  multi-colored  flower  bouquet  in  his  left 
hand  and  took  first  a  rose  holding  it  in  his  right,  and  recited  all  the 
texts  he  could  find  in  the  Bible  about  roses.  Then  he  threw  the  flower 
on  the  floor  and  put  his  foot  on  it,  simply  repeating  the  text;  and 
then  he  took  a  lily,  threw  it  down,  put  his  foot  on  it  and,  repeating 
his  solemn  text,  took  up  a  blade  of  grass.  When  he  had  proceeded  but 
a  little  way,  the  humor  of  the  strangeness  of  the  sermon  had  gripped 
the  audience  so,  before  he  had  used  up  all  the  bouquet,  he  saw  that  his 
sermon  was  not  having  the  proper  effect,  so  he  brought  his  remarks 
to  a  close.  But  there  is  no  record  that  any  other  'Flower  Sermon'  was 
ever  attempted  by  him  or  any  other  pastor  of  the  Tarboro  church." 
(Author  unknown,  "A  Short  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Tarboro,  N.  C.) 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  ROBERT  AUSTIN  WAILES 

1880  -  1882 

The  reverend  Mr.  Robert  Austin  W7ailes  became  pastor  of  the 
church  in  1880.  A  warm,  understanding  man,  he  endeared  himself  to 
the  church  and  community.  After  two  years  of  dedicated  service  God 
called  him  to  a  larger  field  of  service  in  the  Church  Invisible. 

It  was  during  Mr.  Wailes'  ministry  that  the  building  of  a  manse  was 
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begun  on  the  north  boundary  of  St.  Andrew  Street.  An  interesting 
article  which  appeared  in  "The  North  Carolina  Presbyterian,"  pub- 
lished December  16,  1885,  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  has  this  to 
say: 

"About  six  or  seven  years  ago  the  ladies  of  the  Tarboro  church  met 
to  organize  a  'Sewing  Society',  whose  object  was  to  build  a  manse. 
Though  it  was  an  immense  undertaking  for  eight  ladies,  they  began. 
With  help  from  others,  though  mainly  by  their  personal  efforts,  the 
manse  was  completed  in  the  summer  of  1883,  with  a  debt  of  $470 
upon  it. 

"Response  to  another  appeal  for  assistance  came  from  a  few  sym- 
pathizers abroad — notable  $25  from  friends  in  Scotland.  The  debt 
began  to  decrease,  till  last  week,  by  a  successful  effort,  the  whole 
balance  due  was  cancelled.  And  a  neat  cottage  for  their  minister  is  the 
reward  of  their  perseverance  and  energy.  This  summer  (1885)  an 
addition  was  made  to  the  house  which  increases  its  comfort  and  con- 
venience. It  is  understood  that  the  gentlemen  of  the  congregation  are 
to  assume  the  cost  of  these  improvements." 

Thus,  little  by  little,  this  small  congregation  now  possesses  an 
eighteen-hundred  dollar  manse.  If  more  congregations  would  think  of 
the  power  of  'littles',  remembering  that  a  manse  equals  a  one-hundred- 
and-fifty  dollar  subscription  to  the  minister's  salary — and  would  go 
to  work  in  earnest — the  Synod's  report  would  show  in  five  years  an 
increase  of  fifty  per  cent  in  the  number  of  manses." 

As  we  recall  the  work  of  the  women  in  making  possible  the  build- 
ing of  the  first  manse,  let  us  go  further  into  their  work  in  this  early 
period.  The  following  excerpts  are  taken  from  the  "History  of  the 
Women's  Work  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Tarboro,  N.  C."  (1939) 
by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Winslow,  a  great  Christian  who  has,  during  her  years 
of  service  in  the  Tarboro  church,  singly  enriched  and  blessed  each 
life  her  own  has  touched: 

"Of  the  sixteen  charter  members  of  the  church  eight  were  women. 
The  lives  of  these  tell  the  story  of  the  church  at  work  at  that  time.  Of 
these  eight  women  only  four  remained  to  establish  homes  in  Tarboro 
and  from  three  of  these  homes  the  children,  the  grandchildren  and  the 


great  grandchildren  are  faithful  and  influential  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  at  home  and  elsewhere." 

"In  1895  there  was  an  organization  called  The  Ladies  Foreign  Mis- 
sion Society  with  a  written  constitution,  officers  and  a  regular  pro- 
gram. Names  of  the  members  of  this  society  in  the  year  1895,  were: 
Mrs.  J.  N.  H.  Summerell,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Pender,  Mrs.  George  Howard, 
Mrs.  George  Howard,  Jr.,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Bryan,  Mrs.  F.  S.  Royster,  Mrs. 
J.  M.  Baker,  Mrs.  Anna  Wilkinson,  Mrs.  Thad  Hussey  (Mary  Eleanor 
Jarvis)  ,  Mrs.  Don  Williams,  Mrs.  Orren  Williams,  Mrs.  J.  D.  Morton 
and  Mrs.  Zoeller.  Number  of  members — 13;  total  dues  contributed  for 
the  year — $25.95.  The  amount  was  augmented  during  the  year  by 
free-will  offerings  until  the  total  became  $46.94.  With  two  exceptions, 
this  entire  amount,  including  postage  and  money-order  fees,  seems  to 
have  been  paid  out  to  a  missionary  in  Mexico  named  Miss  Virginia 
Lee.  The  other  items  of  expense  were:  a  minute  book,  25  cents,  and  a 
gift  of  $5.00  to  a  Mexican  girl.  In  1896,  the  gifts  were  about  $10  more, 
money  still  being  sent  to  Miss  Virginia  Lee." 

"By  1898  the  organization  had  become  the  'Ladies  Home  and 
Foreign  Missionary  Society." 

"The  W7oman's  Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Union  of  Albemarle 
Presbytery  was  organized  on  September  23,  1898,  during  a  meeting 
of  Albemarle  Presbytery." 

"In  April,  1913,  the  Missionary  Union  of  Albemarle  Presbytery  met 
in  Tarboro  in  the  beautiful  new  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church." 

"In  April,  1914,  the  Women's  Auxiliary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Tarboro  was  organized  along  the  plans  of  the  Woman's  Council; 
the  church  year  to  begin  in  April.  The  officers  for  the  year  1914-1915 
were: 

President Mrs.  J.  M.  Baker 

First  Vice  President Mrs.  H.  T.  Bryan 

Second  Vice  President ._    ____Mrs.  George    (Lizzie  Rawls)    Howard 

Secretary Mrs.  T.  J.    (Mary  Davis)    Farrar 

Treasurer Mrs.  F.  G.  Davis 
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The  following  secretaries  were  elected: 

Mrs.  John  Tate Local  Home  Missions 

Mrs.  H.  T.  Bryan Young  Peoples'  Work  and  Sunday 

School  Extension 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Taylor General  Assembly's  Home  Missions 

Mrs.  Ed.  Roberson Christian  Education  and  Ministerial 

Relief 
Mrs.  R.  B.  Peters  (Sr.)  Foreign  Missions. 

"There  was  at  this  time  a  children's  society  called  'Daughters  of 
the  Covenant,'  later  known  as  the  'Miriams'.  Their  leaders  were: 
Miss  Effie  Vines  (Mrs.  E.  D.  Gordon)  and  Miss  Pauline  Powell  (Mrs. 
Thomas  Hadley  Sanders.) 

"March  22,  1915,  was  the  beginning  of  the  first  Week  of  Prayer. 
Ladies  were  appointed  for  each  afternoon,  and  special  prayer  was  made 
for  our  foreign  missions  work  and  that  God  would  open  the  hearts  of 
all  the  people  in  our  church  to  the  great  need  for  money  to  carry  on 
the  work.  Earnest  Prayer  was  made  for  the  recovery  of  our  beloved 
pastor,  Mr.  Ballou.  The  self-denial  offering  was  sixty  two  ($62) 
dollars. 

"On  April  1,  1915,  the  Reverend  James  E.  Ballou  passed  into  the 
Great  Beyond  and  on  April  7  the  meeting  was  turned  into  a  memorial 
service  for  him.  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hart,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Pender,  Mrs.  H.  T. 
Bryan,  Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell  and  Mrs.  W.  S.  Wooten  were  appointed  to 
write  a  tribute  of  esteem. 

"In  1917  the  Birthday  Offering  amounted  to  $25.00.  This  was  sent 
to  Mr.  Lewis  Lancaster  to  be  used  by  him  for  the  work  in  China.  In 
his  letter  of  appreciation  Mr.  Lancaster  wrote  that,  owing  to  this  gift, 
he  was  able  to  open  a  school  in  a  town  of  5,000  people.  The  money, 
with  a  little  help  from  the  outside,  would  run  the  school  for  a  whole 
year. 

"In  1919  the  women  held  a  booth  at  the  great  Coastal  Plain  Fair  in 
Tarboro.  And  what  a  wealth  of  good  food,  efficient  management, 
willing  work  and  cheerful  cooperation  went  in  and  out  of  that  booth! 
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"The  minutes  record  the  following:  After  all  bills  were  paid  there 
was  a  balance  of  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars  on  hand.  It  was  de- 
cided to  give  $100  to  the  manse  at  Pinetops,  $125  for  an  organ  at 
Nahalah,  $100  to  the  Junior  Auxiliary  in  Tarboro,  and  to  install  a  new 
electric  range  in  the  manse  for  Mrs.  Lapsley." 

In  the  words  of  Mrs.  Winslow;  ""Those  days  are  past.  The  Tattooed 
man  and  the  fat  lady,  the  hungry  friends  and  relatives  no  longer  par- 
take of  the  bountiful  Presbyterian  food  at  the  Fair  Grounds.  It  served 
its  day  and   now  the  ladies'  organization  has  moved   on   into   other 

spheres." 

Not  mentioned  in  this  early  history,  was  $300,  which  was  given  to 
purchase  the  chimes  for  the  organ.  The  success  of  this  venture  would 
have  been  impossible  without  the  generous  aid  of  Mr.  David  Pender, 
a  former  member  of  the  Tarboro  church  and  later  the  owner  of  a 
prosperous  chain  of  grocery  stores  known  first  as  the  "D.  P.  Stores" 
and  later  as  the  "Colonial  Store,  Inc." 


12 


PART  IV 

THE  ERA  OF  EXPANSION 

THE  REVEREND  DR.  J.  N.  H.  SUMMERELL 

1883  -  1895 

The  second  period  in  the  church  may  well  be  called  "The  Era  of 
Expansion."  A  notable  pastorate  began  in  1883  with  the  coming  of 
the  Reverend  Mr.  J.  N.  H.  Summerell.  The  new  manse,  built  and 
almost  completed  during  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Wailes,  was  made  ready 
for  its  first  occupants,  the  Summerells. 

Dr.  Summerell  gave  to  the  church  her  missionary  vision.  It  is  im- 
possible in  this  sketch  to  give  an  estimate  of  this  great  man.  Suffice 
it  to  say,  he  has  touched  this  section  of  the  state  for  Presbyterianism 
as  few  men  could  have  done.  Greatly  revered  and  beloved,  his  Chris- 
tian witness  will  endure  throughout  the  ages. 

In  1883,  when  Dr.  Summerell  came,  there  were  only  twenty-three 
members  of  the  church,  hence  he  was  able  to  share  his  ministry  with 
Rocky  Mount,  Wilson  and  Weldon.  Through  his  evangelistic  zeal, 
churches  were  started  at  these  points  and  outpost  work  conducted  at 
Greenville,  Nahalah    (organized  in  1880) ,  Leggett  and  Falkland. 

OLIVET 

In  response  to  a  request  from  Presbytery  that  each  mission  endeavor 
to  establish  an  outpost  Sunday  School,  Dr.  Summerell  and  interested 
members  from  the  Tarboro  congregation  in  1890  started  a  Sunday 
School  at  Leggett,  a  few  miles  north  of  Tarboro.  Mr.  Theodore  Foun- 
tain, later  an  elder,  donated  the  use  of  an  upper  room  over  his  store 
where  the  first  worship  services  were  held. 

Captain  J.  J.  Whitehurst,  an  elder  from  the  Tarboro  church,  became 
the  first  Sunday  School  Superintendent.  He,  with  Captain  R.  C. 
Brown,  also  an  elder,  were,  with  others,  pioneers  in  the  work  there. 
Those  who  served  with  them  were:  Miss  Sallie  Brown  (Mrs.  R.  B. 
Peters) ,  Miss  Anna  McNair  (Mrs.  H.  T.  Bryan)  ,  Miss  Minnie  Thomas 
(Mrs.  Austin  Williamson) ,  Mr.  Williamson,  Miss  Alice  Howard  (Mrs. 
Job  Cobb)  and  Mr.  Harry  Smith.  Mr.  Howard  gave  the  group  trans- 
portation over  the  often  muddy  roads  with  his  faithful  horse  "Buck- 
shot," which  throughout  the  years  was  available  to  the  workers. 
(Summerell  history) 
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On  April  10,  1892,  a  church  building  which  had  been  erected  was 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  our  Lord.  The  congregation  named  it 
"Olivet".  The  dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Alexander  Sprunt.  Further  information  may  be  secured  in  the  "History 
of  William  and  Mary  Hart  Presbyterian  Church"  by  Mrs.  O.  G. 
Gulley. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  up  to  the  year  1889,  the  churches  of  this 
area  were  a  part  of  Orange  Presbytery.  Albemarle  Presbytery,  which 
embraces  the  northeastern  section  of  the  state,  was  organized  Novem- 
ber 20,  1889,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Goldsboro.  At  that 
meeting  Dr.  Summerell  was  elected  Stated  Clerk.  (See  Hough's  his- 
tory, "Daily  Southerner",  August,  1944.) 

An  outstanding  event  in  the  life  of  the  Tarboro  church  was  the 
meeting  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  there  in  1893. 

Dr.  Summerell  continued  to  serve  the  Tarboro  Presbyterian  Church 
until  1895  when,  after  a  glorious  ministry,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Anderson,  South  Carolina. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  JOHN  B.  MORTON 

1895  -  1902 
In  1895  the  Reverend  Mr.  John  B.  Morton  came  to  the  church 
from  Winter  Park,  Florida.  He  continued  the  splendid  work  of  his 
predecessor. 

Mr.  Morton  was  a  genial  man,  happy  in  his  disposition,  and  a  good 
preacher.  Under  his  ministry  the  work  in  Tarboro,  Olivet,  Greenville 
and  Falkland  grew  and  prospered.  Mr.  Morton  served  the  church 
until  1902.  It  was  during  his  ministry  that  Mr.  George  Howard  united 
with  the  church  and  became  a  potent  factor  in  shaping  her  policies. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  RALPH  W.  ALEXANDER 

1902  -  1910 

In  1902,  Mr.  Morton  was  succeeded  as  pastor  by  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Ralph  W.  Alexander,  who  served  the  church  until  1910. 

He  was  a  great  pulpit  orator  who  inspired  his  audiences  to  great 
endeavor.  Mr.  Alexander  continued  the  work  of  his  predecessor,  con- 
ducting the  work  at  Nahalah  and  Olivet  but  discontinuing  that  in 
Pitt  County-Greenville  and  Falkland. 
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RUNNYMEDE 

It  was  in  1904,  during  the  early  part  of  Mr.  Alexander's  ministry, 
that  an  outstanding  work  was  begun  in  the  Runnymede  section  of 
Tarboro.  This  work  was  nurtured  by  succeeding  pastors  and  workers 
from  both  the  Tarboro  church  and  the  Runnymede  congregation.  The 
two  earliest  workers  there  were:  Mrs.  Job  Cobb  and  Mr.  R.  B.  Peters, 
Sr.  The  writer  of  "History,  Cobb  Presbyterian  Church"  states: 

"Runnymede  Sunday  School  was  organized  March  6,  1904,  by  the 
following  members  of  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church:  the 
Rev.  R.  W.  Alexander,  pastor;  Harry  Smith,  elder;  Mrs.  Alice  Howard 
Cobb,  Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Jones,  Miss  Kate  Fairley  and 
Mr.  R.  B.  Peters. 

"The  school  was  organized  and  conducted  in  one  end  of  the  old 
machinery  building  of  the  original  fair  ground  at  Runnymede  .  .  .  The 
property  for  the  chapel  was  given  by  the  Howards.  .  .  ." 

"Among  the  first  teachers  at  Runnymede  were:  Harry  Smith,  R.  B. 
Peters,  Mrs.  Alice  Cobb,  Miss  Alice  Pender  (Mrs.  E.  Y.  Webb) ,  Miss 
Rachel  Gaskins,  Miss  Laura  Powell  (Mrs.  David  Caldwell) ,  Miss 
Young  (Mrs.  Ashby  Wiggins) ,  Miss  Susan  Wooten  (Mrs.  Howard 
Summerell  Hussey) ,  Mr.  Jesse  Evans,  Mr.  George  Howard,  Mrs.  C. 
T.  Marrow,  Mrs.  Arthur  Clark,  Mrs.  Ed.  Purvis,  Miss  Ora  Lee  Brown 
(Mrs.  E.  Frank  Andrews) ,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Lapsley,  Miss  Kate  Johnston 
and  Mr.  George,  Jr."  Like  true  servants  of  Christ  they  labored  faith- 
fully and  unselfishly,  living  to  realize  many  of  the  fruits  of  their  labors. 

Among  the  numerous  Christian  attributes  possessed  by  the  Runny- 
mede congregation  none  excelled  their  joyous  enthusiasm  in  singing 
praises  to  God. 

In  1907,  a  small  but  adequate  frame  building  was  erected  and 
dedicated  January  12,  1908.  As  the  congregation  increased  wings  were 
added.  This  building  served  well  until,  at  a  much  later  date,  the  in- 
terior was  extremely  renovated  and  the  church  building  brick  veneer- 
ed. The  name  chosen  by  the  congregation  when  it  was  organized  into 
an  independent  church  was  "Cobb  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church." 

ANDERSON'S 

During  Mr.  Alexander's  ministry,  Mr.  W.  Stamps  Howard,  a  deacon 
in  the  Presbyterian  church,  at  his  request,  was  officially  appointed  by 
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the  session  to  start  a  Sunday  School  at  Anderson's  store  near  Leggett. 
Mr.  Howard,  genuinely  loved,  devoted  many  years  of  his  life  watching 
this  field  grow  and  develop,  always  working  faithfully  and  effectively 
for  his  Lord. 

OLIVET 

Meanwhile  the  growing  work  begun  at  Olivet  by  Mr.  Summerell 
needed  help.  At  Olivet's  request,  the  session  of  the  Tarboro  church 
appointed  Mr.  W.  A.  Hart  to  serve  there.  Mr.  Hart  moved  his  mem- 
bership to  Olivet  and  soon  afterward  was  elected  an  elder  there.  He 
lavished  his  devotion  on  that  church  and  became  her  generous  bene- 
factor. 

In  the  meantime  Olivet  wished  to  become  an  independent  church. 
A  handsome  brick  building  was  erected  and  they  called  as  their  first 
pastor,  the  Reverend  Mr.  H.  M.  Wilson. 

On  April  10,  1927,  the  church  was  dedicated  to  the  glory  of  God. 
The  dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  R.  A. 
Lapsley,  Jr. 

At  the  close  of  the  service  the  congregation,  with  one  accord,  voiced 
its  wish  to  name  the  church  in  memory  of  the  two  little  children  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hart  had  lost  by  death,  "William  and  Mary  Hart  Presby- 
terian Church". 

The  most  important,  happiest  endeavor  enjoyed  by  the  Tarboro 
Presbyterian  Church  was  the  building  of  a  new  and  handsome  church 
during  the  latter  period  of  Mr.  Alexander's  pastorate.  This  is  the  story 
of  its  beginning: 

On  Sunday  morning,  October  1,  1905,  following  the  communion 
service,  Mr.  George  Howard  made  an  announcement  which  gladdened 
the  hearts  of  all.  "The  Howard  family,"  he  said,  "would  like  to  erect  a 
new  church  building  to  the  glory  of  God  and  in  loving  memory  of  their 
parents,  Judge  George  Howard  and  his  wife,  Anna  Ragland  Stamps 
Howard."  The  members  of  the  family  were:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Howard 
Baker,  Mrs.  Mary  Howard  Clark,  Mrs.  Alice  Howard  Cobb,  Mrs. 
Harriet  Howard  Holderness,  Mr.  George  Howard  and  Mr.  W.  Stamps 
Howard.  The  generosity  of  this  family  inspired  the  congregation  to 
strive  for  greater  service  to  the  Lord,  who  had  poured  out  His  blessings 
so  lavishly  upon  them.  (Except  for  the  handsome  Wilton  carpet  given 
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by  Mrs.  J.  M.  Baker  and  memorials  given  the  church  furnishings  and 
the  organ  were  given  by  the  congregation.) 

Immediately  the  old  church  was  carefully  moved  to  its  new  home 
on  the  corner  of  Church  and  Wagner  Streets,  where  it  has  been  in  con- 
tinuous use  by  the  congregation  of  the  Eastern  Star  Baptist  Church. 
The  large  pump  organ,  with  its  beautiful  gold  and  blue  pipes,  was 
placed  in  St.  Paul's  A.M.E.  Zion  Church  on  the  corner  of  St.  David 
and  Granville  Streets. 

Our  Jewish  friends  invited  us  to  use  their  synagogue  on  Main  Street 
for  worship  while  the  church  was  being  built.  We  gladly  accepted  their 
hospitality  and  did  so  until  the  building  was  ready  for  occupancy.  The 
friendly  gesture  of  these  friends  will,  throughout  the  years,  be  remem- 
bered— for  sympathy,  concern  and  love  never  die. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  these  words  taken  from  the  session  minutes 
of  April  18,  1909: 

"In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  heirs  of  the  late  Judge  George 
Howard  and  his  estimable  wife,  Mrs.  Anna  S.  Howard,  have  built 
a  beautiful  church  as  a  memorial  to  their  memory  we,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Tarboro  Presbyterian  Church,  do  hereby  petit r on  the 
Presbytery  of  Albemarle,  now  in  session  at  Enfield,  N.  C,  to 
change  the  name  of  our  church  from  the  Tarboro  Presbyterian 
Church  to  the  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church,  and  do 
hereby  authorize  the  elders  of  the  Tarboro  Presbyterian  Church 
to  sign  this  petition  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  congregation." 

And  from  the  minutes  of  April  28,  1909: 

"A  letter  .  .  .  was  received,  notifying  us  at  the  above  meeting  of 
Presbytery  our  petition  .  .  .  was  granted." 

HOWARD  MEMORIAL  PRESBYTERION  CHURCH  DEDICATED 

On  May  23,  1909,  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  was 
dedicated  to  God.  Those  taking  part  in  the  service  of  dedication  were: 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Ralph  W.  Alexander,  pastor,  the  Reverend  J.  N.  H. 
Summerell,  D.D.;  the  Reverend  Mr.  E.  L.  Siler,  the  Reverend  Dr.  W. 
D.  Morton,  Mr.  F.  S.  Royster,  the  Honorable  Henry  Groves  Connor 
and  Mr.  J.  E.  Kelly.  "The  Daily  Southerner"  (May  24,  1909)  records 
the  dedication  service: 
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"The  services,  after  an  organ  prelude  by  Mr.  Robt.  Rawls,  began 
with  the  singing  of  the  doxology,  Traise  God  from  whom  all  blessings 
flow  .  .  .' 


"Then  followed  an  earnest  invocation  by  Rev.  W.  D.  Morton,  D.D.; 
of  Rocky  Mount.  A  choir  of  20  voices  sang  the  anthem,  'Except  the 
Lord  build  the  house.'  Hymn  No.  196,  'All  hail  the  power  of  Jesus' 
name!'  was  then  sung.  Scripture  readings:  24th  Psalm,  I  Kings  8: 20-30 
and  I  Kings  1:9,  most  appropriate  selections,  by  Rev.  J.N.H.  Sum- 
merell,  D.D.;  followed. 

"The  Prayer  of  Dedication  by  Rev.  R.  W.  Alexander,  the  pastor,  was 
a  classic  in  appropriateness  and  diction.  After  the  Offertory,  'How 
amiable  are  thy  courts,'  and  Hymn  No.  64,  'O  day  of  rest  and 
gladness',  was  delivered  the  Dedicatory  sermon  by  the  Rev.  E.  L. 
Siler,  of  High  Point.  His  delivery  is  easy  and  graceful  and  the  argu- 
ment that  he  drew  from  his  quintuple  text  was  strong  and  satisfying. 
From  Luke  10:42,  he  found  there  was  'One  thing  needful,'  respecting 
devotion  to  God,  as  Mary  chose  and  not  Martha;  From  John  9: 25, 
'One  thing  I  know'.  Those  who  have  Christ  have  felt  His  spirit  and 
have  known  him,  just  as  did  the  blind  man  whose  sight  he  had  re- 
stored. 'Whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see;'  From  Psalm  27:4,  'One  thing 
have  I  desired',  as  David  did,  to  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  the 
days  of  my  life  and  enquire  of  His  temple;  From  Mark  10:21,  'One 
thing  thou  lackest',  as  did  the  good  young  man  who  had  kept  the 
commandments,  but  had  not  given  to  the  poor,  given  himself  wholly  to 
God,  and;  From  Philippians  3: 13,  'But  this  one  thing  I  do',  pressing 
toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus." 

With  this  quintet  of  unities  he  pointed  out  the  Christian's  duty 
with  an  eloquence  that  moved  his  hearers." 

"The  church  was  then  formally  dedicated.  While  the  audience  stood 
these  words  were  said,  the  minister  saying  those  in  italic  type,  the 
congregation  those  in  caps: 
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Holy,  Blessed  and  Glorious  Trinity; 

three  persons  in  one  God: 
TO  THEE  WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 

Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ:  Our 

father  which  art  in  Heaven: 
TO  THEE  WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 

Son  of  God,  the  Only  Begotten  of 

the  Father,  Head  of  the  Body,  which 

is  the  Church:  Head  over  all  things 

to  the  Church:  Prophet,  Priest  and 

King  of  Thy  people: 
TO  THEE  WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 

God,  the  Holy  Ghost  proceeding  from  the 

Father  and  the  Son;  given  to  be  our 

abiding  Teacher  and  Giver  and 

Comforter;  Lord  and  Giver  of  Life; 
TO  THEE  WE  DEDICATE  THIS  HOUSE. 

"Arise,  O  Lord  into  Thy  rest,  Thou  and  the  ark  of  Thy  strength. 
Let  Thy  servants  be  clothed  with  righteousness,  and  let  Thy  people 
shout  for  joy.  Put  Thy  Name  in  this  place.  Let  thine  eyes  be  open 
toward  it;  and  hearken  unto  the  supplications  of  Thy  people  when 
they  shall  pray  toward  this  place  and  hear  Thou  in  heaven  Thy 
dwelling  place;  and  when    Thou  hearest,  forgive.  Amen." 

The  dedication  of  the  church  was  impressive,  as  was  the  charge  of 
Rev.  E.  L.  Siler  to  the  trustees  when  he  delivered  the  keys  to  the 
church.  The  dedicatory  anthem  was  followed  by  Hymn  No.  408,  "From 
every  stormy  wind  that  blows".  The  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
was  administered  and  the  Rev.  H.  C.  Nelson  pronounced  the  benedic- 
tion. 

The  dedicatory  prayer  offered  by  Mr.  Alexander  is  no  longer  avail- 
able. It  must  have  been  like  a  prayer  offered  many  years  later  by  a 
son,  the  Rev.  Mr.  William  Wooten  Peters,  of  this  church  at  the 
dedication  of  the  renovated  sanctuary  in  the  Graham  Presbytery 
Church,  Graham,  North  Carolina: 
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"Almighty  God, 
we  call  on  Thee  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
Behold  this  church.  May  it  become  indeed  the 

church  of  our  dreams  — 
The  church  of  the  warm  heart,  of  the  open  mind,  of 
the  adventurous  spirit; 
the  church  that  cares,  that  heals  hurt  lives, 
that  comforts  old  people,  that  challenges  youth; 
that  knows  no  divisions  of  culture  or  class, 

no  frontiers,  geographical  or  social; 
the  church  that  inquires  as  well  as  asserts, 
the  church  of  the  Master,  the  church  of  the  people, 

the  high  church,  the  broad  church,  the  low  church  — 
high  as  the  ideals  of  Jesus,  low  as  the  humblest  human: 

a  working  church,  a  worshipping  church, 
a  church  that  interprets  the  truth  in  terms  of  truth, 
that  inspires  courage  for  this  life  and  hope 
for  the  life  to  come; 
a  church  of  all  good  men  —  The  Church 
of  the  Loving  God. 
Amen. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  JAMES  EUSTACE  BALLOU 

1910- 1915 

In  1910  the  congregation  called  as  pastor  a  young  man  just  out  of 
Seminary,  James  Eustace  Ballou.  He  was,  as  a  friend  testified,  "A  man 
of  gentle  birth  and  manner,  without  guile  and  with  an  eye  single  to 
the  glory  of  God."  It  was  during  his  pastorate  that  the  old  manse  was 
sold  and  the  house  across  from  the  new  church  secured  to  serve  in  its 
place,   (see  "Edgecombe  County  Chronicle",  September  28,  1966.) 

The  death  of  Mr.  Ballou  on  April  1,  1915,  was  a  distinct  loss  to  our 
church,  a  personal  one  to  each  member  of  the  congregation.  His  warm, 
loving  and  understanding  heart  gave  proof  to  the  belief  that  Christian 
love  will  live  forever. 
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PINETOPS 

In  "Albemarle,  Yesterday  and  Today",  by  James  Woodrow  and 
Archie  F.  Hassell  record  this:  "The  Pinetops  Presbyterian  Church  is 
another  of  the  many  examples  of  the  fruit  of  Home  Mission  (s)  work. 
In  the  horse-and-buggy  days  of  the  early  1900s  the  Rev.  W.  D.  Mor- 
ton, then  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Rocky  Mount,  (not 
to  be  confused  with  Mr.  John  B.  Morton  of  the  Tarboro  church) 
used  to  drive  over  rough  unpaved  roads,  preaching  here  and  there  in 
Edgecombe  and  Nash  Counties.  One  of  these  points  was  Pinetops.  In 
1910,  Dr.  Morton  organized  the  little  band  of  eleven  Presbyterians  into 
a  church.  The  Sunday  School  came  a  year  later,  and  the  Young 
People's  group  in  1914." 

"Both  Rocky  Mount  First  and  Howard  Memorial  (Presbyterian 
churches)  gave  the  young  organization  encouragement  and  help  in  its 
early  development." 

During  Mr.  Ballou's  ministry,  in  1911  two  couples  from  Howard 
Memorial  Presbyterian  Church,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Johnson  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harry  Smith,  joined  workers  from  the  Pinetops  congrega- 
tion in  starting  a  Sunday  School  there.  For  many  years  these  couples 
served  faithfully  and  were  held  in  high  esteem. 

Bolstered  with  strong  Christian  leadership  from  the  Pinetops  con- 
gregation, the  work  became  fruitful — so  much  so  that  in  1915,  the 
Presbytery  of  Albemarle  formally  organized  the  church.  A  handsome 
new  building  was  erected  and  the  church  soon  became  one  of  the 
finest  and  strongest  of  the  smaller  churches  of  the  Presbytery. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  LEWIS  H.  LANCASTER 

June  —  August  1915 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Ballou  the  church  was  supplied  in  an  ac- 
ceptable manner  by  the  Reverend  Lewis  H.  Lancaster.  He  consented 
to  stay  only  for  a  short  time  as  he  was  awaiting  a  call  to  the  Mission 
Field  in  China.  While  here  he  endeared  himself  to  our  people  and  it 
was  with  regret  that  we  gave  him  up.  He  was  stated  supply  from  June- 
August  1915. 
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He  was  born  in  Sooschow,  China,  January  16,  1891,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Hampden-Sydney  College  in  1909,  and  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia,  in  1915.  After  leaving  Tarboro  he  went 
to  China  to  teach  New  Testament  in  Nanking  Theological  Seminary. 

Coinciding  with  the  period  when  Mr.  Lancaster  was  here,  a  Sunday 
School  for  Negro  children  was  begun  by  Mrs.  H.  T.  Bryan.  The  school 
was  held  in  Keech  Town,  West  Tarboro,  in  the  home  of  Mrs.  Lucy 
Gray,  a  fine  Christian  woman.  As  the  little  school  grew,  Mr.  George 
Howard  gave  them  the  use  of  a  small  building.  The  organ  folded  to 
the  size  of  a  suit  case.  (The  writer  of  this  sketch  played  it  often, 
especially  while  Mr.  Joseph  Mack  was  our  assistant  pastor. — Ed.) 
Mrs.  Bryan  worked  diligently  and  well  with  these  people  who  became, 
because  of  her,  leaders  of  their  own  people  in  the  church  and  civic 
community.  One  young  girl  was  sent  by  the  church  to  study  at  the 
Presbyterian  School  for  Negroes  (Stillman  College)  at  Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.  The  children  and  grandchildren  of  these  former  Sunday 
School  pupils  ever  since  have,  in  our  community,  demonstrated  honor, 
integrity  and  industry  of  the  highest  type. 
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PART  V 

THE  MISSIONARY  VISION 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  ROBERT  A.  LAPSLEY,  JR. 

1915- 1922 

In  1915,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  A.  Lapsley,  Jr.,  became  pastor 
of  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church.  A  brilliant,  energetic  man 
and  equally  gifted  with  personal  charm,  he  was  known  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  preachers  in  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Church. 

During  his  ministry  of  seven  years  the  church  grew  by  leaps  and 
bounds.  New  preaching  points  and  Sunday  Schools  were  established 
at  Oakland,  Mildred  and  Hart  Mill.  The  Rev.  Daniel  Iverson  records 
much  of  this  activity  in  his  history  of  the  church. 

During  the  difficult  days  of  World  War  I,  Mr.  Lapsley  served  well 
Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  and,  in  addition,  held  regular 
services  at  Nahalah,  Pinetops,  Runnymede,  Anderson's  and  Oakland. 

In  six  years  the  church  nearly  trebled  its  membership.  Three 
hundred  and  thirty-four  members  were  received,  many  coming  from 
the  mission  points.  It  was  during  his  pastorate  that  a  handsome 
education  building  was  erected  in  1920,  on  the  church  property.  That 
building  stood  until  1956,  when  it  was  demolished  to  make  room  for 
the  present  one. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Lapsley  a  fruitful  and  happy  mission 
work  was  begun  at  Oakland,  near  the  town  of  Speed,  N.  C.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  George  Howard,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Bryan  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thad 
Hussey  were  the  teachers.  Mrs.  Hussey  played  the  piano  for  all  the 
worship  services.  One  of  the  devoted  members  of  Howard  Memorial 
Presbyterian  Church  grew  up  in  the  Oakland  section.  She  is  Mrs.  John 
Cherry  who,  before  her  marriage,  was  Miss  Eva  Grimes.  This  is  her 
testimony  as  to  what  this  mission  meant  to  her:  "From  Mrs.  Bryan, 
my  teacher,  I  learned  so  many  good  things  to  live  by, — and  I  still  do 
to  this  day." 

Home  Missions!  What  a  responsibility!  WThat  a  joy  to  be  used  to 
mold  young  lives  into  true  followers  of  Christ! 

Let  us  note  too,  the  mission  at  Mildred,  N.  C.  These  classes  were 
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conducted  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Todd,  a  deacon  in  Howard  Memorial  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  supported  by  the  dedicated  help  of  Mrs.  Anna 
Baker  Fenner  and  Mrs.  Alice  Pender  Taylor   (Webb)  . 

Mrs.  Clarence  Johnson  held  night  Bible  Class  meetings  for  women 
at  Hart  Mill. 

The  work  at  Nahalah  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  George  Howard,  super- 
intendent of  the  Sunday  School,  Mrs.  H.  T.  Bryan,  teacher,  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Edward  Curry,  assistant  minister,  and  Mr.  George 
Howard,  Jr.,  who  for  several  years  taught  the  Bible  Class  there. 

Olivet,  Runnymede,  Pinetops,  Anderson's,  Oakland,  Mildred,  Naha- 
lah! What  a  glorious  offering  to  Him  who  has  said,  "be  thou  faithful 
unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life."    (Rev.  2: 10)  . 

An  active  Christian  Endeavor  Society  became  a  part  of  the  church 
during  Mr.  Lapsley's  pastorate.  Dr.  George  Howard,  of  Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.,  wrote,  "A  large  group  of  us  went  to  Charlotte  for  a  state  conven- 
tion in  some  kind  of  bus,  with  banners  on  the  side,  and  we  created 
quite  a  stir!  I  do  not  remember  many  of  the  leaders.  I  should  say  that 
with  me  was  Walton  Sugg — he  was  very  active — and  Mr.  W.  C. 
Bogey  .  .  .  We  had  a  strong  group  and  it  went  well  for  quite  a  while." 

Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  has  been  ably  aided  in  the 
work  of  the  missions  by  assistants — young  ministers  and  seminary 
students — Godly  young  men,  whose  influence  and  witness  to  our 
Lord's  love  have  left  their  mark  for  righteousness  upon  all  ensuing 
generations.  These  were: 

Edward  Curry 

O.  C.  Williamson 

Lewis  H.  Lancaster 

F.  F.  Jones 

H.  D.  Nelson 

Daniel  P.  McGeachy,  Jr. 

N.N.  Fleming 

John  Osman  (served  as  interim  pastor  1942-1943) 

John  L.  Yandell 

Paul  Nickell 

Paul  Warner 

Joseph  B.  Mack 

John  Newton  Thomas 

J.  Norton  Dendy 
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THE  REVEREND  MR.  DANIEL  IVERSON 

1922  -  1926 

Mr.  Lapsley  was  succeeded  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Daniel  Iverson,  a 
young  man  of  Scandinavian  descent,  who,  with  his  beautiful  and 
helpful  wife  Vivian,  came  to  us  from  the  Tenth  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Church,  Charlotte,  N.  C.  A  man  deeply  committeed  to  his  Lord,  he 
brought  to  the  church  youthful  enthusiasm,  energy  and  outstanding- 
talents.  A  handsome,  charming  and  magnetic  man,  he  was  generously 
gifted  in  preaching,  music,  a  flair  for  organization  and  deep  love  for 
children.  He  organized  the  first  Daily  Vacation  Bible  School  of  this 
church. 

In  less  than  two  years  after  his  coming  approximately  200  members 
were  received  into  the  church  and  mission  outposts  in  the  area. 

MAYO'S 

Many  years  previous  to  his  coming,  a  Sunday  School  had  been 
begun  at  Mayo's  School  House.  Dr.  Summerell,  with  his  warm  friend, 
Capt.  R.  C.  Brown,  an  elder  in  the  Tarboro  church,  carried  on  this 
work  for  a  while.  Because  of  the  distance  from  Tarboro  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  winter  roads  the  work  was  discontinued. 

It  fell  to  Mr.  Iverson's  happy  lot  to  reactivate  the  work.  And  what 
a  glorious  work  it  was!  In  a  Baptist  and  Christian  Church  community, 
it  boasted  not  a  single  Presbyterian.  Serving  with  Mr.  Iverson  were: 
Mrs.  Clarence  Johnson,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brookes  Peters,  Jr.,  the  Honor- 
able Richard  G.  Allsbrook,  teacher  of  the  Men's  Bible  Class,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Herman  Kenickle,  friends  who  came  to  Tarboro  with  the  Iver- 
sons,  Mrs.  Willie  Wagner  and  Miss  Gertrude  "Duck"  Moye  whose 
car  was  always  available  to  help  transport  the  workers. 

In  connection  with  the  early  days  of  "Mayo's"  we  must  not  fail  to 
mention  Mr.  W.  L.  Doughtie,  who  embodied  the  spirit  of  the  Sunday 
School.  Sunday  after  Sunday  he  came  driving  a  team  of  mules  hitch- 
ed to  a  spring  wagon  filled  with  all  the  children  he  could  muster  from 
the  surrounding  country  side.  After  he  bought  a  Model  T  Ford  he 
became  distressed  because  there  would  not  be  room  for  all  the  chil- 
dren. But  when  Sunday  School  time  rolled  around  here  he  came  with 
children  standing  on  the  running  boards,  while  others  were  literally 
packed   inside.   When    the    beautiful    JohnsonMemorial   Presbyterian 
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Church  was  built  and  organized  Mr.  Doughtie  became  its  first  elected 
elder. 

It  is  fitting  here  that  we  express  tribute  to  Mrs.  Johnson  and  the 
work  she  did  for  the  many  years  at  Mayo's.  Long  after  the  initial 
teachers  moved  on  to  other  work  in  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  others  took  their  places  at  Mayo's,  she  continued  to 
go  every  Sunday,  carrying  with  her  encouragement,  concern  and  love. 
The  handsome  church  was  the  gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarence  Johnson 
and  when  it  was  dedicated,  it  was  given  the  name,  "Johnson  Memorial 
Presbyterian  Church".  In  her  will  Mrs.  Johnson  left  money  to  build 
the  education  building.  Since  the  day  she  joined  the  Church  Invisible 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  S.  A.  McConkey,  has  held  high  the  torch  there  for 
her  Lord. 

Liberality,  from  the  beginning,  has  been  the  hallmark  of  the  people 
of  this  church.  The  church  has  been  liberal,  not  only  in  its  support 
of  the  denominational  work,  but  also  in  its  work  at  home.  A  memorial 
cottage,  "Howard  Cottage",  was  built  by  the  Howard  family  at 
Barium  Springs  Orphanage.  One  of  the  church  members,  Mrs.  Job 
Cobb,  supported  a  missionary  to  Mexico,  our  then  assistant  minister, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  O.  C.  Williamson.  Another  member  supported  a  Home 
Missionary  in  Bryson  City,  N.  C.  The  Women's  Auxiliary  partially 
supported  a  missionary  in  China.  These  are  just  a  few  of  the  gifts 
which  came  from  hearts  dedicated  to  our  Lord's  work. 

In  1924,  during  Mr.  Iverson's  pastorate,  Howard  Memorial  Presby- 
terian Church  celebrated  her  Fiftieth  Anniversary.  Mr.  J.  L.  Yandell 
was  assistant  minister  and  Mr.  Robert  M.  Rawls  organist. 

It  is  fitting  to  pay  tribute  to  Mr.  Rawls.  In  1909,  when  the  hand- 
some three-manual  Austin  organ  was  purchased  at  the  price  of  $5,500, 
it  was  he  who  made  the  selection,  he  who  had  the  foresight  and  good 
taste  to  select  an  instrument  which  would  endure  throughout  the  ages. 

It  is  also  proper  to  pay  tribute  to  the  choirs  he  trained.  Their  music 
brought  untold  blessings  to  the  church.  These  choirs,  through  the 
years,  boasted  an  unusually  large  number  of  trained  solo  voices. 
People  came  from  near  and  far  to  hear  them  sing.  And  today,  if  you 
will  listen  very  closely,  you  may  hear  the  church  walls  echo  the  music 
of  "From  Olivet  to  Calvary"  and  Gaul's  "The  Holy  City". 
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We  recall  with  pleasure  the  piano  and  organ  duets  Mrs.  Speir  and 
Mr.  Rawls  played  during  worship  services. 

Toward  the  conclusion  of  his  history,  Mr.  Iverson  writes:  "Although 
this  church  may  not  boast  in  ancestral  dignity  of  her  direct  connection 
with  the  Church  of  Scotland;  while  she  cannot  connect  herself  as  an 
organization  with  the  early  history  of  our  denomination,  yet  she 
stands  today  as  a  church  with  a  vision  that  few  churches  have  and 
with  a  work  accomplished  of  which  few  churches  in  our  Synod  can 
boast." 

It  was  with  deep  regret  to  the  congregation  that  Mr.  Iverson  left 
us  in  1927,  to  become  pastor  of  a  church  which,  under  his  ministry, 
became  one  of  the  largest  Presbyterian  churches  in  the  Assembly  — 
Shenandoah  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Florida. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  THOMAS  LYTTLETON  HARNSBERGER 

1927  -  1929 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Lyttleton  Harnsberger  became  pastor 
in  1927,  after  serving  many  years  as  a  missionary  in  China.  A  loving, 
compassionate  man,  he  inspired  us  with  a  fresh  and  genuine  missionary 
spirit.  He  was  a  superb  pastor  to  his  flock  and  in  two  short  years 
blessed  and  helped  to  make  us  more  fit  for  the  Master's  use.  His  wife, 
the  former  Agnes  Woods,  daughter  of  missionary  parents,  brought 
with  her  helpfulness,  attractiveness,  gaiety  and  charm. 

Never  was  there  a  happier  greeting  than  that  given  to  these  two 
and  their  children.  They  had  come  out  of  China  with  almost  nothing 
of  material  value.  The  entire  church  became  involved  in  furnishing 
the  manse  for  them.  Furniture,  lamps,  rugs,  china,  silver,  linens  and 
prized  artifacts,  which  make  a  home  beautiful,  were  there  in  abund- 
ance. On  the  chilly  afternoon  of  their  arrival  they  were  greeted  by  a 
blazing,  cheerful  fire  in  the  living  room.  The  refrigerator  was  well  filled 
with  delectable  food  and  a  maid  was  in  the  kitchen  preparing  their 
evening  meal.  All  through  his  ministry  his  heart  overflowed  with 
gratitude  and  love  to  Him  who  had,  through  us,  made  all  this  pos- 
sible. 

It  was  with  regret  that  we  had  to  give  up  this  family  in  1929  in 
order  for  them  to  return  to  their  work  in  China. 
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They  left  Tarhoro  as  they  had  come — empty-handed  as  far  as 
material  possessions  were  concerned.  It  was  Mr.  Harnsberger's  great 
pleasure  to  give  to  others  most  of  his  personal  belongings.  To  Frank 
Ballard,  one  of  our  teen-agers,  he  gave  his  watch  which  even  today, 
years  later,  is  worn  by  him  with  affection  and  gratitude. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  CHESTER  ALEXANDER 

1930  -  1942 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Chester  Alexander  became  pastor  of  Howard 
Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  in  1930,  and  the  church  grew  rapidly 
under  his  ministry.  No  minister  has  ever  come  to  a  community  who 
was  more  universally  respected,  admired  and  loved. 

A  familiar  sight  was  his  ministry  to  many  people  of  our  town, 
especially  on  mornings,  as  he  walked  our  down-town  streets.  Once 
when  someone  complained,  kTt  looks  like  Mr.  Alexander  ought  to 
spend  more  time  preaching,"  another  replied,  "Like  St.  Francis  of 
Assisi,  he  preaches  as  he  walks." 

Mr.  Alexander's  primary  interest  and  love  was  for  the  young  people 
of  the  church.  And  they  returned  this  love  a  hundred-fold.  In  1930 
the  church  had  never  had  a  professionally  trained  director  of  Chris- 
tian Education.  Members  from  the  Auxiliary,  with  the  approval  of  the 
minister,  served  as  adult  advisers.  For  several  years  Mrs.  John  Porter 
and  Mrs.  A.  D.  Mizell  worked  with  the  Youth  group.  They  were 
followed  by  Mrs.  J.  Howard  Brown.  Genuinely  loved,  the  work  of 
these  advisors  was  both  happy  and  rewarding.  For  several  summers 
the  young  people  enjoyed  outings  and  conferences  at  Bath,  N.  C, 
Bay  View  and  Bear  Grass.  Chaperones  and  instructors  at  Bay  View 
included  Mrs.  Mizell,  Mrs.  Whitney  Bridgers  and  Mrs.  Ed  Purvis. 

Mrs.  Brown  was  succeeded  as  adult  advisor  by  Mrs.  Brookes  Peters, 
Jr.  For  a  number  of  years  two  great  conferences  were  held  each  June, 
Synod's  Young  People's  Conference  at  Davidson  College,  and  Presby- 
tery's Conference  at  Peace  College  in  Raleigh.  Such  was  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  Tarboro  group  and  so  great  the  attendance  at  Peace  the  direc- 
tors suggested  that  in  the  future  we  not  send  so  many.  Nothing 
daunted,  they  continued  to  go — and  the  challenges  and  inspiration 
found  there  fitted  them  for  inspired  service  in  the  church.  One  of  the 
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young  men  who  attended  the  conference  at  Davidson  confided  to  the 
adult  advisor,  "As  I  walked  the  paths  on  the  Davidson  campus  I  felt 
that  God  was  walking  beside  me." 

Mr.  Alexander  always  attended  the  Presbytery's  Conference  at 
Peace  College,  as  did  the  adult  advisor,  who  served  as  counsellor  and 
pianist. 

Although  her  many  years  of  fruitful  service  had  been  spent  as  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  School  of  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church,  Mrs.  C.  C.  Todd,  daughter  of  Captain  Orren  Williams,  a 
charter  member  of  the  church,  after  moving  to  Rocky  Mount  served 
for  two  years  as  counsellor  and  teacher  at  both  Synod's  and  Presby- 
tery's conference. 

Another  member  of  the  church,  Miss  Mary  Marshall  Farrar  (Mrs. 
Prescott  Martin)  ,  served  as  a  counsellor  at  Peace.  Dearly  loved,  her 
presence  delighted  and  strengthened  us  all. 

We  would  be  ungrateful  if  we  failed  to  praise  our  esteemed  sexton 
for  many  years,  the  Reverend  Mr.  Charles  Branch.  His  names  for  the 
Alexanders  were,  "Mr.  Alec"  and  "Mrs.  Zander".  Each  Sunday  morn- 
ing he  sat  in  the  vestible  of  the  church  listening  to  the  sermon,  in  the 
afternoon  preaching  it  in  his  own  church.  So  interested  and  helpful  was 
he  in  the  work  of  the  Young  People's  League  that  they,  in  order  to 
express  their  gratitude,  presented  him  with  a  handsome  gold  cross, 
which  he  wore  with  pride  on  his  watch  chain. 

Among  the  many  activities  enjoyed  by  the  Young  People's  League 
none  was  more  prized  than  the  youth  choir.  Everyone  who  entered 
the  eighth  grade  in  school  automatically  became  a  member  of  this 
choir,  directed  by  Mrs.  Peters  and  accompanied  at  worship  services 
on  the  organ  by  Mrs.  George  Howard,  Jr.,  who  served  well  as  organist 
for  a  period  of  two  years  before  moving  with  her  family  to  Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. 

The  church  also  boasted  a  junior  choir,  which  added  much  to  the 
joy  of  worship.  This  choir,  also  directed  by  Mrs.  Peters,  was  accom- 
panied on  the  piano,  both  for  rehearsals  and  performances,  by  a 
beloved  member  of  the  church — one  who  has  continually  blessed  us 
with  her  music  and  her  life — Mrs.  Ashley  C.  Speir.  The  junior  choir 
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will  best  be  remembered  for  the  simple  and  beautiful  cantata,  "The 
Child  Jesus,"  which  they  sang  in  1938,  at  the  Christmas  Service. 

The  worship,  the  fun,  the  challenges,  the  renewed  dedication  to  their 
Lord,  the  joy,  the  hope  and  the  love,  daily  are  evidenced  in  the 
Christian  lives  of  these  young  people  who  today  are  serving  and 
remembering. 

The  church  was  saddened  in  1942,  when  Mr.  Alexander  left  to 
assume  a  new  work  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Burlington, 
N.  C. 

Mr.  Alexander  was  known  throughout  the  church  courts  as  a 
peace-maker.  His  death  came  suddenly,  at  the  close  of  the  communion 
service  just  after  he  had  greeted  at  the  church  door  every  member  of 
the  congregation.  The  Reverend  Mr.  William  Matthew  Lake,  black 
pastor  of  the  Ebenezer  United  Church  of  Christ,  Burlington,  North 
Carolina,  reminisced  about  Mr.  Alexander: 

"He  was  the  closest  friend  I  had.  When  I  heard  the  news  of  his 
death  on  that  July  Sunday,  I  wondered  why  anyone  so  good  and 
so  lovable  had  to  be  taken  from  us.  I  figured  there  must  have 
been  an  awful  argument  in  heaven,  and  the  Lord  said,  'We  need 
Chester  Alexander  here  in  a  hurry!'  " 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  TEACHERS 

To  call  the  roll  of  all  the  Sunday  School  teachers  and  superinten- 
dents who  have  made  the  church  great  would  be  an  impossibility  for 
this  writer.  While  their  names  are  not  on  this  printed  page,  we  believe 
they  are  written  in  the  heart  of  God  and  that  the  Christian  truths  they 
imparted  to  the  young  lives  in  their  care  will  forever  guide  those  chil- 
dren in  greater  and  more  consecrated  service  to  their  Lord. 

We  salute  these  teachers!  Truly  God  used  them  as  channels  of  bless- 
ing through  which  His  love  has  flowed! 

"No  printed  word  nor  spoken  plea 

Can  teach  young  hearts  what  men  should  be, 
Not  all  the  books  on  all  the  shelves, 

But  what  the  teachers  are  themselves." 
— Arthur  Guiterman. 

BOY  SCOUTS 

In  the  middle  1920s  the  church  sponsored  a  Boy  Scout  troop.  The 
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leader  was  Sam  MeConkey,  who  served  well  for  a  period  of  six  years. 
During  the  summers  a  school  bus  was  procured  to  transport  the 
Scouts  to  various  camp  sites  —  Pamlico,  Morehead,  Brown's  Island, 
Marshallberg,  and  later  Cape  Lookout.  Sam  deserves  warm  praise 
for  the  fine  results  he  and  his  Scouts  accomplished  in  those  early,  form- 
ative years. 

In  1934  Dail  Holderness  became  Scoutmaster  of  the  Troop-#19. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Chalmers  "Ching"  Marrow,  who  served  in  that 
capacity  from  1935-1942.  The  first  Scout  to  attain  the  rank  of  Eagle 
was  Frank  Ballard. 

Herbert  Taylor  served  as  Scoutmaster  during  the  years  1936-1942 
at  Runnymede — later  Cobb  Memorial.  He  continues  to  support  them 
on  their  merit  badges. 

The  first  recipient  of  the  Silver  Beaver  award  was  Brookes  Peters, 
to  whom  it  was  presented  by  the  East  Carolina  Council  in  1940. 

In  1943  E.  B.  Fowlkes  became  Scoutmaster  of  the  church-sponsored 
troop.  In  1945  Troop  19  and  troop  56  sponsored  by  Calvary  Episcopal 
Church  combined  to  form  Troop  49.  Over  the  years  a  number  of  Pres- 
byterian men  have  provided  capable  leadership:  1950-1954,  G.  D. 
Miller;  1958,  J.  E.  Reed;  1960,  Craven  Summerell;  1966-1973,  R.  B. 
Peters,  III,  G.  T.  Pate  is  currently  serving  as  Scout  Master. 

R.  B.  Peters,  III  must  be  singled  out  for  his  distinguished  service 
not  only  to  the  troop  but  to  the  East  Carolina  Council.  Some  thirty 
years  after  his  father  received  the  Silver  Beaver  Award,  the  same 
honor  was  conferred  upon  him.  In  1950,  the  Silver  Beaver  award 
was  received  by  H.  Dail  Holderness. 

Under  Scoutmaster  Peters'  leadership  the  rank  of  Eagle  was  con- 
ferred upon  the  following  church  members:  Douglas  McDonald  Har- 
rison, William  Waggoner  Lawerence,  Robert  Brookes  Peters,  IV,  and 
William  Fountain  Winslow.  Some  years  earlier  Henry  Gregory  Mar- 
row also  earned  the  Eagle  award. 

While  Mr.  Peters  served  as  Scoutmaster  and  under  the  direction 
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of  the  Rev.  Robert  E.  Burns,  III,  the  God  and  Country  Award  was 
presented  in  1969,  to  William  Waggoner  Lawerence  and  Robert 
Brookes  Peters,  IV,  in  1973,  to  John  Irving  Brooks,  III,  and  in  1974, 
to  Norris  Woodruff  Smith,  Jr. 

After  eight  years  of  service  as  Scoutmaster,  Bob  Peters  has  been 
replaced  by  George  Pate.  During  the  long  years  of  scouting  in  Howard 
Memorial,  there  have  been  numerous  Scout  Leaders  from  the  ranks 
of  our  Presbyterian  family  and  from  the  community.  No  history  of 
scouting  would  be  complete  without  appreciation  expressed  for  the 
long  and  excellent  service  of  Peter  J.  Long.  Scouting  remains  a  vital 
part  of  the  church's  youth  program.  In  1972,  a  Cub  Pack  was  begun 
at  the  church.  The  interest  of  Mrs.  D.  H.  Gaskill  (Mabel)  has  kept 
the  pack  moving.  She  has  been  diligent  and  patient  in  her  labors. 
Though  the  church  has  never  sponsored  a  Girl  Scout  Troop,  each 
year  the  Cadet  Scouts  use  the  facilities  for  their  meetings.  With  con- 
tinued capable  leadership  the  program  will  produce  young  men  of 
character,  strength  and  faith. 
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PART  VI 
THE  MIDDLE  YEARS 
THE  REVEREND  MR.  ROBERT  SPENCER  HOUGH 
May  15,  1944  to  April  8,  1951 

Following  the  ministry  of  Chester  Alexander  which  ended  in  Octo- 
ber, 1942,  the  church  remained  vacant  for  over  a  year  and  a  half. 
The  Session  appointed  Elders  J.  C.  Gardner,  H.  H.  Palmer  and  J.  T. 
Sadler  to  serve  as  a  pulpit  supply  committee.  During  the  following 
months  the  church  was  ably  served  by  faculty  and  students  from 
Union  Theological  Seminary,  including  Drs.  J.  N.  Thomas,  Ernest 
Thompson,  Donald  Miller,  Balmer  Kelly,  Dockery  Brown,  and  John 
Osman,  Fellow  Students  at  UTS. 

Serving  on  the  pulpit  committee  who  labored  to  secure  a  new  pastor 
were:  Rawls  Howard,  Jr.,  R.  B.  Peters,  Jr.,  M.  L.  Cromartie,  Mrs. 
S.  N.  Harrell  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Porter. 

At  the  same  time  Dr.  J.  H.  Brown  chaired  a  committee  searching 
for  an  assistant  Pastor  to  work  with  mission  churches.  In  early  1943, 
the  Reverend  J.  W.  Walkup  was  secured  for  this  position  and  under 
his  leadership  a  program  of  renovation  and  beautification  was  under- 
taken at  Runnymede  Chapel.  On  May  14,  1944,  Runnymede  Chapel 
was  organized  as  a  church  with  Mr.  Walkup  as  Pastor.  The  name 
"Runnymede"  was  changed  to  "Cobb  Memorial",  in  honor  of  Mrs. 
Job  Cobb  (nee  Alice  Howard)  who  so  faithfully  served  as  pianist, 
Sunday  School  teacher  and  in  many  other  capacities  for  so  many 
years.  At  the  request  of  the  pastor  of  Cobb  Memorial  thirty-six  mem- 
bers of  Howard  Memorial  were  dismissed  to  unite  with  the  newly 
organized  church. 

In  one  of  the  older  histories  of  the  church  it  was  noted  that  with  the 
coming  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Robert  S.  Hough,  a  new  chapter  began 
in  the  life  of  Howard  Memorial.  Mr.  Hough  began  his  service  to  the 
church  on  May  15,  1944,  after  having  served  the  Capitol  View  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  was  the  church's  thirteenth 
pastor.  Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell  in  her  history  described  Mr.  Hough  as  "an 
exemplary  student  of  God's  Word  and  an  expository  preacher." 

Following  the  end  of  World  Wrar  II  and  the  return  of  many  service- 
men and  their  families  to  our  community  and  under  the  leadership 
of  the  minister,  the  church  grew  and  served  a  vital  role  in  the  com- 
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munity.  Mrs.  J.  C.  Gardner  wrote  in  her  historical  notes:  "Under 
his  splendid  leadership  there  has  been  marked  spiritual  growth.  He 
is  a  most  able  minister  and  as  a  pastor  his  interest  in  his  whole  con- 
gregation and  his  deep  sympathy  with  those  in  trouble  have  served 
to  undergird  with  a  greater  spirit  of  cooperation  and  interest  among 
his  congregation.  As  a  leader,  he  has  opened  new  avenues  of  service 
among  all  ages." 

In  early  1945,  Mr.  Hough  organized  a  recreational  program  among 
the  Young  People.  The  basement  of  the  Sunday  School  building  was 
well  equipped  and  furnished  as  recreation  center,  called  "Teen  Tav- 
ern." Members  of  the  Women's  auxiliary  chaperoned  the  meetings. 

May  13,  1945,  was  set  aside  as  a  day  of  prayer  and  Thanksgiving 
for  victory  in  Europe  and  in  supplication  for  Divine  support  in  the 
continuing  war  in  Japan. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  at  the  close  of  the  war  years  the  congrega- 
tion adopted  a  budget  (1946)  for  current  expenses,  $9,760;  for  benev- 
olences, $3,500.  During  the  fall  of  1945  the  congregation  empowered 
the  Trustees  of  the  Church  to  reinvest  funds  on  hand.  Particularly 
they  were  instructed  to  invest  the  $5,000  Royster  Home  Mission 
Fund  in  real  estate  provided  the  income  from  same  would  be  used 
for  local  Home  Missions. 

Mr.  Hough's  helpmate,  the  former  Mary  Wacaster,  supported  not 
only  her  husband  but  all  efforts  of  the  church  as  well.  She  was  an  out- 
standing Bible  teacher  and  served  as  official  teacher  of  the  Women's 
Bible  Class.  Her  loyalty  in  the  choir  and  beautiful  devotionals  are 
especially  remembered.  In  their  home  there  always  awaited  a  warm 
welcome.  During  the  Christmas  season  it  was  their  custom  to  hold 
open  house.  All  who  attended  were  always  filled  with  the  true  spirit 
of  Christmas. 

In  the  1946  officer  elections,  M.  J.  Moye,  George  B.  Moore,  L.  H. 
Fountain  and  Herbert  H.  Taylor,  Jr.  were  elected  Elders.  In  this  cen- 
tennial year  they  continue  to  be  active  in  the  life  of  the  church.  It 
was  in  that  year  that  the  rotation  of  the  Diaconate  was  approved 
by  the  congregation.  The  number  of  Deacons  was  set  at  twenty  and 
the  length  of  terms  was  designated  as  five  years,  four  persons  to  be 
elected  yearly.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  rotation  of  the  Elders 
was  not  instituted  until  January  1969. 
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One  of  the  most  outstanding  accomplishments  of  1946  was  the 
furnishing  and  equipping  of  an  up-to-date  Nursery  Department.  Under 
the  direction  of  Mrs.  T.  J.  Porter  (nee  Emilie  Rose  Brown)  and  Mrs. 
John  Cherry,  assistant,  the  Nursery  provided  a  great  service  to  the 
Sunday  School  in  that  it  allowed  young  mothers  to  join  a  class. 

The  Youth  work  of  the  church  continued  to  prosper  under  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Bramham  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Youngblood.  Once  a  month  circles  served  refreshments  to  the  groups. 
At  Christmas  time  Miss  Janie  Allsbrook  used  both  groups  in  a 
lovely  Christmas  pageant.  The  Youth  continued  to  attend  Youth 
conferences  at  Peace  College  and  within  the  Presbytery. 

On  February  15,  1948,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Congrega- 
tion to  authorize  the  sale  of  as  many  stocks,  bonds  and  other  evi- 
dences of  credit  as  may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Trustees,  to  use  money 
from  such  sale  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot  and  erecting  of  a  house,  not  to 
exceed  $9,000.  This  house  was  to  be  offered  to  Cobb  Memorial  and 
Johnson  Memorial  Churches  as  a  Manse  for  their  minister  for  a  rea- 
sonable rent.  Income  from  the  project  was  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Presbytery  treasurer  of  Home  Missions.  The  Royster  Fund  was  ab- 
sorbed in  the  cost  of  the  erection  of  the  manse.  In  1948,  a  lot  was 
purchased  and  a  very  comfortable  home  was  built  on  South  Howard 
Circle.  Its  first  occupant  was  the  Reverend  Mr.  A.  R.  Martin.  The 
rental  arrangement  between  Cobb  and  Johnson  continued  until  1968, 
when  the  property  was  deeded  to  the  Trustees  of  Cobb  Memorial 
Church. 

Prior  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hough's  arrival  in  Tarboro,  in  October  1943, 
the  manse  on  the  corner  of  St.  James  and  St.  Patrick  Streets  was 
sold  in  order  to  obtain  a  more  modern  structure.  Plans  were  made  to 
build  a  new  manse  as  soon  as  materials  were  released  in  the  years 
following  the  war.  During  their  first  years  of  services  here  the 
Houghs  lived  in  an  apartment  rented  by  the  church.  However,  Mr. 
Hough  realized  the  need  for  the  church  to  own  a  home  for  future 
pastors  and  their  families  and  he  urged  the  congregation  to  secure 
a  manse. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1948,  a  committee  of  nine  members  was 
appointed  to  consider  a  manse  and  report  its  findings.  Serving  on  the 
committee  were  H.  H.  Palmer,  J.  C.  Gardner,  L.  H.  Fountain,  E.  W. 
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Olschner,  Rob  Howard,  Chalmers  Morrow,  Mrs.  J.  W.  VanLanding- 
ham,  Mrs.  Katie  B.  Hart,  and  Mrs.  S.  A.  MeConkey.  At  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Olschner  and  Mrs.  MeConkey,  Mr.  V.  E.  Fountain  and 
Mrs.  R.  W.  Moore  were  appointed.  After  findings  were  reported,  a 
recommendation  was  made  to  the  church  that  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Olschner  be  purchased.  The  church  noted  that  the  recommenda- 
tion be  accepted.  The  home  located  on  Battle  Avenue  was  equipped 
with  every  modern  convenience  and  spacious  grounds.  It  was  pur- 
chased for  $20,000.  It  was  occupied  by  Howard  Memorial's  ministers 
through  the  ministry  of  Irving  Stubbs.  In  1967,  it  was  sold  to  the 
Nelson  Howard  family. 

On  February  15,  1949,  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church 
celebrated  its  seventy-fifth  anniversary.  Former  pastors  attended 
along  with  numerous  out-of-town  guests.  Dinner  was  served  in  the  Sun- 
day School  Building  and  an  historical  musical  program  was  present- 
ed. A  brief  historical  sketch  was  printed  to  commemorate  the  oc- 
casion, a  copy  of  which  is  found  in  the  sessional  records.  By  the  seven- 
ty-fifth anniversary  of  her  organization  Howard  Memorial  Presby- 
terian Church  had  reached  a  membership  of  446.  Total  contribu- 
tions for  the  year  were  $28,127.00. 

It  is  appropriate  to  note  here  that  shortly  after  the  war  the  local 
radio  station,  WCPS,  began  broadcasting  the  Bible  Lesson  each  Sun- 
day morning  from  the  Men's  Bible  Class.  The  lessons  were  taught 
for  several  years  by  L.  H.  Fountain,  who  subsequently  was  elected 
to  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives  and  has  served  as  Congress- 
man from  this  district  for  over  twenty  years.  Even  in  her  Sunday 
School  ministry,  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  had  great 
outreach  through  these  broadcasts.  WCPS  reached  out  into  the 
community  also  through  one  church  school  teacher  and  those  of  other 
Tarboro  churches  during  the  polio  epidemic  of  1948.  Public  gather- 
ings, including  Sunday  School  had  been  discontinued  for  children 
under  16.  Many  remember  that  as  a  long  summer! 

In  October  1949,  the  Session  voted  to  discontinue  evening  services 
in  order  that  the  Pastor  may  have  more  time  to  devote  to  Youth 
Work. 

Among  those  servants  of  the  church  who  excelled  in  service  during 
these  years  was  Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell,  devotedly  called  "Miss  Isabel" 
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by  all  who  knew  her.  Recently  one  of  her  grandnieces  remarked  that 
"Aunt  Bell  must  have  been  the  first  of  the  liberated  women."  Cer- 
tainly Mrs.  Harrell  walked  in  our  denomination  where  other  women 
had  not  trod.  Not  only  did  she  serve  her  own  church  outstandingly,  but 
Miss  Isabel's  service  record  on  the  Synod  and  Assembly  level  would 
be  hard  to  match.  She  served  as  Presbyterial  President  for  more  than 
two  terms  as  well  as  holding  other  Presbyterian  offices.  On  the  As- 
sembly level  in  1923,  she  became  a  member  of  the  Assembly's  Com- 
mittee on  Religious  Education  and  was  a  member  of  "The  Committee 
of  Forty-four,"  the  Committee  on  the  Country  Church  and  the  Board 
of  Women's  Work.  As  late  as  1949,  Mrs.  Harrell  was  serving  on  the 
Board  of  Christian  Education.  No  small  wonder  those  who  knew  her 
well  affectionately  called  her,  "The  Bishop." 

But  Mrs.  Harrell  was  not  alone  in  her  outstanding  service.  The 
children  of  Howard  Memorial  during  those  years  of  the  twenties,  thir- 
ties and  forties  shall  not  forget  Mrs.  H.  S.  Hussey,  Sr.  "Miss  Susie," 
as  she  is  devotedly  called  even  at  the  writing  of  this  history,  "suffered 
the  little  children  to  come  unto  her."  For  over  three  decades  she  was 
the  lead  teacher  in  the  Beginner's  Church  School  Class,  as  well  as 
active  leader  in  Women's  Work.  She  taught  as  she  lives,  with  gentle- 
ness and  tenderness,  with  meekness  and  with  abundant  love.  Always 
ready  with  a  story  or  some  tale  remembered,  Miss  Susie  still  endears 
herself  to  all. 

And  there  were  those  who  said,  "I  cannot  teach  and  I  cannot  be 
president  of  anything,  but  I  can  cook."  Among  those  the  congrega- 
tion warmly  remembers  Mrs.  Sallie  Carlisle  and  Mrs.  Annie  Bogey. 
It  is  said  that  in  those  years  following  the  war  a  family  night  supper 
was  not  complete  unless  Mrs.  Bogey's  scalloped  oysters  were  on  the 
table. 

The  missionary  vision  of  the  church  did  not  dim.  It  was  kept  alive 
by  the  vital  interest  of  Mrs.  B.  M.  Hart  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Porter  who 
continued  to  encourage  and  support  work  in  the  Negro  communities. 
Because  of  their  work  and  others  who  had  gone  before  them,  there 
continues  to  be  a  fine  working  relationship  between  Howard  Memorial 
and  the  black  churches  of  the  community.  Mrs.  Hart's  generosity  is 
still  the  means  by  which  many  a  cold  house  is  heated  and  a  hungry 
stomach  filled.  "In  as  much  as  you  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these  .  . ." 
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In  1950,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  Session  a  letter  was  sent  to 
Mrs.  Carrie  Burbank  Wiggins  commending  her  zeal  and  loyalty  to 
Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church.  A  list  of  her  many  contribu- 
tions to  the  life  of  the  congregation  is  impossible.  During  1950,  "Miss 
Carrie,"  as  she  was  affectionately  called  by  young  and  old  alike, 
spearheaded  a  drive  to  landscape  the  church  yard.  Some  years  later, 
after  her  eightieth  birthday,  she  volunteered  to  be  in  the  out-of- 
doors  Christmas  pageant.  She  will  be  remembered  also  for  her  roles  in 
the  Halloween  Youth  parties,  her  faithfulness  in  worship,  her  labors  in 
the  church  kitchen,  her  special  care  of  the  furbishings  of  the  Sanctu- 
ary. She  attended  regularly  and  faithfully  until  several  months  before 
her  death  in  1970. 

In  mid  June  of  1950,  Miss  Allene  Rose  became  the  church's  first 
Director  of  Religious  Education  in  recent  years.  Miss  Rose,  from  a 
family  of  strong  Presbyterians,  was  a  native  of  Fayetteville.  She 
brought  added  life  and  energy  to  the  church's  educational  ministry. 
Her  influence  led  several  of  our  youth  to  enter  full  time  Christian 
service.  It  has  been  said  that  partly  because  of  her  influence  Louise 
Cherry  (now  Mrs.  James  McKinnon)  ,  Haywood  and  Jim  Holderness 
entered  full  time  Christian  service. 

Miss  Rose  held  a  degree  in  Art  from  WCUNC,  Greensboro  and 
worked  in  New  York  City  as  a  Commercial  artist  before  entering 
PSCE.  Her  sketch  of  the  church,  made  while  she  was  here,  is  still 
used  on  our  church  bulletin  today.  The  church  purchased  a  "Henry 
J."  for  her.  It  served  her  well  and  was  used  by  some  young  people 
also.  A  number  of  them  learned  to  drive  in  the  Henry  J.  Under  Miss 
Rose's  direction  the  Christinas  tree  party  of  past  years  was  re- 
placed by  a  Birthday  Party  for  Jesus.  Children  brought  gifts  instead 
of  receiving  them.  The  gifts  of  toys,  clothing,  and  food  were  used 
for  the  needy  families  of  the  community.  Many  remember  the  giant 
birthday  cake  (actually  a  tiered  frame  holding  cupcakes  with  candles) 
and  young  voices  singing  "Happy  Birthday." 

In  September  of  1950,  Mr.  Hough  and  Mr.  Howard  Hickey  were 
instrumental  in  beginning  a  Sunday  School  Class  for  Young  Adults. 
Mr.  Hickey,  now  an  Episcopal  minister,  was  the  teacher  of  the  class. 
Charter  members  were:  Mrs.  Prescott  Martin,  T.  C.  Muse,  Vann 
Taylor,  Mrs.  Hassell  Thigpen,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ted  Williamson,  R.  B. 
Peters,  III. 
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When  Mr.  Hickey  left  Tarboro  in  January,  1951,  Mr.  Stamps 
Howard  became  the  teacher.  His  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  enthu- 
siastic dedication  and  deep  interest  in  the  class  are  still  remembered 
with  appreciation  by  those  who  were  in  that  early  group.  Memories 
of  painting  furniture  for  the  class  room,  square  dances  in  the  old  Sun- 
day School  basement  and  later  fellowship  activities  are  also  cherished. 
The  class  was  later  named  for  "Mr.  Stamps"  and  each  year  on  the 
anniversary  of  his  death  this  class  of  "not  so  young"  adults  places 
flowers  in  the  Sanctuary.  They  are  a  reminder  of  a  much  loved  son 
of  the  church  whose  life  bore  testimony  to  his  love  for  his  Lord.  His 
influence  in  the  church  and  community  was  felt  in  many  ways  but 
none  remember  him  with  more  affection  than  "his  class."  A  number 
of  fine  teachers  have  guided  the  study  through  the  years.  One  of  the 
sons  of  "Mr.  Stamps,"  Mr.  Romaine  Howard  has  been  especially 
helpful.  He  too  is  a  man  of  influence  and  keen  intellect.  He  is  best 
remembered  for  his  Old  Testament  insights,  particularly  in  Isaiah. 
The  Sunday  School  hour  was  not  nearly  long  enough  for  Romaine 
if  the  lesson  was  on  his  favorite  prophet! 

Today  the  leading  teacher  is  Mrs.  J.  C.  Marrow  (nee  Jane  Gregory) , 
who  has  been  faithful  as  a  teacher  in  the  church  for  many  years.  Her 
teaching  is  characterized  by  stimulating  discovery  and  discussion  made 
possible  by  her  inquiring  and  probing  mind.  Her  leadership  service 
in  the  church  has  been  extended  far  beyond  our  local  bounds.  She  has 
served  on  numerous  Presbytery  and  Synod  committees  and  brought 
recognition  t6  our  fellowship  with  her  reasoning  and  insights.  To 
sit  at  her  feet  is  to  learn. 

During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Hough  two  elders  entered  the  Church 
Invisible.  The  congregation  expressed  their  sympathy  upon  the  deaths 
of  Howard  S.  Hussey  (2-18-45)  and  R.  B.  Peters  (1-13-49) .  Both 
men  had  served  long  and  well.  Today  their  sons  and  grandsons  con- 
tinue the  fine  leadership  they  began. 

At  a  Sessional  meeting  on  February  25,  1951,  Dr.  R.  S.  Hough  sub- 
mitted his  resignation  in  order  to  accept  a  call  to  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  Memphis,  Tennessee.  Deep  regret  was  expressed  by 
the  Session  and  the  Congregation  over  Dr.  Hough's  decision. 

The  pulpit  committee  selected  was:  J.  T.  Sadler,  George  Moore, 
Dail  Holderness,  Dan  Mizell,  Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Van- 
Landingham.  Mr.  Sadler  acted  as  convener. 
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On  April  8,  1951,  Dr.  Hough  met  with  the  Session  for  the  last 
time.  At  that  meeting  J.  H.  Brown  expressed  to  him  the  feeling  of 
love  and  gratitude  which  the  congregation  held  for  him.  His  seven 
years  service  to  Howard  Memorial  had  indeed  ushered  in  a  new  age 
and  a  new  chapter  in  the  history  of  this  church. 

THE  REVEREND  DR.  FRANK  R.  ELDER 

Interim 

January  1952  -  November  1952 

The  months  following  Dr.  Hough's  resignation  were  long  ones  of 
searching.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  interim  ministry  of  Dr.  Frank 
R.  Elder  and  the  continued  assistance  of  Miss  Allene  Rose  (now  Mrs. 
Milton  Boone)  the  ministry  and  life  of  the  church  would  have  suffered. 

During  these  months  the  Session  labored  faithfully  under  the 
leadership  of  its  clerk,  Dr.  J.  H.  Brown.  It  is  appropriate  to  note  here 
the  dedicated  service  of  Dr.  Brown  as  Ruling  Elder  for  twenty-five 
years,  the  last  thirteen  years  as  Clerk.  He  served  until  illness  forced 
his  resignation  just  prior  to  his  death  on  February  13,  1961.  In  tribute 
to  him  (March  17,  1961)  the  Session  remembered  also  his  sincere 
and  studious  approach  as  teacher  of  the  Men's  Bible  Class  and  those 
personal  attributes  of  faith,  humility,  purity  and  courage  which  made 
him  an  inspiration  to  all  who  knew  him.  His  consecrated  wife,  Athalea 
Brown  continues  to  be  a  source  of  strength  today.  When  problems 
or  questions  arise  the  advice  is  still  given:  "Ask  Mrs.  Brown;  she 
will  know  how  to  help."  In  her  Presbyterial  Honorary  Life  Member- 
ship citation  given  by  Mrs.  V.  H.  Creech,  Jr.,  the  following  is  recorded: 

"Her  steadfast  Christian  faith  is  most  prevalent  in  all  facets  of 
her  life  whether  it  be  with  her  loved  ones  and  friends  in  her  home, 
in  her  church  or  in  her  community.  She  has  so  many  abilities  and 
Christian  attributes  that  time  will  not  permit  an  enumeration 
of  them  ....  Her  example  of  true  Christian  family  life  is  envied 
by  all  in  her  community.  She  has  served  in  almost  every  capacity 
of  the  church.  For  many  years  she  has  taught  the  Ladies  Bible 
Class,  held  nearly  every  office  in  the  Women  of  the  Church 
locally  and  on  the  Presbytery  level.  She  has  served  as  a  Regent 
for  the  Presbyterian  Home  for  Children  and  on  the  Synodical 
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Executive  Board.  And  to  every  minister  she  has  been  a  strong 
arm  of  encouragement  and  help!  The  summary  of  her  life  was 
well  stated  in  the  Albemarle  Presbyterial  life  membership  pres- 
entation:  "She  truly  lives  by  God's  royal  law  of  love." 

The  interim  years  were  a  particular  challenge  to  Dr.  Brown.  Forty- 
one  different  supply  preachers  were  procured  and  entertained  in  ad- 
dition to  Mr.  Sidney  Barnes  of  Wilson,  A  UTS  student,  who  supplied 
during  the  summer  of  1952,  and  Dr.  Frank  R.  Elder,  who  served  as 
temporary  supply  January  6-May  11  and  September  14-November  30, 
1952.  Others  on  the  Pulpit  Supply  Committee  were  H.  H.  Palmer, 
L.  H.  Fountain  and  H.  H.  Taylor,  Jr.  In  January  of  1952,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Elder  moved  from  their  Cincinnati,  Ohio  home  into  the  Fair- 
view  Circle  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Raines,  Jr.  (nee  Dorothy 
Brown)  and  his  work  was  begun. 

One  might  expect  the  time  between  pastorates  to  be  a  "coasting  ex- 
perience at  best."  However,  members  of  the  congregation  remember 
Dr.  Elder's  ministry  with  special  gratitude.  Several  have  reminded 
this  writer  of  his  meaningful  Communion  services.  In  her  history  of 
the  church,  Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell  said,  "He  was  an  outstanding  preacher 
and  held  his  congregation  spellbound.  He  was  a  real  shepherd  of  the 
flock."  The  Session's  resolution  (Dec.  21,  1952)  also  referred  to  him 
as  a  "real  shepherd  of  the  flock."  This  statement  doubtless  referred 
to  his  extensive  visitation  of  the  congregation,  and  his  helpful  con- 
cern in  crisis  situations. 

The  last  such  crisis  was  the  passing  on  November  25,  1952,  of  a 
beloved  Elder  of  twenty-two  years,  Mr.  J.  C.  Gardner.  Mr.  Gardner's 
service  as  Elder  began  soon  after  he  and  Mrs.  Gardner  moved  to 
Tarboro  in  the  early  twenties.  With  one  exception,  his  was  the 
longest  term  of  any  Elder  on  the  Session  as  constituted  at  his  death. 
He  was  especially  zealous  and  apt  as  Clerk  of  Session  for  several 
years.  At  his  death,  the  Session  noted  this  outstanding  record  and 
also  recalled  his  helpful  and  stimulating  counsel  and  never  wavering 
enthusiasm.  Mrs.  Gardner,  now  Mrs.  Anne  Gardner  Arndt,  is  still 
living  in  Eau  Gallie,  Florida,  and  is  lovingly  remembered  also  for  her 
faithfulness  and  devotion  to  this  church.  Her  activities,  too  numer- 
ous to  mention,  include  her  years  as  historian  of  the  Women's  Auxil- 
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iary  1942-1949.  Records  which  she  kept  have  been  used  extensively 
in  the  preparation  of  this  current  history. 

In  all  his  work  Dr.  Elder  was  supported  by  his  consecrated  wife, 
Frances  R.  Elder.  Her  gracious  and  warm  spirit  endeared  her  to  all. 
Tarboro  friends  still  look  forward  to  her  newsy  letters. 

On  November  2,  1952,  the  name  of  The  Reverend  Mr.  James  B. 
Ficklen  was  placed  before  the  congregation.  Mr.  Ficklen  was  serving 
at  the  time  as  co-pastor  of  the  Covenant  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Charlotte,  N.  C.  The  congregation  voted  unanimously  to  call  Mr. 
Ficklen  and  in  the  same  meeting  impowered  the  Trustees  to  spend 
six  thousand  dollars  to  renovate  the  Battle  Avenue  Manse. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  JAMES  B.  FICKLEN 
December  7,  1953  -  January  2,  1957 

An  eager  congregation  greeted  the  Reverend  Mr.  James  B.  Ficklen 
at  his  first  service  on  December  7,  1952.  An  indication  of  the  bless- 
ings in  store  for  the  new  pastor-people  relationship  was  expressed 
in  the  tribute  to  Mr.  Ficklen  from  his  former  congregation  in  Char- 
lotte read  at  the  request  of  the  Session  at  that  first  service.  It  gave 
testimony  to  their  appreciation  for  his  ministry  as  he  "proclaimed 
the  gospel  not  only  from  the  pulpit,  but  also  in  his  daily  life." 

His  pastorate  here  was  relatively  short  but  significant  accomplish- 
ments were  begun  during  those  years.  The  church  employed  its  first 
full  time  organist-choir  director,  began  a  Men's  Club,  invited  Al- 
coholics to  meet  in  our  Educational  Building,  increased  its  budget 
and  membership,  began  plans  for  a  much  needed  Educational  Building, 
and  air  conditioned  the  sanctuary. 

In  January  1953,  a  committee  was  appointed,  Mr.  Rawls  Howard, 
Chairman,  to  secure  a  full  time  organist-choir  director.  In  May  of  that 
year  Miss  Emily  Hart,  organist  since  Mr.  Rob  Rawls'  retirement, 
resigned.  Mr.  Calvin  Venters  served  as  summer  organist.  In  Septem- 
ber Mr.  Allan  D.  Walker  of  Boston,  Mass.,  became  the  church's  first 
full  time  Organist  and  Choir  Director.  He  organized  choirs  for  chil- 
dren and  adults  and  composed  music  also.  The  adult  choir  today  is 
still  using  some  of  his  original  compositions. 

The  Session  appointed    (November   1,   1953)    a  committee,  A.  D. 
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Mizell,  Chairman,  to  investigate  a  proposed  enlargement  of  the  Educa- 
tional Building.  No  action  was  taken  until  early  1957  but  thi&  was 
the  beginning  of  a  plan  to  demolish  the  old  building  which  faced 
Saint  Patrick  Street  and  to  build  a  new  Eductional  Building  adjoining 
the  Sanctuary.  In  her  history  Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell  said,  "Mr.  Ficklen 
had  appointed  all  of  the  committees  and  engaged  the  architect  to 
draw  the  plans,  so  he  gets  the  credit  for  starting  a  much  needed 
building." 

In  November,  1953,  four  additional  Elders  were  elected  by  secret 
ballot,  with  no  nominations  from  the  floor.  (It  was  later  decided  to 
return  to  the  former  procedure  of  having  names  submitted  by  a 
nominating  committee,  giving  opportunity  for  nominations  from  the 
floor,  and  allowing  the  vote  to  be  by  show  of  hands.)  Elders  elected 
were  Dr.  W.  W.  Green,  H.  Dail  Holderness,  A.  D.  Mizell,  and  A.  C. 
Speir.  Dr.  Green  was  quite  active  until  his  death  on  March  10,  1960, 
and  the  other  three  continued  to  provide  valuable  leadership. 

Also  in  November,  1953,  Miss  Allene  Rose  DRE  since  June,  1950, 
resigned  in  order  to  become  DRE,  Central  Presbyterian  Church, 
Bristol,  Virginia.  A  Family  Night  Supper  was  held  in  her  honor  at 
which  time  the  sentiments  of  all  were  expressed  in  a  resolution  of  the 
Session.  It  referred  to  her  "unusual  efficiency,  constant  devotion,  per- 
sonal charm  and  grace"  and  declared  that  she  had  "inspired  our 
youth,  broadened  our  horizons  and  enriched  the  lives  of  us  all." 

Charles  Branch  had  already  resigned  as  Sexton  after  thirty-five 
years  of  service.  On  Christmas  Day  he  was  called  Home.  Thus  our 
church  lost  the  two  beloved  staff  members  who,  as  one  member  ex- 
pressed it,  "kept  the  church  going"  during  the  interim  between  Dr. 
Hough  and  Mr.  Ficklen. 

Miss  Virginia  Hearne  served  for  a  brief  time  as  DCE  (note:  Our 
denomination  changed  terminology  and  DRE  became  DCE,  Director 
of  Christian  Education)  and  tendered  her  resignation  in  August  1954. 
Again  the  search  began  for  someone  to  organize  and  direct  the  educa- 
tional program  of  the  church. 

The  Men's  Club,  now  Men  of  the  Church,  came  into  being  as  a 
result  of  the  Session's  action;  March  24,  1954.  At  that  time  they 
voted  to  organize  a  Men's  Club  and  a  Nominating  Committee,  Her- 
bert Taylor,  Jr.,  Chairman  was  appointed.  The  Club  has  continued 
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to  meet  for  fellowship  and  inspiration  and  has  had  various  service 
projects  of  benefit  to  the  entire  church. 

In  recent  years  the  Men  of  the  Church  and  the  Men's  Church 
School  Class  have  purchased  recording  equipment  for  the  Church 
School,  built  steps  on  the  St.  James  Street  entrance  to  the  sanctuary, 
and  purchased  tents  for  the  Scout  troop,  only  to  mention  a  few  proj- 
ects. The  Men  have  also  supported  Albemarle  Presbytery's  MOC  and 
have  been  to  Synod  and  Assembly  Men's  Conferences.  Herbert  Taylor 
was  president  of  Men  of  Albemarle  Presbytery  in  1955. 

On  May  16,  1954,  the  Session  voted  to  allow  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
to  use  the  basement  of  the  old  Educational  Buildings.  The  group  has 
used  our  facilities  almost  continuously  since  that  time. 

As  another  progressive  sign  the  Session  voted  to  set  up  a  Church 
Library.  The  library  has  been  used  in  several  locations  and  books 
donated  largely  as  memorials.  It  is  a  valuable  resource  for  the  members 
and  staff. 

The  matter  of  union  between  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  (Southern)  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America  (Northern)  was  of  concern  to  the  congregation 
and  the  Session  made  plans  to  acquaint  us  with  the  issues.  Pamphlets 
"of  the  official  statement  of  the  General  Assembly,  prepared  by  two 
proponents  and  two  opponents  of  Church  Union"  were  ordered  for 
presentation  to  each  family  in  the  congregation.  On  December  8,  1954, 
at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Herbert  Taylor  moderated  a  one  hour  meeting  on  the 
subject  of  Church  Union  and  both  sides  were  presented.  In  a  Congrega- 
tional meeting  on  January  9,  1955,  members  voted  by  secret  ballot, 
70  favoring  union  and  63  opposing.  The  General  Assembly  in  the 
year  following  also  failed  to  approve  the  merger.  At  the  writing  of  this 
history  some  twenty  years  later,  the  Plan  of  Union  is  again  a  live 
issue  to  be  voted  on  by  the  Presbyterians  and  Assemblies  within  the 
next  years. 

In  July,  1955,  Miss  Martha  Lou  Anderson,  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee  and  the  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion, was  received  by  letter  from  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.  and  installed  as  DCE.  The  congregation  was  ready  and 
eager  to  receive  her.  She  was  responsible  for  much  of  the  planning 
for  the  use  of  the  new  Educational  Building  and  she  carried  on  an 
active  Christian  Education  program.  Also  on  the  staff  as  part  time 

44 


secretary  was  Mrs.  Richard  B.  Cashwel]    (nee  Betty  Nance.) 

Perhaps  children  who  were  small  in  1955  remember  the  special 
Christmas  Day  service  held  at  10:30  a.m. — a  compromise  between  the 
Church  School  and  Worship  hours.  Children  were  urged  to  bring  their 
favorite  tov  from  Santa  and  many  new  dolls  were  lovinslv  held 
during  the  family  service,  not  to  mention  a  few  trucks,  footballs,  etc. 

A  story  told  of  an  incident  soon  after  Mr.  Ficklen's  arrival  has 
been  enjoyed  over  the  years.  It  concerned  a  sainted  elderly  lady  in  the 
congregation  who  took  seriously  Mr.  Ficklen's  wish  "that  the  ladies 
wear  the  same  hat  each  Sunday"  so  that  he  could  learn  their  names 
and  faces.  She  remarked  that  she  was  glad  she  had  on  her  BEST  hat. 
And  she  continued  to  wear  that  same  hat  to  worship  for  several 
months!  (Today's  ministers  have  no  hats  to  help  them;  the  ladies 
come  bareheaded!) 

This  same  elderly  lady  remarked  that  she  had  never  had  a  birthday 
party  whereupon  Miss  Anderson,  DCE,  planned  and  gave  her  a 
memorable  surprise  party  complete  with  cake  and  gifts. 

In  early  January  1956,  Mr.  Rob  Howard  stated  that  more  than 
200  individual  pledges  had  been  received  in  the  Every  Member  Canvas 
for  the  largest  number  in  the  history  of  the  church,  and  that  the 
value  of  those  pledges  was  also  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
church!  The  budget  of  $40,330.00  was  adopted. 

January,  1956,  Rufus  Cromartie,  a  senior  at  Davidson  College, 
the  son  of  beloved  Elder  Martin  Luther  Cromartie  and  Rachel  Arm- 
field  Cromartie,  came  before  the  Session  and  "announced  that  he 
wished  to  enter  the  ministry  and  felt  he  was  called  by  God  to  do 
this."  The  Session  unanimously  agreed  to  "commend  and  encourage 
.  .  .  and  sanction  his  entering  the  ministry."  The  congregation  has 
had  the  pleasure  in  seeing  this  earnest  young  man  realize  his  ambition 
and  has  shared  with  his  parents  the  joy  and  inspiration  of  hearing 
him  preach  on  several  occasion.  He  graduated  from  UTS  and  has 
served  pastorates  in  North  Carolina  and  West  Virginia. 

Music  was  the  topic  of  conversation  in  mid- 1956  and  the  Music 
Committee,  H.  H.  Palmer,  Chairman,  was  kept  busy.  Alan  Walker, 
Organist  and  Choir  Director  resigned  effective  July  21  and  was  re- 
placed by  Miss  Betsy  C.  Farlow  from  Guilford  College,  N.  C.  on 
August  1.  Mrs.  Alan  Walker   (Betty)    also  resigned  as  Church  Secre- 
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tarv  (on  a  half  time  basis)  .  Also  the  Trustees  reported  the  need  for 
extensive  repairs  to  the  organ.  The  Trustees  were  authorized:  (1)  To 
enter  into  contract  with  Austin  Orean  Company  to  make  the  repairs, 
not  to  exceed  $4,842.00  and  (2)  To  borrow  and  pay  for  repairs  by 
mortasre  on  any  real  property  held  by  them  for  the  church. 

One  other  new  venture  was  launched.  The  Session  aDproved  the 
bee-inning  of  a  Crib  Nursery  if  sufficient  response  justified  it,  and 
rules  regarding  its  operation  were  adopted. 

During  her  husband's  ministry,  Mrs.  Ficklen  (nee  Carolyn  James) 
had  been  ouite  busy  with  a  young  family.  In  spite  of  this  she  assumed 
responsibility  in  the  church  and  community.  She  gave  unstintingly 
of  herself  as  teacher  of  the  Stamps  Howard  Sunday  School  Class, 
bringing  to  it  her  special  blend  of  humor,  knowledge  and  consecra- 
tion. Many  in  the  community  remember  her  musical  contributions, 
especially  her  Christmas  program  and  her  lovely,  clear  voice  in  the 
"Twelve  Days  of  Christmas."  One  Elder  still  remembers  how  she 
remained  calm  throughout  Hurricane  Hazel,  continuing  to  read  a 
book  and  to  reassure  him  that  she  didn't  think  it  would  "amount  to 
much."  This,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  her  husband  was  out  of  town! 

On  November  19,  1956,  Mr.  Ficklen  announced  to  the  Session  that 
he  wished  to  accept  a  call  from  Westminister  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Raleigh,  N.  C.  The  Congregational  meeting  was  called  for  December 
2nd  and  the  pastoral  relationship  was  dissolved  by  Albemarle  Pres- 
bytery in  time  for  Mr.  Ficklen  to  begin  work  in  Raleigh  in  early  Jan- 
uary. The  Pulpit  Supply  Committee,  Dr.  J.  H.  Brown,  Chairman 
included  Dr.  J.  S.  Bramham  and  A.  C.  Speir.  The  Pulpit  nominating 
Committee  included  M.  J.  Moye,  H.  H.  Palmer,  Rawls  Howard,  J.  C. 
Marrow,  Mrs.  William  Broadwell,  and  Mrs.  H.  Dail  Holderness. 

Christmas  must  have  been  a  hectic  time  in  the  Ficklen  household 
with  moving  preparations,  small  children,  and  Mrs.  Ficklen's  family 
there  as  well.  In  an  earlier  visit  her  mother  had  modestly  spoken, 
"No,  I'm  not  proud  of  my  children;  I'm  grateful  for  them."  Our  con- 
gregation understood  that  feeling  of  gratitude  quite  well  and  con- 
tinues to  be  grateful  for  their  years  of  service  and  friendship  in  our 
midst.  As  one  reads  the  Session's  minutes  of  those  years  one  is  re- 
minded again  of  Mr.  Ficklen's  special  administrative  ability  which 
equips  him  for  his  present  position  as  Executive  Secretary  of  Poto- 
mac Presbytery. 
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THE  REVEREND  DR.  FRANK  R.  ELDER 

Interim 

January  1,  1957  -  July  1,  1958 

Gratitude  was  felt  again  when  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  R.  Elder 
agreed  to  return  to  Tarboro  for  another  interim  pastorate.  (It  was 
reassuring  to  know  they  would  return  in  spite  of  the  grits.  The  story 
is  enjoyed  still  as  the  Elders'  initial  arrival  in  Tarboro  is  remembered. 
Staying  for  a  time  in  the  old  Tarboro  Hotel  —  originally  Farrar  Hotel, 
where  Roses  now  stands  —  they  had  breakfast  each  day  in  the 
hotel  coffee  shop.  When  asked  his  impression  of  their  typically  south- 
ern fare  he  replied,  "It's  all  very  nice,  but  tell  me,  please:  what  is 
that  white  substance  on  our  plates  each  morning?") 

The  congregation  worked  quickly  and  excitedly  to  furnish  the 
manse  so  that  the  Elders  could  live  there.  Each  one  contributed  a 
comfortable  chair,  a  day  bed,  a  table,  a  buffet  or  whatever  was  avail- 
able. 

Children  loved  the  Elders  and  helped  also.  Young  boys  in  one 
family  gave  the  rug  from  their  bedroom! 

Miss  Elizabeth  Porter's  special  artistic  touches  gave  the  home  per- 
sonality. The  Elders  enjoyed  the  home  and  the  congregation  enjoyed 
their  gracious  hospitality. 

The  Elders  came  immediately  in  time  for  worship  on  January  6, 
1957,  and  remained  except  for  the  summer  months  of  July  and  August 
until  the  next  pastor  arrived  in  July  of  1958. 

Dr.  Elder  was  here  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Henry  B.  Mc- 
Nair  on  January  12,  1957.  "Mr.  Henry,"  as  he  was  affectionately 
called,  was  the  oldest  active  Ruling  Elder  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

His  sons,  J.  Porter  and  A.  Harvey  McNair  are  active  in  the  church 
today.  Harvey  McNair,  who  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  deacon, 
has  worked  with  Mrs.  J.  W.  Van  Landingham  and  Gilman  Smith 
on  the  difficult  task  of  securing  pictures  of  all  former  ministers  in 
preparation  for  the  centennial  celebration. 

On  January  27,  1957,  a  Congregational  Meeting  was  held  following 
morning  worship.  Dr.  Howard  Hussey,   Chairman  of  the  Board   of 
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Deacons,  placed  in  nomination  the  names  of  Ravvls  Howard  and  J.  C. 
Marrow  to  be  reactivated  and  Dr.  John  L.  Whaley  and  \V.  J.  Ausbon 
to  be  elected  as  Deacons.  These  men  were  unanimously  elected  to 
replace  R.  M.  Fountain,  Rob  Howard,  W.  Rand  Martin,  and  Dr. 
E.  L.  Roberson,  whose  terms  had  expired. 

Also  at  this  meeting  "a  vote  of  confidence"  was  given  to  our  Direc- 
tor of  Christian  Education,  Miss  Martha  Lou  Anderson.  She  was  of 
tremendous  help  to  the  congregation  during  this  interim. 

On  March  27,  1957,  in  a  Congregational  Meeting,  A.  D.  Mizell 
summarized  the  meetings  and  conferences  held  over  the  past  two  years 
relative  to  the  need  for  a  New  Educational  Building.  He  stated  that 
"the  cost  of  the  new  building  would  be  $120,000,  cost  of  new  equip- 
ment, $25,000,  which  included  with  the  existing  capital  indebtedness 
of  $15,000  made  a  total  of  $160,000.00."  "Mr.  Mizell  reported  that 
the  money  raising  firm  of  Ketchum  and  Co.  would  enter  into  an  agree- 
ment for  $4,400.00  fee,  plus  $2,000.00  operating  expense  before  and 
during  the  fund  raising  period." 

Action  on  the  matter  was  continued  for  one  week.  At  that  time 
the  two  matters  of  building  and  financing  were  considered  separate- 
ly and  the  congregation  voted  first,  to  proceed  with  construction  of  a 
new  Education  Building,  and,  second  to  leave  to  the  discretion  of 
the  Joint  Officers  of  the  church  the  matter  of  whether  or  not  to  hire 
a  fund  raising  organization.  Both  motions  carried. 

The  congregation  named  the  following  as  a  permanent  Building 
Committee:  W.  J.  Eason,  Chairman;  A.  D.  Mizell,  Co-Chairman; 
Earl  West,  R.  E.  Lawrence,  Rob  Howard,  Jesse  Rogerson,  T.  J. 
Porter,  R.  M.  Fountain,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brown,  R.  B.  Peters,  III,  David 
Sugg,  and  Mrs.  John  Youngblood. 

The  Joint  Officers  voted  unanimously  on  March  20,  1957,  to  employ 
the  Ketchum  Fund  Raising  Organization  to  handle  the  financial 
Campaign  for  a  new  Educational  Building  and  asked  the  Moderator 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  send  a  letter  to  the  congregation  explain- 
ing their  reasons  for  taking  this  action.  (To  put  it  simply  it  was 
thought  that  so  large  a  sum  of  money  could  not  be  raised  by  any 
other  and  more  normal  means.) 

The  church  was  still  growing  under  Dr.  Elder's  leadership.  In  those 
first  six  months  of   1957,   18  new  members   were  received   into   our 
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fellowship  and  5  young  people  from  the  Communicants  Class.  Dr. 
Elder  made  a  special  effort  to  unite  families  in  Church  membership. 
He  especially  encouraged  husbands  or  wives  who  had  attended  with 
their  families  over  the  years  to  make  it  official  and  join  the  Howard 
Memorial  Family.  This  effort  was  to  continue  throughout  his  months 
as  interim  supply. 

On  May  28,  1957,  it  was  announced  to  the  Session  that  Miss  Betsy 
Farlow,  Director  of  Music,  had  resigned.  In  the  June  26  meeting  of 
the  Session,  H.  H.  Palmer,  Chairman  of  the  Music  Committee  rec- 
ommended the  Committee  secure  someone  to  be  Organist-Choir 
Director,  and  Church  Secretary  combined.  The  Session  authorized 
that  such  a  person  be  sought. 

The  Elders  voted  to  resume  Wednesday  night  prayer  meeting  be- 
ginning in  September.  Also  on  June  26,  the  Session  noted  the  death 
on  June  21,  1957,  of  Mr.  R.  M.  Cosby  after  a  long  illness.  He  was 
described  as  "a  faithful  and  devoted  member  of  Howard  Memorial 
Presbyterian  Church  and  one  of  its  Ruling  Elders  who,  as  long  as  his 
health  permitted,  performed  his  duties  in  a  creditable  manner."  (It 
is  interesting  that  Dr.  Elder  conducted  the  funeral  service  of  still 
another  long  time  member  of  the  church.) 

In  September  the  Session  noted  the  resignation  from  the  Pulpit 
Committee  of  Mrs.  W.  R.  Broadwell.  Mrs.  George  Moore  was  elected 
to  fill  this  vacancy  on  January  12,  1956,  at  a  Congregational  Meeting. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  BroadwelFs  moving  to  Rocky  Mount  also  left  the 
Senior  Youth  Fellowship  without  adult  advisors  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Earl  Cooper  began  what  was  to  become  a  very  helpful  and  meaning- 
ful work  with  the  youth. 

Mrs.  Robert  T.  Taylor  of  Burgaw,  N.  C,  agreed  to  serve  as 
Organist-Choir  Director-Secretary  and  began  her  work  September  29, 
1957. 

A  custom  of  many  years  was  abandoned  when  the  Session  decided 
to  uphold  the  decision  of  the  Christian  Education  Committee  and 
discontinue  the  giving  of  attendance  awards  in  Sunday  School.  Doubt- 
less many  an  old  timer  could  produce  a  somewhat  tarnished  perfect 
attendance  pin  with  bars  hanging  down  for  each  year's  award. 

During  a  Congregational  Meeting  on  December  15,  1957,  Mr.  Dail 
Holderness   explained   the   matter   of   disbursing  gifts   in   connection 
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with  the  new  Educational  Building  Fund.  "The  Trustees  were  author- 
ized to  purchase  lots  back  of  the  church  and  to  receive,  convert  and 
expend  contributions  of  cash,  stocks,  securities,  gifts  or  real  estate 
in  connection  with  the  building  fund."  This  was  to  be  done  over  the 
signatures  of  H.  H.  Palmer,  Sr.,  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  and  H.  D. 
Holderness,  Secretary. 

Another  class  of  Deacons  had  retired,  Joe  Fryer,  E.  H.  Marrow,  Jr., 
R.  B.  Peters,  III,  and  T.  J.  Porter,  and  the  congregation,  acting  on 
the  nominating  report  by  H.  H.  Palmer,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Deacons, 
elected  as  Deacons  for  the  Class  of  1962:  Radford  Bailey,  Rob 
Howard,  R.  E.  Lawrence  and  Dr.  E.  L.  Roberson.  At  this  meeting 
also  Rob  Howard  was  elected  Chairman  and  Earl  West,  Jr.,  Vice- 
Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  following  the  resignations  of 
W.  J.  Eason  and  Dan  Mizell,  who  had  been  serving  in  these  capacities. 

Even  in  1958  prices  advanced  more  quickly  than  bids  and  con- 
struction could  be  completed  and  the  new  chairman  found  it  neces- 
sary on  February  21  to  report  to  the  Joint  Officers  that  the  lowest  bid 
by  D.J.  Rose  and  Sons  of  Rocky  Mount  exceeded  the  pledged  amount 
of  $180,000.  The  officers  responded  by  recommending  to  the  congrega- 
tion that  the  Trustees  be  authorized  "to  sign  a  contract  with  D.  J. 
Rose  and  Son  and  that  necessary  money  be  borrowed  not  to  exceed 
$160,000  ...  as  they  deemed  wise.  .  ." 

This  big  step  was  finally  to  be  taken.  The  contract  was  to  be 
signed,  ground  broken,  the  building  erected.  A  rising  vote  of  thanks 
was  given  Rob  Howard  and  Earl  West  for  their  untiring  efforts  in 
their  services  as  Chairman  and  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Building  Com- 
mittee. 

The  Nominating  Committee,  also  was  about  to  report  "Mission 
Accomplished."  Mr.  H.  H.  Palmer  spoke  in  their  behalf  and  placed 
in  nomination  the  name  of  the  Reverend  F.  Wellford  Hobbie  of 
Chatham,  Virginia,  to  become  pastor.  The  congregation  responded 
with  a  unanimous  vote  to  call  Mr.  Hobbie. 

In  his  final  sermon  Dr.  Elder  made  a  plea  for  the  congregation  to 
remember  its  responsibility  to  work  with  the  new  pastor,  supporting 
him  in  every  way  possible.  Once  again  the  people  bade  a  loving  fare- 
well to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  R.  Elder,  spruced  up  the  manse  and 
prepared  to  welcome  a  new  "shepherd  of  the  flock." 
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PART  VII 

"BEHOLD  I  MAKE  ALL  THINGS  NEW" 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  FRANCIS  WELLFORD  HOBBIE 

July  1,  1958  ■  September  15,  1963 

As  Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell  expressed  it,  "The  Great  Head  of  the  Church 
must  have  brought  about  this  union  of  pastor  and  people."  She  re- 
ferred to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Francis  Wellford  Hobbie.  Miss  Isabel's 
nephew  Dr.  E.  L.  Roberson  once  said  "Aunt  Belle  never  heard  a  bad 
sermon."  It  is  true  that  she  had  a  special  compassion  for  "men  of  the 
cloth"  and  her  affection  for  this  particular  young  man  was  deep.  The 
congregation,  young  and  old  shared  her  feeling.  They  agreed  with 
her  that  he  proved  to  be  "a  dedicated  man  of  deep  spirituality  and 
unusual  ability  ....  with  "a  pleasing  personality  and  a  sense  of 
humor,  .  .  .  demanding  much  of  himself  and  expecting  a  reasonable 
amount  of  cooperation." 

His  years  with  us  were  busy  ones.  He  acted  immediately  to  have 
the  Treasurer  bonded  in  order  that  we  might  meet  Presbytery  Synod 
requirements.  He  realized  also  the  need  for  additional  Elders  to  re- 
place those  who  had  been  lost  by  death  or  illness.  By  the  end  of 
the  year  four  new  Ruling  Elders  had  been  elected  and  the  town  had 
been  divided  into  districts  with  a  different  Elder  as  Under  Shepherd 
in  each  area.  In  January  new  Elders  were  Ordained  and  Sessional 
Committees  appointed  with  a  view  toward  a  wider  ministry.  Visitation 
was  established  and  the  Young  People  participated  by  volunteering 
as  baby  sitters  for  the  adults.  (One  such  adult  couple  still  remembers 
the  very  special  "sitter"  whom  they  left  telling  Bible  Stories  to  her 
small  charge!) 

The  Educational  Building  was  of  immediate  concern.  The  Session 
approved  the  Cornerstone  inscription  "To  the  Glory  of  God-1958" 
at  its  July  11th  meeting.  The  building  was  completed  after  Mr. 
Hobbie's  arrival  and  dedicated  on  December  1,  1958.  Former  minis- 
ters made  the  occasion  even  more  meaningful  by  their  attendance 
and  partcipation.  Dr.  Chester  Alexander,  Dr.  Frank  R.  Elder  and  Rev. 
J.  B.  Ficklen  were  present  and  posed  with  Mr.  Hobbie  for  a  picture 
in  the  minister's  study.  The  window  behind  them  was  curtainless  but 
the  joy  on  their  faces  was  beauty  enough  for  any  picture.  Also  present 
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for  that  service  was  the  late  Dillon  J.  Rose,  a  deacon  in  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  Rocky  Mount  and  contractor  for  the  building.  His 
satisfaction  and  pleasure  were  evident.  He  presented  the  key  to  the 
building. 

The  Deacons  shared  the  enthusiasm  of  the  congregation  over  the 
beautiful  building  but  they  knew  it  had  to  be  paid  for  and  they  kept 
the  congregation  informed  of  that  need.  Mr.  H.  H.  Palmer,  Jr.,  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Deacons,  on  October  19,  1958,  reported  to  the 
Congregation  that  $180,000  had  been  pledged,  $65,036  paid  to  date 
.  .  .  and  that  $23,786  must  be  raised  in  the  next  three  months.  A  plea 
for  payments  of  1958  pledges  and  early  payment  of  1959  pledges  was 
made. 

The  members  responded  and  the  debt  decreased  but  eventually  a 
Special  Building  Fund  Committee  was  appointed,  H.  Dail  Holderness, 
Chairman.  The  actual  cost  of  the  building  had  exceeded  the  original 
estimate  by  $43,000.  Officers  of  the  church  were  canvassed  and  others 
also  contributed.  Finally  on  June  8,  1961,  Mr.  Holderness  reported 
to  the  Session  "on  the  successful  completion  of  the  Educational  Build- 
ing Fund." 

Several  financial  needs  gained  our  support  after  the  debt  at  home 
was  met  and  even  before.  In  February,  A.  D.  Mizell,  as  Chairman 
of  District  1  (11  churches)  urged  us  to  support  a  campaign  to  raise 
$750,000  for  the  Presbyterian  Home  in  High  Point.  On  February  18, 

1959,  twenty  members  joined  a  motorcade  to  High  Point  to  visit 
the  home  and  see  the  needs. 

The  home  has  had  a  very  special  place  in  our  hearts  ever  since  our 
first  member  went  there  to  live.  She  was  Miss  Lizzie  Morris.  Later 
Mrs.  A.  D.  Carter  (Nee  Ida  Fairley)  and  Mrs.  Watson  Fairley  joined 
the  Presbyterian  Home  family.  Each  year  our  Mother's  Day  offering 
goes  to  help  support  the  home.  One  of  our  members,  R.  Brookes 
Peters,  is  presently  a  trustee  of  the  home. 

During  that  year,  some  members  of  the  congregation  accepted  the 
challenge  of  the  Five  and  Ten  Plan  of  Albemarle  Presbytery.  In  May 

1960,  the  plan  was  presented  to  the  congregation  whereby  manses 
for  home  mission  churches  in  the  presbytery  were  constructed  or  re- 
paired by  churchmen  throughout  the  presbytery  giving  five  or  ten 
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dollars    whenever    the    alarm    was    sounded.    In    this    way,    Howard 
Memorial  kept  alive  her  home  mission  mindset. 

On  May  18,  1961,  the  Session  voted  to  support  the  Fund  Raising 
Campaign  for  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  College,  Laurinburg,  N.  C. 
The  decision  was  to  give  the  suggested  eight  and  one  third  per  cent  of 
our  total  1959  budget,  but  to  give  it  over  a  five  year  period  instead 
of  the  recommended  three. 

In  a  significant  decision,  the  Session  increased  our  giving  to  Benev- 
olences that  year  by  $1,000. 

Still  another  venture  was  begun  in  February,  196L2,  when  the  con- 
gregation assumed  the  responsibility  of  partial  support  of  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Ovid  Bush,  missionaries  to  Korea.  This  support  continued  until  he 
returned  to  this  country.  Today  the  church  commits  herself  to  $1500 
yearly  for  the  support  of  Miss  Katherine  Mims  who  works  in  Kin- 
shasa, Zaire.  In  1972,  Miss  Mims  spent  a  week  with  us  participating 
in  a  number  of  church  meetings. 

A  new  financial  challenge  faced  the  church  in  1963.  On  March  18, 
R.  13.  Peters,  III,  spoke  to  the  joint  officers  as  a  representative  of 
Albemarle  Presbytery  concerning  the  Presbyterian  Development  Fund. 
At  the  conclusion  of  his  presentation,  the  officers  voted  to  pledge  a 
minimum  of  $10,000  to  the  fund  to  be  raised  through  the  budget  of 
the  church.  $1000  was  to  be  paid  in  1964,  and  $3000  for  the  next 
succeeding  three  years. 

In  September,  1960,  Dr.  J.  H.  Brown  asked  to  be  allowed  to  resign 
as  Clerk  of  the  Session.  The  Session  urged  him  to  continue,  however, 
and  re-elected  him  for  a  two  year  term.  After  his  illness  and  death, 
February,  1961,  Dr.  James  Bramham  was  elected  Clerk.  He  served 
under  the  Session's  new  rule  which  stated  that  "the  Clerk  of  the 
Session  shall  be  elected  for  a  two  year  term  and  that  he  shall  not 
succeed  himself  for  at  least  four  years."  Dr.  Bramham  was  succeeded 
by  M.  L.  Cromartie  and  by  J.  C.  Marrow. 

The  Minister's  Discretionary  Fund  was  established  in  March,  1960, 
and  is  still  a  helpful  part  of  our  ministry.  This  fund  was  to  be  used 
to  meet  all  kinds  of  needs  of  people  which  might  arise  and  was  to  be 
administered  totally  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister.  It  is  popular 
as  a  memorial  fund  and  also  as  a  special  gift  challenge.  Through  this 
fund  the  hungry  continue  to  be  fed,  the  naked  clothed,  medicine 
provided  for  the  sick,  young  men  and  women  educated  or   helped  in 
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times  of  trouble,  children  sent  to  camps  and  conferences  ...  a  list  of 
things  too  numerous  to  record.  It  has  provided  another  rich  source 
for  benevolent  assistance  to  the  community. 

The  congregation  was  saddened  on  July  16,  1961,  to  learn  of  the 
death  of  our  beloved  Dr.  Chester  Alexander.  The  Session  approved 
the  establishment  of  the  Chester  Alexander  Memorial  Fund,  to  be 
used  at  the  discretion  of  the  family.  J.  B.  Green,  Rob  Howard,  Mrs. 
C.  W.  Mayo  and  A.  D.  Mizell  were  designated  to  be  responsible  for 
the  fund. 

During  Mr.  Hobbie's  pastorate  several  outstanding  Presbyterian 
ministers  came  to  hold  special  services.  In  each  case  under  Mr.  Hob- 
bie's leadership  careful  plans  were  laid  for  their  coming.  Elders  even 
went  so  far  as  to  contact  members  by  telephone  to  invite  them  to 
attend.  Among  those  who  preached  were:  Dr.  John  Newton  Thomas 
and  Dr.  Donald  Miller  both  from  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Rich- 
mond, Virginia.  Also  during  those  years  Mr.  Hobbie  was  invited  to 
participate  in  the  Tower  Room  Scholar  program  at  the  seminary.  At 
still  another  time  in  celebration  of  "Church  Vocations  Emphasis"  at 
U.  T.  S.  a  minister  and  a  student  from  that  school  came  for  the  week- 
end, working  especially  with  the  youth  of  the  church.  Our  congregation 
has  rejoiced  in  this  Centennial  year  to  learn  of  Dr.  Hobbie's  appoint- 
ment as  Professor  of  Homiletics  at  Union  Theological  Seminary.  The 
Bible  studies  he  conducted  here  reflected  one  of  his  greatest  gifts  — 
that  of  teaching;  and  certainly  his  sermons  made  us  know  that  he 
can  teach  those  future  ministers  how  to  preach! 

Miss  Martha  Lou  Anderson  continued  as  D.  C.  E.  until  her  res- 
ignation which  was  effective  June  30,  1961.  She  became  D.  C.  E.  at 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Hampton,  Virginia.  Today  she  labors 
at  the  Highland  Presbyterian  Church,  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  Our  fare- 
wells to  her  were  full  of  appreciation  not  only  for  what  she  had  done 
but  even  more  for  what  she  had  been  to  each  of  us.  After  she  left,  the 
church  car  which  she  had  used  (replaced  the  Henry  J.  bought  for 
Allene  Rose)  was  given  to  Mrs.  Hobbie. 

The  method  of  electing  officers  was  considered  in  September,  1960, 
and  again  in  December  1961.  The  plan  adopted  was  essentially  the 
same  that  is  in  use  today,  details  of  which  were  carefully  prescribed 
mittee  composed  of  representatives  from  the  Session,  Diaconate,  and 
in  the  Session's  minutes  for  December  3,  1961.  A  nominating  corn- 
Women  of  the  Church  was  central  in  the  plan.  Members  were  urged 
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to  make  recommendations  to  the  committee  and  also  to  make  nomina- 
tions from  the  floor. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Brown  had  planted  the  seed  which  eventually  led  to  the 
rotation  of  elders.  The  Session  considered  their  rotation  as  early  as 
January  24,  1963.  A  Committee  "to  study  the  possibility  of  Rotation 
Plan  for  the  Session,"  Dr.  J.  S.  Bramham,  Chairman,  was  one  of  two 
temporary  committees  appointed  by  the  moderator.  The  rotation 
system  was  begun  in  January  19G9.  The  other  temporary  committee 
was  for  decorating  the  sanctuary  for  funerals  and  weddings,  H.  H. 
Taylor,  Chairman.  This  committee  established  much  needed  policies 
regarding  decorations. 

The  name  Covenant  Life  Curriculum  has  now  become  a  household 
word,  but  in  1963,  it  was  new,  untried,  and  many  of  us  felt  excite- 
ment and  apprehension  all  at  the  same  time.  Changes  can  have  that 
effect  on  people!  We  did  not  plunge  into  CLC  unprepared  however. 
Seventy  persons,  including  the  Session,  Diaconate,  and  the  Christian 
Education  Committee  were  invited  to  attend  a  detailed  presentation 
made  by  Mr.  Hobbie  and  Mrs.  John  Whaley.  Also  Mrs.  Alva  Clark, 
Mrs.  John  Whaley  and  David  Cook  met  with  Miss  Pat  Stapleton, 
Area  D.  C.  E.,  planned  an  Adult  Workshop  participated  in  by  forty 
persons,  especially  teachers.  With  so  thorough  an  indoctrination  the 
church  was  off  to  a  good  start  in  this  new  study  series  provided  by 
our  denomination. 

In  September  1960,  Mrs.  Robert  T.  Taylor  left  Tarboro  to  accept 
a  position  at  First  Baptist  Church,  Christiansburg,  Virginia.  Dr. 
Howard  S.  Hussy,  Chairman  and  other  members  of  Session's  music 
committee  secured  G.  F.  Keaton,  a  graduate  student  at  East  Carolina 
University,  to  play  the  organ.  He  continued  until  1961  when  Terry 
Michael  Coley,  also  an  East  Carolina  student,  agreed  to  commute 
from  Greenville  to  serve  as  organist-choir  director. 

Mr.  Coley  was  employed  to  work  in  a  permanent  position  as  Minis- 
ter of  Music.  He  organized  children's  choirs  and  continued  his  ex- 
cellent direction  of  the  adult  choir.  The  Session  gave  him  permission 
to  have  piano  students  to  supplement  his  salary. 

The  congregation  is  fortunate  indeed  that  he  has  remained  in  Tar- 
boro. No  words  could  describe  the  contribution  he  has  made  and  is 
making  not  only  in  our  church  but  in  the  community  also. 
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When  the  Hobbies  came  to  the  church  in  1958,  Mrs.  Raymond  Ed- 
mondson  (nee  Edna  Earle  Moseley)  ,  served  as  part-time  church 
secretary.  Later  Mrs.  James  S.  Bramham  (nee  Gibson  Hardaway) 
served  in  this  capacity  for  a  short  time.  Mrs.  Louis  Avery  Corning,  III, 
(nee  Madelon  Hamilton)  ,  followed  and  was  soon  employed  full  time. 
It  is  doubtful  that  any  minister  ever  had  three  more  competent 
secretaries. 

Church  Chatter,  a  monthly  news  letter  was  eagerly  anticipated 
and  was  used  to  promote  and  record  many  events  in  the  life  of  the 
church.  It  was  begun  during  these  years. 

In  early  1902,  the  manse  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  new 
family  room  and  downstairs  bath.  The  Hobbies  entertained  at  Open 
House  for  all  to  see  their  pleasure  in  these  new  much  needed  rooms. 
It  was  Mr.  Hobbie  who  began  the  cherished  custom  of  families  com- 
ing together  in  the  Sanctuary  for  Christmas  Eve  Communion.  The 
choir  was  not  used  in  order  that  members  could  sit  with  their  families. 
It  was  not  really  needed  for,  except  for  solos,  the  music  was  the  much 
loved  and  familiar  carols.  The  simplicity  of  the  service  gave  it  mean- 
ing for  even  the  youngest  worshiper. 

The  men  in  the  congregation  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Hobbie,  also, 
for  the  warm  fellowship  they  enjoyed  in  coming  together  for  weekly 
breakfasts.  Mrs.  T.  G.  Moseley  provided  the  delicious  and  bountiful 
meals  and  the  men  took  turns  in  leading  the  devotional. 

Mrs.  Hobbie  (nee  Jean  Maxwell)  was  her  husband's  main  stay 
during  his  ministry.  Her  steadfast  devotion  to  her  family  and  to  the 
church  endeared  her  to  us  all.  She  took  an  active  part  in  the  work 
of  the  WOC  and  in  the  Church  School.  Her  quiet  leadership  and 
gentle  strength  were  an  inspiration. 

Mr.  Hobbie  frequently  referred  to  "the  world  in  which  we  live" 
and  social  changes  in  one  part  of  the  world  had  begun  to  press  hard 
on  all  of  us.  His  leadership  during  those  years  was  felt  not  only  by 
one  congregation  but  also  in  the  community. 

Mr.  Hobbie's  resignation  August,  1963,  was  accepted  with  reluc- 
tance. His  call  to  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Staunton,  Virginia,  took 
him  back  to  his  native  state  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  minister 
not  only  to  that  congregation  but  also  to  the  fortunate  students  at 
Mary  Baldwin  College  to  whom  he  taught  Bible. 
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Characteristically,  Mr.  Hobbie  planned  ahead  for  those  first  months 
after  he  left.  The  church  calendar  was  outlined  for  the  fall  of  1963, 
including  one  participation  in  an  interdenominational  Family  Life 
Conference  held  in  our  church  in  October.  Dr.  William  B.  Oglesby,  Jr., 
UTS,  taught  a  class  on  "Christian  Marriage." 

The  Pulpit  Nominating  Committee,  Charles  E.  Hussey,  Chairman 
with  Dr.  J.  S.  Bramham,  Dr.  E.  L.  Roberson,  David  S.  Cook,  Mrs. 
Herman  Creech,  Jr.,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Marrow,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Carlisle  and  Mr. 
W.  T.  Decker  began  the  difficult  task  of  finding  a  new  pastor  for  our 
people. 

THE  REVEREND  DR.  SAMUEL  S.  WILEY 

Interim 

October  6,  1963  -  May,  1964 

Once  again  the  congregation  was  most  fortunate  in  securing  an 
interim  minister.  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Wiley  and  his  lovely  wife,  Isabel, 
came  from  Lookout  Mountain,  Tenn.  in  time  for  World  Wide  Com- 
munion on  October  6,  1968.  Initially  they  agreed  to  stay  three  months 
but  Dr.  Wiley  continued  his  work  through  May  1964.  His  thought  pro- 
voking sermons  and  his  leadership  of  the  Session  were  truly  appreci- 
ated. Also  he  visited  extensively.  One  result  of  the  contacts  thus 
made  was  the  reception  of  20  new  members  and  an  unusually  large 
Communicants  Class  of  twenty-two. 

He  provided  leadership  also  as  the  church  through  its  Christian 
Education  Committee,  R.  B.  Peters,  III,  Chairman  prepared  to  go 
into  the  Youth  Phase  of  Covenant  Life  Curriculum.  Presbytery  work- 
shops in  Greenville  and  Rocky  Mount  were  attended  by  adult  and 
youth  leaders  accompanied  by  Dr.  Wiley. 

In  March,  1964,  the  Session  heard  Miss  Eva  Louise  Cherry,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Cherry  discuss  her  application  as  a  candi- 
date for  Church  Vocation  and  her  intention  to  attend  the  Presby- 
terian School  of  Christian  Education,  Richmond,  Virginia.  The  Ses- 
sion and  the  congregation  rejoiced  in  her  decision.  She  is  fulfilling 
this  ambition  as  the  wife  of  a  Presbyterian  minister,  the  Reverend 
Mr.  James  McKinnon,  Jr.,  Morehead  City. 

The  Wrileys  lived  in  the  manse  which  had  been  furnished.  Their 
hospitality  there  is  remembered  also. 
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In  May  1964,  the  Pulpit  Committee  announced  to  the  congrega- 
tion its  choice  of  Irving-  Randolph  Stubbs  of  Thalia  Trinity  Presby- 
terian Church,  Lynhaven,  Virginia  as  nominee  for  the  pastorate  of 
this  church.  The  call  was  extended  following  the  vote  of  the  congrega- 
tion. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Wiley  left  Tarboro  for  Durham,  N.  C.  and  he  began 
his  new  work  as  Executive  Director  of  the  N.  C.  Council  of  Churches. 

The  congregation  made  eager  preparations  to  welcome  its  seven- 
teenth pastor  and  his  family. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  IRVING  R.  STUBBS 
August  27,  1964 -August  1,  1967 

The  church's  seventeenth  pastor,  The  Reverend  Mr.  Irving  R. 
Stubbs  came  to  Tarboro  in  August  1964.  At  his  first  meeting  with  the 
Session  he  spoke  of  his  past  experience  in  the  ministry  and  his  hopes 
for  the  future  of  this  church.  He  came  to  Tarboro  from  Thalia  Trinity 
Presbyterian  Church,  Lynhaven,  Virginia,  a  relatively  new  church 
many  of  whose  members  were  military  and  therefore  transient.  In 
addition  they  had  widely  different  denominational  backgrounds.  His 
new  challenge  was  quite  a  contrast,  for  the  congregation  here  already 
was  ninety  years  old  and  descendents  of  original  members  were  deeply 
involved  in  its  work. 

However,  the  changing  times  had  necessitated  the  consideration  of 
a  new  approach.  In  an  article  for  the  "Edgecombe  County  Chronicle" 
(September  28,  1966)  he  said:  "Howard  Memorial  as  a  member  of 
the  Body  of  Christ  is  a  congregation  in  transition.  It  is  attempting 
to  draw  from  its  near  century  of  roots  and  transition  as  well  as  from 
the  eternal  well  springs  of  God's  revelation  the  kind  of  resources  that 
will  equip  it  to  be  a  meaningful  instrument  in  the  hands  of  God  .  .  ." 

The  denomination  itself  was  involved  in  change.  In  early  December, 
Albemarle  Presbytery  met  in  a  called  session  to  bring  to  the  churches 
the  new  "Work  and  W7orship"  plan  of  organization.  After  hearing 
from  elders  who  attended  Presbytery  the  Session  unanimously  ap- 
proved the  adoption  of  the  proposed  organizational  structure.  J.  C. 
Marrow  and  Dr.  James  Bramham  were  appointed  to  serve  with  the 
Moderator  in  establishing  the  five  main  committees.  They  were  Wor- 
ship, Strengthening  the  Church,  Commitment,  Witness  and  Service. 
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All  committees  included  two  representatives  each  from  the  Session, 
the  Diaconate,  Women  of  the  Church  and  Youth,  with  additional 
members  from  the  church  at  large.  This  plan  is  still  in  use  today. 

Terry  Coley  remained  as  Minister  of  Music  but  he  assumed  various 
other  duties  as  well.  One  early  assignment  (October  1964)  was  to 
serve  as  administrator  of  a  plan  to  study  and  compile  a  pool  of  man- 
power of  the  church.  Women  of  the  Church  became  involved  in  this 
Assimilation  Program  by  forming  telephone  committees  to  complete 
data  sheets  on  each  family  within  the  church  for  a  permanent  file. 
This  was  done  in  an  effort  to  involve  more  fully  all  of  the  members 
in  the  work  and  worship  of  the  church. 

Another  later  task  was  accomplished  with  the  help  of  Mrs.  James  S. 
Bramham.  Mr.  Coley  and  Mrs.  Bramham  served  on  a  Memorial 
Gifts  Committee  named  by  the  Session's  Commitment  Committee. 
They  developed  a  list  of  appropriate  memorials  and  set  up  all  neces- 
sary plans  for  the  giving  and  receiving  of  such  gifts.  They  worked  long 
hours  to  compile  and  complete  the  beautiful  Book  of  Remembrance 
which  contains  a  complete  listing  of  gifts,  donors  and  recipients.  Mrs. 
Sara  Spain  Burnette,  one  of  the  gifted  artists  in  the  church,  inscribed 
all  the  information  in  the  permanent  record  book.  This  book  is  now 
on  display  in  the  Old  Session  Room. 

Miss  Barbara  Elizabeth  Bailey,  a  native  of  Orange,  Virginia,  came 
from  Virginia  Beach,  Virginia  in  February  1965,  to  become  the  new 
Director  of  Christian  Education.  Her  commissioning  service  was  held 
on  March  first.  She  moved  immediately  into  an  active  and  effective 
program  with  the  youth  of  the  church.  Adult  advisors,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dail  Holderness  continued  to  sponsor  a  distinctive  youth  work  pro- 
gram with  their  dedicated  initiative.  Later,  in  1966,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John 
I.  Brooks  began  what  was  to  be  a  meaningful  and  helpful  leadership 
of  the  Senior  Highs.  Their  service  continued  until  1973.  In  addition 
to  regular  meetings,  service  projects,  etc.,  the  young  people  during 
this  period  enjoyed  retreats  in  Southern  Pines  and  at  Bogue  Sound. 
They  invited  Glenn  Bannerman  of  the  Presbyterian  School  of  Chris- 
tian Education  Faculty  to  direct  them  in  an  evening  of  folk  dancing 
and  they  hosted  religious  drama  teams  from  East  Carolina  University. 
They  began  to  participate  in  the  Vocational  Guidance  Program  of- 
fered by  our  Synod  at  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  College  in  Laurin- 
burg.  Initially  our  involvement  in  the  guidance  program  was  under 
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the  local  direction  of  Mr.  Harold  Crumpler,  Chairman,  Mrs.  V.  H. 
Creech,  Jr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Marrow.  Mrs.  Marrow  later  helped  to  serve 
on  the  Synod's  committee  which  was  responsible  for  this  program 
and  served  as  local  Chairman  until  1972. 

Mr.  Stubbs  was  ably  assisted  throughout  his  ministry  by  the  able 
efficient  secretarial  services  of  Mrs.  Lawrence  (Phyllis)  Spain.  Mr. 
Stubbs  is  remembered  especially  for  what  has  been  called  "his  ecu- 
menical bent."  He  participated  in  a  pulpit  exchange  with  the  Rev- 
erend Mr.  Charles  M.  Riddle  of  Calvary  Episcopal  Church.  He 
initiated  Sunday  Evening  Forums  with  various  people  and  topics  of 
interest  including  Rabbi  S.  J.  Sarasohn  of  Rocky  Mount  and  Father 
Justin  of  Saint  Catherine's  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Tarboro.  In  ad- 
dition there  were  Pastor-People  dialogues.  This  was  during  a  time 
when  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  was  beginning  to  use  the  ver- 
nacular in  worship  and  to  relax  other  longtime  traditions  and  when 
Presbyterian  congregations  were  gradually  practicing  more  formal 
and  liturgical  worship  patterns. 

A  highlight  of  1900,  was  the  sponsoring  of  a  public  lecture  by 
Gertrude  Behanna,  author  of  her  life  story,  The  Late  Liz.  Mrs.  Be- 
hanna  returned  to  Tarboro  again  during  the  early  ministry  of  Robert 
Burns. 

Mr.  Stubbs  is  also  remembered  for  his  careful  adherence  to  our 
Presbyterian  form  of  government  as  stated  in  the  Book  of  Church 
Order.  lie  conducted  particularly  concentrated  indoctrination  for  all 
newly  elected  officers  of  the  church  and  led  the  Session  in  studying 
Church  doctrine. 

Weekly  Covenant  Life  Curriculum  sessions  were  held,  led  by  Mr. 
Stubbs,  Miss  Bailey,  and  Mr.  Coley.  Methods  used  were  varied  and 
interesting  and  also  served  as  a  model  for  church  school  teachers. 

The  church  library  had  a  "face  lift"  during  these  years.  Miss  Nettie 
Bunn  catalogued  and  marked  all  the  books  using  the  Dewey  Decimal 
System.  This  time  consuming  project  was  a  labor  of  love  and  was 
much  appreciated. 

Howard  Memorial  has  always  been  a  leading  church  in  Albemarle 
Presbytery  and  it  takes  that  responsibility  seriously.  In  August  1965, 
the  Session  became  concerned  with  the  lack  of  representative  at- 
tendance   at    meetings    of   Presbytery.    Accordingly    the    elders    sub- 
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mitted  a  resolution  to  Presbytery  encouraging  a  study  of  the  prob- 
lem to  be  followed  by  appropriate  action.  The  problem  still  exists  but 
an  effort  has  been  made  to  improve  the  situation. 

The  Session  also  took  action  (11-18-65)  to  approve  Mr.  Stubb's 
plan  to  try  "to  reactivate  to  some  extent  our  neighboring  smaller 
churches  which  are  suffering." 

February  21,  1965,  was  a  red  letter  day  for  the  Session.  That  group 
had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  James  Braswell  Holderness  speak  of  his 
decision  to  apply  as  a  candidate  for  the  Gospel  Ministry.  In  his  state- 
ment to  Presbytery  he  named  Miss  Allene  Rose,  former  D.C.E.,  as 
one  of  the  persons  whose  influence  led  him  to  make  this  decision.  He 
was  ordained  in.  the  Carrollton,  Georgia,  Presbyterian  Church  where 
he  served  as  Assistant  Pastor.  Presently  he  is  serving  as  iVssoeiate 
Pastor  in  the  Pulaski  Heights  Presbyterian  Church,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas. 

The  congregation  rejoiced  a  second  time  when  Jim's  brother,  Hay- 
wood Dail  Holderness,  Jr.,  made  a  similar  decision  and  appeared  be- 
fore the  Session,  May  21,  1967.  His  first  pastorate  was  in  Mobile, 
Alabama,  at  the  Grace  Presbyterian  Church  and  he  is  now  pastor  of 
the  Westminister  Presbyterian  Church,  Durham,  N.  C. 

These  brothers  both  graduated  from  Union  Theological  Seminary, 
Richmond,  Virginia  and  each  has  preached  in  our  Sanctuary  on  numer- 
ous occasions.  In  1972,  when  Albemarle  Presbyterial  met  at  Howard 
Memorial,  the  Holderness  brothers  were  invited  to  be  the  keynote 
speakers.  Their  ministry  has  been  a  blessing  to  us  all. 

In  the  summer  of  1965,  Mr.  Stubbs  and  Ruling  Elder  Romaine 
Howard  made  a  trip  to  the  Holy  Land.  It  was  an  experience  which 
enriched  Mr.  Stubb's  ministry  and  spilled  over  into  Mr.  Howard's 
Church  School  class  as  well.  Together  they  gave  a  slide  presentation 
to  the  congregation. 

Mr.  Howard  later  brought  much  honor  to  us  all  when  he  became 
the  first  lay  moderator  of  Presbytery  which  our  church  has  produced 
in  recent  years.  J.  C.  Marrow  reported  to  the  Session  that  the 
"moderator  conducted  the  meeting  with  much  poise  and  effective- 
ness." 

The  minister's  wife  is  always  an  important  part  of  any  pastorate 
and  Ann  H.  Stubbs  was  no  exception.  In  her  calm  and  dedicated  way 
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she  supported  her  husband  in  all  of  his  endeavors  and  with  their  sons 
participated  in  the  work  and  worship  of  the  church.  Her  special 
contribution  was  in  the  church  school  where  she  helped  to  set  up  a 
more  effective  program  for  the  young  children.  Also  her  small  dinners 
for  groups  of  officers  and  their  wives  were  appreciated  and  are  re- 
membered with  love. 

On  May  28,  1967,  Mr.  Stubbs  announced  to  a  joint  meeting  of 
Elders  and  Deacons  that  after  a  lengthy  and  prayerful  period  he  had 
decided  to  accept  a  call  as  Associate  Director  of  TRUST  (acronym 
for  Task-Force  for  Renewal,  Urban  Strategy  and  Training)  in  Rich- 
mond, Virginia.  In  a  later  congregational  meeting  on  June  4,  the 
Congregation  agreed  to  honor  Mr.  Stubbs'  request  that  he  be  relieved 
of  his  duties  effective  August  first. 

A  pulpit  nominating  Committee,  R.  E.  Lawrence  and  Rob  Howard, 
Co-Chaiimen,  Mrs.  Lucille  T.  Fountain,  Mrs.  John  Whaley,  Dr.  John 
I.  Brooks,  Dr.  Howard  Hussey,  Jr.,  Mr.  Ed  Kittinger,  Mr.  V.  H. 
Creech,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brown  and  J.  C.  Marrow,  was  named  and  the 
search  began  for  a  new  pastor. 

Fortunately  the  interim  between  Mr.  Stubbs  and  his  successor  was 
relatively  brief.  Jim  Holderness  filled  the  pulpit  during  August  and 
again  at  Christmas.  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Wiley  commuted  from  Durham  and 
preached  many  times.  The  congregation  appreciated  his  efforts  and 
also  the  ministers  and  students  who  came  from  Union  Seminary.  It 
seems  appropriate  also,  to  remember  with  gratitude  the  interest  shown 
this  church  by  the  Reverend  Thomas  M.  Davis,  Executive  Secretary 
of  Albemarle  Presbytery.  He  has  filled  our  pulpit  on  many  occasions 
and  has  been  especially  helpful  during  those  times  when  we  have  been 
between  pastors. 

The  Battle  Avenue  manse  was  sold  and  a  temporary  manse  bought 
on  Clark  Drive.  Members  worked  excitedly  to  get  the  new  home  ready 
for  the  Robert  E.  Burns,  III  family. 

THE  REVEREND  MR.  ROBERT  E.  BURNS,  III 
1968- 

In  early  January  1968  Earle  Lawrence,  Chairman  of  the  Pulpit 
Nominating  Committee,  presented  the  name  of  Robert  E.  Burns,  III, 
to  the  congregation.  His  call  by  the  congregation  was  unanimous. 
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Mr.  Burns,  his  wife,  Sheila,  and  their  two  young  sons  moved  to 
Tarboro  from  Mount  Olive,  N.  C,  where  they  had  served  The  Mount 
Olive  Presbyterian  Church.  In  late  February  they  moved  into  a 
temporary  manse  on  the  corner  of  Clark  Drive  and  Roberson  Drive. 
After  the  ministry  of  Irving  Stubbs,  the  Battle  Avenue  Manse  was 
sold  with  the  congregation  understanding  that  in  the  next  few  years 
a  manse  project  would  be  pursued  —  thus  solving  the  housing  prob- 
lem that  was  a  recurring  dilemma  for  the  church  officers. 

Mr.  Burns  preached  his  first  sermon  on  March  3,  1968  to  an  over- 
flowing congregation.  Many  will  remember  the  topic  of  that  sermon, 
"The  Mind  of  Christ,"  and  the  text  from  Philippians  2  which  Mr. 
Burns  repeatedly  preached  on  the  anniversary  of  his  coming  each  year: 
"Have  this  mind  among  yourselves  which  you  have  in  Christ  Jesus." 
Since  that  Sunday  in  March,  the  congregation  has  been  blessed  with 
his  dedicated  leadership.  He  has  brought  new  vitality  into  the  con- 
tinuing efforts  of  this  people  to  witness  in  the  community. 

Central  in  our  Presbyterian  tradition  is  the  proclamation  of  the 
Gospel  in  a  scholarly  and  dedicated  manner.  Mr.  Burns  has  upheld 
that  tradition.  His  sermons  give  evidence  of  careful  preparation  and 
of  thorough  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures.  They  instruct  and  inspire. 
His  worship  services,  both  traditional  and  contemporary,  are  varied 
and  unique.  To  some  in  the  congregation  his  prayers  are  the  most 
helpful  part  of  the  service.  He  has  said  that  Dr.  James  A.  Jones,  late 
President  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  always  taught  the  students 
to  spend  as  much  time  in  the  preparation  of  their  prayers  as  they 
did  in  writing  their  sermons.  His  professor  would  be  pleased  and  proud 
in  the  effort  there  expended,  but  the  real  power  in  the  prayers  is  not 
just  in  the  words  themselves,  but  in  the  faith  and  love  these  words 
express. 

Apart  from  his  preaching  ministry,  many  church  members  have 
sought  Mr.  Burns'  counsel  in  the  study  and  found  help  there. 

In  addition  to  his  commitment  and  support  of  the  Congregation, 
Mr.  Burns  has  provided  key  leadership  within  community  service 
organizations.  In  1972  he  was  awarded  the  Distinguished  Service 
Award  by  the  Tarboro  Jaycees. 

He  has  been  a  leader  within  the  Presbytery  and  has  served  on 
numerous  Synod   Committees.   Presently   he   is   on   Synod's    Council 
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where  he  chairs  the  committee  on  Long  Range  Planning  and  Review. 
Each  year  he  teaches  in  some  Assembly  sponsored  Conference  in 
Montreat  and  holds  workshops  in  Drama  and  worship  across  the 
Assembly. 

In  August  1968,  Howard  Memorial  sponsored  its  first  pictorial 
Directory.  It  continues  to  be  a  very  special  publication  because  of 
sentiment  attached  to  it. 

1969  was  a  busy  year.  One  of  the  new  Minister's  first  undertakings 
was  to  establish  the  rotation  system  for  Elders.  On  June  29,  1969,  the 
congregation  adopted  a  policy  whereby  the  Session  would  be  composed 
of  five  classes  of  three  elders  each.  At  that  meeting  M.  L.  Cromartie, 
Sr.,  H.  H.  Palmer,  Sr.  and  Ashley  Speir  were  elected  Elders  Emeritus, 
completing  many  long  and  devoted  years  of  service. 

In  September,  the  session  voted  unanimously  to  transfer  the  deed 
for  the  Cobb  manse  to  the  Trustees  of  Cobb  Memorial  Presbyterian 
Church.  Thus  ended  the  legal  responsibility  that  the  Session  and 
Trustees  of  Howard  Memorial  had  handled  for  over  three  decades. 

On  December  1,  1969,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Brown  became  the  church's  first 
woman  officer,  assuming  responsibility  on  the  Diaconate. 

She  was  to  be  followed  the  next  year  by  Mrs.  R.  M.  Fountain 
(Lucille  Turner)  who  was  elected  to  the  Diaconate  for  a  five  year 
term  in  1974.  Mrs.  Fountain  was  also  elected  to  serve  as  our  first 
female  Trustee.  Lucille  continues  in  a  role  long  established  of  pro- 
viding quiet  but  sound  and  efficient  service.  In  addition  to  her  of- 
ficial duties  as  church  officer  she  has  worked  untiringly  in  various 
aspects  of  the  Women  of  the  Church  and  will  especially  be  remember- 
ed for  serving  as  chairman  of  the  Church's  Decorating  Committee  for 
a  number  of  years.  The  congregation  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  her  tal- 
ented hand  at  Thanksgiving,  Christmas  and  Easter  for   many  a  year. 

Mrs.  Julius  Creech  was  elected  in  1971,  to  the  Diaconate  and 
has  continued  the  strong  line  of  service  begun  by  Mrs.  Brown. 

1969  also  found  other  women  busily  at  work.  Mrs.  M.  L.  Cromar- 
tie (Rachel)  spent  much  time  cataloguing  the  church  library  and 
receiving  new  additions.  Mrs.  Ben  Carlisle  (Louise)  representative 
or  manv  teachers,  continued  her  teaching  in  the  Kindergarten  Class 
and  her  frequent  visits  to  the  homes  of  her  pupils.  Certainly  for 
many  a  four  and  five  year  old  happiness  was  having  Mrs.  Carlisle  for 
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a  teacher.  Today  she  is  one  of  the  congregation's  best  visitors  and 
frequently  covers  for  the  minister  and  officers. 

Mr.  Burns  admits  that  the  tone  of  his  ministry  was  set  by  his  pre- 
decessors, Messrs.  Hobbie  and  Stubbs.  The  pace  for  change  during 
the  preceding  decade  had  accelerated  to  an  eagerness  and  willing- 
ness for  change  on  the  part  of  the  Session  and  congregation.  Much 
of  Mr.  Burns'  ministry  has  been  in  the  time-honored  tradition  of  the 
last  century;  however,  he  has  also  presented  the  new  trends  within 
the  denomination  and  society. 

Three  long-time  staff  members  have  continued  their  associations 
with  Mr.  Burns  and  these  relationships  have  proved  to  be  tremendous- 
ly successful. 

Terry  Michael  Coley  continued  his  work  at  the  church,  though  now 
much  expanded.  In  the  interim  between  Mr.  Stubbs  and  Mr.  Burns, 
the  Session  employed  Mr.  Coley  not  only  as  Choirmaster,  but  also 
as  Director  of  Christian  Education.  He  has  continued  in  that  very 
satisfactory  arrangement. 

No  two  members  of  a  church  staff  could  work  more  harmoniously 
together  than  do  Mr.  Burns  and  Mr.  Coley.  By  every  measure  they 
are  a  team.  It  has  been  during  their  associations  together  that  the 
congregation  has  seen  the  real  scope  of  Mr.  Coley 's  talents.  His  musi- 
cal contributions  to  Sabbath  worship,  his  original  cantatas  and  musi- 
cals, his  lively  reviews  involving  all  ages  of  the  congregation  are  now 
but  part  of  his  work.  He  is  equally  competent  in  guiding  the  Strength- 
ening the  Church  Committee  or  advising  the  Youth  or  participating 
in  a  Presbytery  workshop.  Many  say  the  church  is  his  life.  Truly 
without  his  talents  and  devotion  to  his  work,  the  program  of  our 
church  would  be  less  effective. 

After  ten  years  of  faithful  service,  as  a  token  of  their  esteem  and 
love  the  congregation  and  the  choir  presented  Terry  with  a  check 
which  enabled  him  to  spend  a  month  in  Europe.  His  untiring  efforts 
continue. 

Margie  Hollowell  Clark,  Assistant  Church  Treasurer  and  Activities 
Co-ordinator,  is  the  right  arm  of  the  minister.  For  many  years  now 
she  has  been  a  walking  resource  of  church  information.  Her  position 
does  not  confine  her  to  her  desk,  but  many  will  recall  seeing  her  in 
the  kitchen  up  to  her  elbows  in  potato  salad,  painstakingly  organizing 
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the  Every  Member  Canvass,  adding  the  last  touch  to  an  arrangement 
of  greenery,  hastily  making  her  way  to  speak  to  a  new  comer  or  taking 
copious  minutes  for  the  Women's  Council.  Moreover,  she  has  taught 
in  the  Church  School  both  in  the  Elementary  and  Adult  Division. 
She  goes  about  her  task  with  pencil  in  hand,  with  a  smile  on  her  face 
and  with  much  devotion  for  her  Lord.  Certainly  the  organization  of 
the  church  would  not  run  as  efficiently  as  it  is  without  her  oversight. 
She  has  supported  Mr.  Burns  totally  in  his  ministry. 

Robert  Parker  has  served  the  church  since  1951,  and  the  death 
of  Charles  Branch.  "Robert",  as  he  is  called  by  young  and  old  alike,  has 
served  faithfully  and  is  a  friend  of  all  the  ministers.  His  is  a  familiar 
face  on  happy  occasions  and  sad — weddings  and  funerals — as  he  rings 
or  tolls  the  church  bell.  He  is  frequently  joined  in  his  work  by  his 
wife  Martha  who,  like  Robert  has  labored  long  for  the  church. 

The  Burns  years  have  been  marked  by  new  forms  of  worship.  The 
first  contemporary  service  in  early  1969  was  marked  by  great  congrega- 
tional preparation.  The  services  have  always  been  carefully  planned 
and  coordinated.  Even  though  the  Session  in  1953  approved  the  use 
of  a  banner  in  the  Sanctuary  at  a  Presbytery  Meeting,  little  did  they 
realize  that  tambourines,  banners,  balloons,  dance  and  combos  would 
one  day  be  part  of  their  worship  experience.  The  services  have  already 
been  throughly  evaluated  by  the  Session  and  found  to  be  in  favor 
with  the  congregation. 

Within  the  Synod  of  N.  C,  Howard  Memorial  became  an  early 
leader  in  such  contemporary  services.  She  gained  such  a  reputation 
that  in  1972  the  minister  and  choir  were  invited  to  Montreat  to  hold 
a  contemporary  worship  service  in  Anderson  auditorium.  Nearly  forty 
members  of  the  congregation  journeyed  to  the  Assembly's  conference 
grounds  to  recreate  their  "People"  service. 

One  of  Mr.  Burns'  skills  lies  in  the  field  of  drama  for  the  church. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival,  a  drama  program  was  begun  in  the  church 
that  has  provided  many  happy  times  and  warm  congregational  ex- 
periences. The  Easter  plays,  the  Christmas  pageants,  the  Christian 
Family  Week  reviews,  the  production  of  "The  King  and  I"  which 
played  for  five  nights  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  have  all  served  to  draw 
the  congregation  closer. 

Two  productions  written  by  Mr.  Coley  and  produced  first  in  the 

66 


church  have  been  given  Assembly  exposure.  "Get  Me  to  the  World 
on  Time"  was  presented  on  various  occasions  within  the  Synod  and 
was  the  hit  of  the  1972  Assembly's  Women's  Conference.  "For  Such 
a  Time  as  This"  was  written  especially  for  the  1973  World  Mission's 
Conference  and  the  players  from  the  church  received,  along  with  Mr. 
Coley,  a  standing  ovation  for  their  work. 

In  this  centennial  year,  three  popular  presentations  were  "It's  Cool 
in  the  Furnace"  sung  and  acted  by  the  Youth  Choir  and  "100% 
Chance  of  Rain"  by  the  Elementary  Choirs.  In  the  summer  a  dinner 
theatre  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  featured  a  delightful  production  of 
"You're  a  Good  Man,  Charlie  Brown". 

Always  at  her  husband's  side  in  the  drama  or  behind  him  in  the 
choir  loft  is  his  wife.  The  congregation  is  grateful  for  the  inspiration 
provided  by  Sheila  Kennedy  Burns.  Her  warmth  and  graciousness 
have  been  appreciated  in  their  Clark  Drive  home  and  later  in  the 
new  manse  on  Canal  Street.  Her  influence  and  ability  have  been 
important  also  in  the  community,  especially  in  the  Friends  of  the 
Library  and  the  Woman's  Club.  Mrs.  Burns'  dedication  is  perhaps 
best  realized  when  she  expresses  herself  in  song.  Her  rich  and  lovely 
voice  has  touched  us  all.  The  choir  has  leaned  heavily  on  her  since 
1968  but  has  been  especially  dependent  on  her  leadership  since  several 
other  leading  sopranos  moved  away.  She  is  a  constant  support  to  her 
husband;  she  is  "the  minister's  minister".  For  her  to  insure  his  hap- 
piness is  the  greatest  contribution  she  could  make  to  the  congrega- 
tion. 

Understood  in  Mr.  Burns'  call  was  the  fact  that  he  would  spend 
a  great  portion  of  his  time  and  energy  working  with  the  young 
people.  He  lost  no  time  in  beginning.  An  unusually  large  communi- 
cants' class  of  twenty-eight  was  awaiting  him  upon  his  arrival.  On 
Palm  Sunday  1968,  when  the  class  joined  the  church  his  choice  of  in- 
dividual Bible  verses  for  each  young  person  showed  that  already  he 
identified  with  them  in  a  most  remarkable  way.  He  asked  permission 
to  teach  the  Senior  Highs  in  Sunday  School  that  first  Spring  as  a 
means  of  knowing  them  more  quickly,  and  especially  as  a  way  of 
establishing  rapport  with  the  graduating  seniors.  The  Session  approved 
his  proposal  that  he  and  Terry  Coley  visit  the  college  students  on 
their  North  Carolina  campuses  in  order  that  he  and  they  could  get  ac- 
quainted. (The  fruits  of  this  venture  were  realized  when  these  students 
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sought  his  counsel  during  holidays  and  vacations.)  Late  each  summer 
the  church  sponsors  supper  for  graduating  seniors  and  their  parents. 
Traditionally  Mr.  Burns  has  spoken  on  "Identity"  and  concluded  the 
service  with  the  Sacrament  of  Communion.  Always  in  the  Youth 
Work  there  has  been  the  exceptional  leadership  of  Mr.  Coley,  whose 
responsibilities  since  1968  have  included  Christian  Education,  and 
numbers  of  excellent  advisors.  Among  those  advisors  who  will  be  re- 
membered for  their  faithfulness  are  Dr.  and  Mrs.  John  I.  Brooks  who 
met  with  the  Senior  Highs  each  Sunday  night  from  1968-1973  and 
to  their  successor,  Mrs.  John  Whaley  (Janie)  . 

In  1972  Janie  Whaley  was  elected  as  the  first  woman  to  the  Ses- 
sion of  Howard  Memorial.  Since  that  time  she  has  served  as  chairman 
of  the  Strengthening  the  Church  Committee.  She  is  a  faithful  mem- 
ber of  the  choir  and  a  willing  laborer.  The  brass  in  the  Sanctuary 
usually  shines  because  of  her  elbow  grease. 

In  1973,  Mrs.  George  Moore  was  elected  to  the  Session.  Previ- 
ously Kathleen  Moore  had  excelled  in  her  contribution  to  Women's 
work  both  locally  and  on  the  Presbytery  level.  She  always  presents 
herself  with  great  dignity  and  poise,  a  woman  of  discernment  and 
discretion. 

In  1974,  Mrs.  John  Carpenter  was  the  third  woman  elected  to  the 
Session.  Previously  she  had  served  as  President  of  the  WTomen  of  the 
Church.  In  being  ordained  as  Elder,  Mrs.  Carpenter  merely  con- 
tinued her  long  service  record  to  the  church.  Mrs.  Carpenter  is  unique. 
Few  people  are  blessed  with  as  many  gifts  or  so  filled  with  love  as 
this  gracious  lady.  Aside  from  the  continual  leadership  she  has  pro- 
vided for  her  circle  as  chairman  and  Bible  teacher,  her  greatest 
legacy  has  been  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  graders  in  Church  School.  In 
the  classroom,  as  elsewhere,  we  see  her  wisdom,  her  creativity,  her 
faithfulness,  her  patience,  her  skill  and  a  dynamic  witness  to  the 
Christian  faith.  Surely  the  writer  of  Proverbs  must  have  known  her 
spirit  when  he  wrote: 

"Strength  and  dignity  are  her  clothing  .  .  . 

She  opens  her  mouth  with  wisdom 

and  the  teaching  of  kindness  is  on  her  tongue."    Proverbs  31: 25,26 

Other  Youth  activities  are  frequently  planned,  including  field  trips 
to  Washington  and  New  York.  In  the  summer  of  1971,  a  group  of 
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twelve  youths,  Mr.  Burns  and  Mr.  Coley,  spent  two  weeks  in  home 
mission  work  in  Guerrant  Presbytery,  Kentucky.  It  was  such  a  warm 
experience  and  so  many  wonderful  friendships  were  established.  The 
following  Christmas  vacation,  forty  Kentucky  Youth  and  advisors 
visited  Tarboro  for  nearly  a  week. 

Accompanying  the  Kentucky  caravan  as  chaperone,  teacher  and 
cook  was  Mrs.  Dail  Holderness.  This  experience  is  typical  of  the 
adventurous  spirt  of  Nancy  and  Dail  Holderness.  Many  a  minister  has 
reverently  exclaimed,  ''Thank  God  for  Nancy  and  Dail!"  Aside  from 
their  generous  support,  they  have  given  freely  of  their  energies  and 
their  knowledge.  As  Elder  for  many  years  Dail  has  guided  the  pro- 
gramming of  the  church;  truly  it  can  be  said  he  is  on  the  "cutting 
edge."  In  this  Centennial  year  Dail  served  as  Chairman  of  the  Con- 
tennial  Campaign,  even  as  he  chaired  the  1957  Campaign  for  the 
Educational  Building  Program.  As  leader  par  excellence,  Nancy  has 
spearheaded  in  recent  years  the  establishment  of  the  Day  Care 
Center  and  the  Laubach  Reading  Program.  Without  her  expertise 
and  ability  to  relate  with  people,  the  success  of  these  two  ventures 
would  be  questionable.  Nancy  and  Dail  served  for  many  years  as 
Youth  Advisors.  Today  they  are  busily  at  work  as  trustees  for  sev- 
eral of  our  Presbyterian  institutions. 

With  the  help  of  Mrs.  Holderness,  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Burns,  the 
approval  of  the  Session  and  the  superior  work  of  Mrs.  Dan  Mizell 
(Edna  Best)  in  1971,  the  Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Day  Care 
Center  opened  its  doors.  As  Director  of  the  Center,  Mrs.  Earl  Purvis 
(Sadie  Griggs) ,  a  member  of  the  church,  was  employed.  The  Center 
has  grown  and  expanded  each  year  and  continues  to  be  a  vital  arm 
of  our  church's  outreach,  caring  for  thirty-five  children  each  day  while 
their  parents  work. 

The  Laubach  Literacy  program  also  was  begun  in  the  early  seven- 
ties. Forty  persons  from  the  congregation  and  community  were  trained 
to  teach  the  illiterate.  Many  rewarding  and  amusing  experiences  have 
been  sharel  by  such  faithful  teachers  as  Mrs.  Frank  Karaus  (Mildred) , 
Mr.  David  Cook,  and  Mrs.  Holderness  as  they  met  weekly  with  their 
students.  Mrs.  Ben  Brinson  (nee  Elizabeth  Moore)  serves  as  co- 
ordinator of  the  program. 

Mr.  Burns  will  be  remembered  also  for  his  unusual  creative  abili- 
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ties.  Many  people  are  artistic,  but  few  share  that  gift  with  others 
as  he  has  done.  And  certainly  few  ministers  are  willing  or  able  to 
concern  themselves  with  helping  their  members  to  make  a  cross  or 
star  for  the  Chrismon  tree,  to  learn  how  to  make  lovely  decorations 
in  a  craft  class,  to  construct  and  paint  banners  for  worship,  to  make 
costumes  or  paint  scenery  for  the  productions. 

In  September  1972  the  Burns  Family  moved  into  a  new  manse  on 
Canal  Street.  The  new  dwelling  came  as  the  result  of  much  effort 
and  generosity  on  the  part  of  the  congregation.  Today  that  manse 
would  not  have  been  a  reality  without  the  capable  direction  of  Mr. 
V.  Herman  Creech  and  Mr.  Earle  Lawrence,  Co-Chairman  of  the 
Manse  Committee.  The  initial  work  on  the  manse  began  in  the  serv- 
ice Committee  of  the  Session,  Chaired  by  Mr.  Charles  Hussey.  It 
passed  from  there  to  a  committee  who  designed  the  structure.  Those 
who  served  on  that  committee  will  remember  the  careful  planning 
of  Mrs.  Hassell  Thigpen.  Mrs.  Herman  Creech  joined  the  Burnses  in 
selecting  color  and  fabric  for  the  home.  Mr.  Ben  C.  Mayo,  II,  excelled 
in  his  work  as  finance  chairman  and  at  the  writing  of  this  history 
only  a  small  note  remains  unpaid.  In  October  1972,  the  Women  of 
the  Church  officially  welcomed  the  congregation  to  the  manse  with 
a  lovely  tea. 

In  early  1973,  a  much  needed  Session  Room  was  completed  and 
furnished  through  the  generosity  of  Mrs.  Jane  Gregory  Marrow.  That 
same  year,  J.  C.  Marrow,  her  devoted  husband,  completed  twelve 
years  of  conscientious  and  faithful  service  as  Clerk  of  the  Session. 
Another  couple  consistent  in  their  support,  service,  and  constant 
leadership  is  Lum  and  Miriam  Mayo. 

Later  that  year  the  Sanctuary  was  repainted  and  recarpeted  and 
in  this  centennial  year  a  capital  improvements  campaign  to  which 
$36,000  was  pledged  has  been  launched  by  the  congregation  to  re- 
furbish the  Educational  Building,  landscape  the  churchyard  and 
make  other  necessary  repairs. 

The  years  of  the  early  seventies  have  been  filled  with  times  happy 
and  sad.  During  the  height  of  the  conflict  in  Vietnam  the  congrega- 
tion was  shocked  and  saddened  by  the  deaths  of  two  young  men 
in  the  service  of  their  country.  Will  Allsbrook  and  Billy  Thigpen,  sons 
of  the  church  and  much  beloved  for  their  vitality  and  friendliness, 
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were  active  members  of  the  church  as  teenagers.  Their  deaths  were 
mourned  by  the  congregation  and  community  alike. 

During  these  years  we  were  also  saddened  by  the  deaths  of  several 
persons  whose  names  have  already  been  recorded:  Mrs.  Carrie  Wig- 
gins, Mrs.  Isabel  Harrell,  Mrs.  Annie  Bogey,  Mr.  J.  T.  Sadler,  Mr. 
M.  L.  Cromartie,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  H.  Palmer,  Sr.,  and  others  whose 
contributions  to  the  church  cannot  be  measured. 

As  this  history  is  being  completed  for  printing,  the  congregation  is 
mourning  the  death  at  57  of  beloved  Ruling  Elder  Rufus  Earle  Law- 
rence on  August  11,  1974.  From  the  time  that  he  and  his  family  came 
to  Tarboro  in  1947,  he  has  been  active  in  many  ways  in  the  life  of 
this  church.  To  each  task  he  brought  his  intellect  and  sound  judg- 
ment, patience,  consecration,  and  where  needed,  his  keen  sense  of 
humor.  In  all  of  his  efforts  his  life  gave  testimony  to  his  faith  in  a 
loving  Father  who  gave  His  Son  for  us  all. 

Among  the  deaths  in  these  years  whose  lives  were  prominent  in 
Howard  Memorial's  history  are  1968,  Mr.  Rawls  Howard,  Mrs.  H.  H. 
Taylor,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Ralph  West;  1969,  Mr.  R.  M.  Fountain,  Mrs.  M.  J. 
Moye,  Mr.  Vernon  Sawyer;  1970,  Mrs.  Bruce  Fountain,  Mr.  Thad 
Hussey,  Mrs.  V.  H.  Creech,  Sr.,  Mrs.  Sam  Carlisle;  1971,  Mrs.  Howard 
Hussey,  Jr.,  Mr.  Jesse  W.  Rogerson,  Mr.  Bruce  Fountain;  1973,  Mrs. 
Harvey  McNair,  Mr.  George  Whitehurst,  Mrs.  David  Sugg;  1974, 
Mrs.  J.  R,  Ballard, 

"Surrounded  by  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,"  the  spirits  of  the 
people  of  this  congregation  do  not  falter,  nor  does  their  missionary 
zeal.  The  mission  mindset  of  the  church  continues  to  evidence  itself 
in  many  ways.  In  the  late  1960s,  Dr.  Ralph  Dunn,  deacon,  Church 
School  teacher,  surgeon,  spent  several  months  on  a  mission  in  Vietnam. 

In  1972,  the  church  officers  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of  World 
Missions  provided  funds  to  send  Mr.  Burns  to  Zaire.  For  six  weeks 
he  ministered  there  to  our  missionaries  and  to  our  black  Christians. 
Upon  his  return  he  spoke  widely  across  the  Synod. 

At  the  writing  of  this  history  Dr.  James  S.  Bramham  is  on  his 
fifth  eye-mission  to  Bolivia.  Jim,  who  has  been  practising  optometry 
in  the  community  for  nearly  thirty  years,  accepted  the  challenge  in 
Bolivia  some  years  ago.  And  has  returned  yearly  since  that  time  to 
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minister  to  the  poor-sighted.  Without  the  love,  help  and  organization 
of  his  wife  Gibson  the  trips  would  never  materialize.  And  Jim,  an 
avid  baseball  fan,  is  careful  never  to  schedule  the  mission  during  the 
World  Series. 

But  Jim  and  Gibson  do  not  have  to  go  beyond  the  city  limits 
to  extend  their  service  and  loving  activity.  Any  member  of  the  church 
may  suddenly  see  them  standing  at  their  door  popping  in  for  a  visit. 
Their  genuine  concern  for  people,  their  warm  and  loving  spirits,  their 
unselfishness  give  daily  evidence  of  their  commitment. 

In  October  1971,  Raby  and  Gwendolyn  Moore  joined  this  church. 
A  year  later,  Raby  became  a  candidate  for  the  gospel  ministry,  fully 
approved  by  the  Session.  Today  he  continues  his  studies  at  Union 
Theological  Seminary. 

In  July  1973,  Rhine  and  Leona  Fecho  became  Howard  Memorial's 
first  members  to  volunteer  for  overseas  missionary  service  through 
our  Board  of  World  Missions.  In  a  few  years  as  members  of  the 
church,  the  Fechoes  energy  and  enthusiasm  filled  many  needed  spots 
—  in  the  choir,  on  the  Diaconate,  wherever  there  was  a  task  to  be 
done.  Through  their  experiences  here  and  under  the  leading  of  God, 
they  were  called  to  serve.  They  and  their  son  Jeff  became  our  denom- 
ination's first  missionaries  to  Haiti,  where  they  are  now  serving. 

Locally  the  church's  program  continues.  A  clothing  closet  is  kept 
by  the  Women  of  the  Church,  a  Dial-A-Prayer  service  is  offered  to 
the  community,  a  dynamic  Yokefellow  group  was  begun  in  1973  and 
continues,  an  interested  group  of  Young  Adults  meet  monthly  for 
supper  and  study,  and  most  recently  another  community  service  proj- 
ect has  been  established,  Park-A-Tot.  Mrs.  Joseph  Calvert  (nee 
"Bill"  Sermons)  a  Director  of  the  Day  Care  Center,  was  instrumental 
in  guiding  this  most  recent  service  in  its  establishment.  For  the  past 
three  years  Col.  Thomas  E.  Page  has  provided  excellent  leadership 
for  the  Men  of  the  Church  who  meet  quarterly  for  dinner  and  a 
program.  These  projects  would  be  impossib'e  without  the  dedicated 
service  of  a  host  of  disciples  who  must  go  unnamed  for  lack  of  space. 

Since  1972  the  summer  programs  have  been  enhanced  by  ,.  te  work 
of  student  assistant  ministers  from  Union  Theological  Seminary.  The 
congregation  has  been  unanimously  impressed  by  the  fine  quality  of 
work   and   worship   provided    by   the   students.   Those   sharing   their 
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ministry  with  us  include:    Robert  Dunham    (1972)  ,  Leonard    (Jim) 
Sirbaugh   (1973)   and  Edmund  Warren    (1974)  . 

The  success  of  the  past  vears  is  perhaps  best  reflected  in  the  growth 
of  the  church's  stewardship,  even  thoush  there  has  been  no  great 
growth  in  membership.  In  1970,  1971,  and  1972  the  church  succeeded 
in  achieving  what  every  church  dreams  of  doino1  —  giving  more  to 
benevolences  than  she  spent  on  current  expenses.  In  the  Dast  six  years 
congregational  giving  has  increased  by  over  $25,000.  Yearly  contri- 
butions are  now  in  excess  of  $125,000. 

In  mid  1973  plans  were  begun  to  celebrate  Howard  Memorial's  one 
hundredth  birthday.  Mr.  R.  Brookes  Peters,  Jr.  was  appointed  by  the 
Session  to  chair  the  Centennial  Committee.  Mrs.  Ben  C.  Mayo,  II, 
Dr.  James  Bramham  and  Mr.  Herbert  Taylor  were  appointed  to  plan 
with  various  committees  (see  appendix  —  the  Homecoming  Event)  . 
Mr.  Burns  has  been  especially  sensitive  to  the  need  for  us  to  look 
back  over  the  100  years,  to  mark  their  passing  with  a  significant  cele- 
bration, and  to  preserve  the  story  of  those  years  for  future  genera- 
tions. 

It  is  on  that  note  of  anticipation  for  the  good  years  that  lie  ahead 
under  the  Grace  of  God  that  this  part  of  the  history  must  end. 
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EPILOGUE 

Blessed  memories  have  been  enjoyed  as  this  history  was  written. 
No  doubt  you,  the  reader,  could  add  much  to  the  account.  You  remem- 
ber the  day  you  joined  this  fellowship,  the  welcome  you  received,  the 
work  you  found  to  do  here.  You  remember,  perhaps,  how  the  sanctu- 
ary looked  the  day  you  were  married,  the  feeling  that  you  had  when 
you  brought  your  children  for  baptism.  You  remember  your  installa- 
tion as  an  officer  in  the  Youth  Fellowship,  Women  or  Men  of  the 
Church.  You  recall  your  ordination  as  deacon  or  elder,  the  way  you 
felt  when  you  first  served  communion. 

Some  of  you  remember  the  comfort  of  the  church  family  during 
times  of  sorrow,  the  inspiration  of  those  who  faced  such  times  with 
faith  that  grew  stronger  and  made  your  faith  stronger  too. 

You  chuckle  as  you  remember  "Miss  Carrie"  as  a  witch  at  the 
Halloween  parties,  the  "bathrobe"  procession  of  the  shepherds  in 
long  ago  Christmas  pageants,  the  time  a  visitor's  wrist  alarm  sound- 
ed during  a  Holy  Week  service,  the  amazement  of  the  congregation 
when  Dr.  Watson  Fairly  continued  to  preach  on  a  Sunday  night  when 
the  lights  in  the  Sanctuary  went  out. 

You  get  a  warm,  lovely  feeling  when  you  think  of  the  sun  coming 
in  through  the  stained  glass  windows;  the  strains  of  beautiful  music 
with  Mrs.  Speir  at  the  piano  in  duo  with  "Mr.  Rob,"  "Miss  Emily"  or 
Terry;  the  joy  of  New  Year's  Eve  Watch  Night  and  Christmas  Eve 
Communion  services;  the  wonder  of  a  child's  expression  when  the 
lights  of  the  Chrismon  tree  gave  it  added  beauty;  Miss  Lucy  Steele's 
Bible  Study  for  the  W^omen  of  the  Church. 

Your  mouth  begins  to  water  when  you  remember  Mrs.  Bogey's 
oysters,  and  tables  filled  with  food  for  Rally  Days  or  Family  night 
suppers  or  special  mission  dinners  with  a  foreign  flavor. 

You  feel  excitement  when  you  realize  that  with  all  of  your  tradi- 
tional worship  orientation  you  have  experienced  God's  presence  also 
as  the  banners  came  in  and  the  choir's  music  had  a  rock  beat. 

You  think  of  caroling  for  the  shutins  and  hot  chocolate  that  burned 
your  tongue.  If  you  were  in  the  choir  you  remember  the  annual 
choir  dinners  at  the  Holdernesses.  You  remember  sewing  machines  in 
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the   Fellowship   Hall,   volunteering   in   the   Day    Care    Center,   filling- 
Christmas  baskets  for  the  needy  or  ditty  bags  for  the  servicemen. 

Memories  are  ours  to  cherish,  to  share,  to  treasure.  We  never  cease 
to  be  grateful  for  them. 

Perhaps  you  are  thinking,  "I  thought  I'd  never  get  to  the  end  of 
this  history."  You  have  not,  for  history  is  being  made  today  and  will 
continue  tomorrow  and  in  the  years  ahead.  God  willing,  the  story  of 
Howard  Memorial  Presbyterian  Church  will  continue  until  that  Day 
we  anticipate  when  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  shall  come  again 
and  take  those  living  to  join  the  Saints  Triumphant.  God  grant  that 
until  that  time  the  witness  of  this  Congregation  will  continue  to  be 
led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  proclaim  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  to  the  glory 
of  God  the  Father!  Amen  and  Amen! 

Yet  she  on  earth  hath  union 
With  God  the  Three  in  One 
And  mystic  Sweet  communion 
With  those  whose  rest  is  won 
O  happy  ones  and  holy! 
Lord,  give  us  grace  that  we, 
Like  them,  the  meek  and  lowly, 
On  high  may  dwell  with  Thee.  Amen. 
— Samuel  J.  Stone 

A  PRAYER 

O  Holy  and  Eternal  God,  whose  temple  is  the  whole  earth  and 
whose  dwelling  place  is  in  the  hearts  of  people,  we  thank  You  for 
Your  church,  made  sacred  by  the  prayers  and  lives  of  others  who  have 
gone  before  us.  May  we,  Your  people,  face  the  future  with  boldness 
and  hope,  remembering  always  to  magnify  the  name  of  Him  who  is 
the  Head  of  the  Church,  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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APPENDIX 

I.  CHARACTER  SKETCHES  OF  CHARTER  MEMBERS  AND 
EARLY  MEMBERS 

Most  of  the  sketches  of  charter  members  of  the  Tarboro  Presby- 
terian Church  are  taken  from  the  "History  of  Howard  Memorial  Pres- 
byterian Church"  by  The  Reverend  Dr.  J.  N.  H.  Summerell.  His  his- 
tory may  be  found  in  Synod's  office  in  Raleigh,  North  Carolina. 

MRS.  ANNA  STAMPS  HOWARD 

It  may  be  said  that,  to  a  large  degree,  the  success  and  organiza- 
tion of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Tarboro  was  due  to  Mrs.  Anna 
Ragland  Stamps  Howard.  She  married  Judge  George  Howard  at 
Milton,  North  Carolina,  December  3,  1861,  shortly  thereafter  coming 
to  Tarboro  as  a  bride.  She  was  a  woman  of  rare  character  and  charm — 
a  strong  Presbyterian  and  capable  of  leadership.  She  was  quiet  and 
unassuming,  yet  of  such  a  forceful  nature  that  her  hope  for  a  Pres- 
byterian church  in  her  town  became  the  dream  of  her  life,  the  burden 
of  her  prayers. 

Assisting  in  the  Christian  work  around  her,  her  heart  held  true 
to  her  desire  and  her  strong  faith,  which  had  early  become  the  firm 
conviction  of  mature  years.  She  was  permitted  to  see  not  only  a 
building  erected,  a  church  organized,  a  congregation  gathered,  but 
also  to  see  her  sons  and  daughters  walking  with  her  as  she  followed 
the  footsteps  of  her  Master.  With  a  heart  full  of  gratitude  and 
praise,  she  saw  her  husband,  largely  led  by  her  quiet  life  of  holy 
trust,  take  for  himself  the  vows  of  the  church. 

With  one  exception,  Romaine  Clark  (Mrs.  David  W.)  Woodard, 
who  lives  in  Wilson,  all  the  grandchildren  have  grown  up  and  served  in 
the  Tarboro  church.  They  are:  Anna  Baker  (Mrs.  W.  E.)  Fenner*,  Sue 
Baker  (Mrs.  W.  W7.)  Green*,  Elizabeth  Baker  (Mrs.  Curtis) 
Sprague,  George  Howard,  Jr.,  Elizabeth  Howard  (Mrs.  Biscoe) 
Howell*,  Rawls  Howard*,  Mary  Chamberlain  Howard  (Mrs.  Dur- 
wood)  Leggett,  Rob  Howard,  Stamps  Howard,  Jr.*,  Romaine  Howard, 
Nelson  Howard*,  Mary  Howard,  George  Allen  Holderness,  Howard 
Holderness,  William  Henry  Holderness*,  Thurston  Holderness,  Anna 
Holderness  (Mrs.  W.  M.)  Transou,  Haywood  Dail  Holderness,  Har- 
riet Holderness  (Mrs.  Lee)  Davis.  (Throughout  the  character  sketches 
the  asterisk  indicated  "deceased.") 
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MRS.  ANNA  HORNE  McNAIR 

Mrs.  McNair  was  the  wife  of  Dr.  Augustus  McNair,  who  for  many 
years  was  an  honored  physician  in  Tarboro.  When  the  church  was 
organized  she  became  a  charter  member,  Dr.  McNair  joining  her  a 
year  later.  One  of  the  "Three  Annas,"  she  was  one  of  the  gentlest  of 
mothers,  greatly  beloved  not  only  in  the  church  but  also  in  the  en- 
tire community. 

Their  four  children  who  remained  in  Tarboro  were  W.  H.  McNair, 
Henry  McNair,  for  many  years  an  elder,  Mary  McNair  (Mrs.  Frank) 
Powell,  and  Anna  McNair  (Mrs.  H.  T.)  Bryan. 

Grandchildren  who  grew  up  in  the  church  here  are:  Henry  McNair, 
Jr.*,  Porter  McNair,  Harvey  McNair,  Anna  Powell  (Mrs.  Ralph) 
West*,  Hester  Powell  (Mrs.  Bracy)  Hamilton*,  Laura  Powell  (Mrs. 
David)  Caldwell,  Mary  Powell*,  Pauline  Powell  (Mrs.  T.  H.)  Saun- 
ders*, Henry  T.  Bryan,  Jr.,  Dudley  Bryan*,  Sarah  Fletcher  Bryan 
and  Augustus  Bryan.* 

MRS.  ANNA  STRONACH  WILKINSON 

There  is  little  recorded  about  this  lovely  lady,  who  was  a  native 
of  Scotland.  She  was  the  wife  of  Professor  Franklin  S.  Wilkinson,  one 
of  the  most  outstanding  men  in  Tarboro.  Headmaster  of  a  thriving 
private  academy,  he  educated  a  majority  of  the  young  people  in  the 
town.  Anna  Wilkinson  was  active  in  the  Women's  work  of  the  church. 
(See  "History  of  the  Women's  Work  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Tarboro,  N.  C",  1939  by  Mrs.  E.  C.  Winslow.)  Her  Christian  life  and 
influence  were  felt  throughout  the  church. 

Several  years  later  she  moved  to  Rocky  Mount  where  several  of  her 
grandchildren  now  live:  Anna  Hughes  Wilkinson  Bean,  W.  Stronach 
Wilkinson,  Jr.,  Louise  Wilkinson,  George  Wimberly  Wilkinson*,  Ellen 
Coburn  Wilkinson  Blackwell  and  Francis  S.  Wilkinson. 

CAPTAIN  ORREN  WILLIAMS 

Captain  Williams  was  a  student  at  Bingham  School  at  Mebane, 
North  Carolina,  when,  in  his  teens,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  furthered  his  education  at  Union  College,  Sche- 
nectady, New  York.  A  captain  in  the  War  between  the  States,  the  title 
clung  to  him  throughout  the  years.  When  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Tarboro  was  organized  no  one  was  more  interested  than  he;  in  fact, 
he  was  made  an  officer  in  the  church,  one  of  the  two  charter  deacons. 
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For  many  years  he  was  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  and 
all  the  children  loved  him.  Always  at  his  post  in  every  activity  of 
the  church,  his  cheery  ways,  his  ever-ready  smile  and  cordial  manner 
were  ever  in  evidence. 

The  beautiful  "Good  Shepherd"  window  in  Howard  Memorial  Pres- 
byterian Church  was  placed  there  in  his  memory,  a  gift  from  the  Sun- 
day School  children  whose  pennies,  nickels  and  dimes  made  possible 
a  memorial  to  one  whom  they  had  "loved  long  since  and  lost  awhile." 

Captain  Williams'  son,  Leon  A.  Williams,  was  the  first  child  to  be 
baptized  in  the  Tarboro  Presbyterian  Church  (Feb.  15,  1874.  See 
Church  Register,  Book  #1,  1874-1909.) 

MR.  J.  D.  CUMMING 

Mr.  J.  D.  Cumming  had  been  an  elder  in  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Wilmington,  N.  C,  when  he  came  to  the  Tarboro  church.  It 
was  fitting  that  he,  already  ordained,  became  one  of  the  two  charter 
elders. 

MRS.  SMITH  MABRY 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  W.  Smith  (Mrs.  J.  H.  Mabry)  was  a  teacher  in 
Manlius,  New  York,  when  she  came  to  Tarboro.  She  was  a  tall,  queen- 
ly woman  with  a  gracious  manner.  A  charter  member  of  the  church, 
she  soon  returned  to  Manlius  where  her  son  was  living. 

One  distinction  she  had,  whenever  she  went  to  church  she  always 
wore  a  large,  handsome  Cairngorm  stone  from  Scotland,  the  hand- 
somest brooch  ever  seen  in  this  town. 

MR.  HENRY  A.  WALKER 

Mr.  Henry  A.  Walker  was  connected  with  some  printing  business 
or  with  a  newspaper.  He  was  regarded  as  a  dependable  and  efficient 
man,  for  not  only  was  he  one  of  the  first  two  elders  in  the  church 
but  he  also  was  called  upon  to  lead  services  in  the  absence  of  the 
minister  and  as  interim  minister  between  pastorates. 

MR.  F.  S.  ROYSTER 

Mr.  F.  S.  Royster  was  a  native  of  Granville  County,  North  Caro- 
lina. Energetic,  conscientious,  he  early  became  quite  a  factor  in  the 
church  of  his  father,  becoming  an  officer  therein.  His  wife  was  a 
sister  of  Mrs.  Anna  Stamps  Howard,  also  from  Milton.  Always  present 
at  all  the  services  of  the  sanctuary,  he  was  faithful  and  diligent, 
gaining  through  the  years  a  reputation  for  integrity.  He  became  the 
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head  of  a  gigantic  fertilizer  business  in  Norfolk,  Virginia,  which  stands 
today  as  a  monument  to  his  vision. 

In  191G  the  Chair  of  Christian  Missions  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia,  was  established  by  Mr.  Royster.  (See 
"Union  Seminary  Bulletin,"  March  1974) 

CAPTAIN  E.  R.  STAMPS 

Captain  Stamps  was  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Anna  Howard.  As  he  moved 
to  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  after  a  residence  in  Tarboro  of  only  two 
or  three  years,  it  is  assumed  that  he  was  reading  law  with  Judge 
Howard  while  living  in  Tarboro. 

MRS.  BYTHEL  MABREY 

Mrs.  Bythel  Mabrey,  always  bright  and  cheery,  lived  with  her 
daughter,  Lizzie,  in  their  house  on  Main  Street  near  the  Tar  River 
Bridge.  In  later  years  she  moved  uptown,  near  the  manse.  A  devoted 
Christian,  she  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  W.  A.  Hart. 

MRS.  SALLY  DREW 

"Mrs.  Sally  Drew  was  an  invalid  for  years.  This  was  a  peculiarity 
of  hers,  that  whenever  she  had  a  painful  attack  of  her  disease,  the 
nature  of  which  I  cannot  now  remember,  she  felt  that  another  mat- 
tress was  needed  on  her  bed,  so  gradually  the  height  of  her  bed  in- 
creased so  that  just  before  she  passed  away,  anyone  entering  her 
chamber  had  to  look  up  to  see  her  in  bed.  I  counted  fourteen  such 
mattresses.  Her  husband  rigged  up  a  queer  combination  of  straps, 
belts,  and  buckles,  just  over  her  bed,  and  fastened  to  the  ceiling  by 
which  through  pulleys  she  could  be  conveniently  lowered  into  an  easy 
chair  while  her  bed  was  being  beaten  up.  The  week  after  she  was 
laid  away,  her  husband  went  to  Richmond,  Va.,  which  was  the  last 
heard  of  him  by  any  of  his  wife's  church  people."  (Summerell  history) 

MR.  D.  G.  GILLESPIE 

Professor  Gillespie  came  from  Maine,  and  for  years  conducted  a 
school  in  the  town  of  Tarboro.  His  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Primi- 
tive Baptist  Church  and  was  a  true  helpmate  to  him.  He  was  a  pati- 
ent, modest  man,  generally  in  his  place  at  church,  and  always  facing 
the  future  with  hope  and  faith.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gillespie  were  the 
parents  of  a  daughter,  Daisy  Gillespie  (Mrs.  Harry  Smith)  whose 
three  children  Gillespie,  Gilman  and  Daisy*  grew  up  in  the  Tarboro 
church. 
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MRS.  DONALD  WILLIAMS 

The  first  person  to  unite  with  the  church  on  profession  of  faith 
after  its  organization  in  1874  was  Mrs.  Donald  Williams.  Of  Primi- 
tive Baptist  ancestry  and  persuasion,  she  came  into  the  Presbyterian 
church  bringing  with  her  three  children  and  claiming  for  them  the 
promises  through  baptism.  Throughout  the  years  these  children  rati- 
fied in  their  lives  the  vows  their  mother  took  before  they  could  under- 
stand them.  These  children  are:  Eugenia  Williams  (Mrs.  Alec  M. 
Fairley) ,  Annie  Williams  (Mrs.  Henry  Cuthrell) ,  and  Dr.  Donald 
Williams. 

"Miss  Pat,"  as  she  was  affectionately  called,  was  a  true  steward  of 
her  home,  which  was  a  haven  for  all  people  —  the  lonely,  the  friend- 
less, the  down-and-out  —  a  home  where  one  always  received  the  gift 
of  understanding  and  love.  The  church  people  made  it  their  home. 
Often  on  Wednesday  night,  after  prayer  meeting,  the  whole  meeting 
would  adjourn  to  go  to  "Miss  Pat's."  One  who  remembers  says  that 
never  was  a  cruel  or  criticizing  word  ever  uttered  in  that  home. 

The  beautiful  home  on  St.  James  Street  still  stands  and  is  owned 
by  one  of  our  elders,  Herbert  H.  Taylor,  Jr.,  who  uses  it  to  house 
his  law  office. 

CAPTAIN  R.  C.  BROWN 

Captain  R.  C.  Brown  and  his  gentle  Christian  wife,  Anne  Elizabeth 
Purvis  Brown,  had  long  been  affiliated  with  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church,  being  regarded  as  warm  adherents  and  supporters,  though 
not  members.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  a  daughter,  Mamie  Brown, 
a  devout,  Christian  young  woman.  W7hile  attending  Peace  Institute  in 
Raleigh  she  united  with  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  there.  She 
met  an  early  death.  Because  of  her  faith  and  her  effective  witness  for 
her  Savior,  every  member  of  the  Brown  family  united  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Tarboro,  and  their  descendants  have  never  de- 
viated from  their  resolve. 

Captain  Brown,  later  an  elder,  possessed  in  abundance  gifts  of  zeal, 
generosity,  faithfulness  and  readiness  to  undertake  any  service  for 
the  advancement  of  God's  work.  Truly  a  great  Christian  this  faith 
was  passed  on  to  his  children  and  his  children's  children.  "For  the 
promise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  children  .  .  ."      (Acts  2:39) 
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MISS  MELLIE  HANKS 

Miss  Mellie  Hanks  later  joined  her  husband,  Mr.  J.  R.   Gaskill, 

in  the  Episcopal  church,  but  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Thad  Hussey,  and 
the  grandchildren  are  loyal  members  of  the  church  of  which  Miss 
Mellie  Hanks  was  a  charter  member.  These  grandchildren  are:  Thad 
Hussey,  Jr.,  Elizabeth  Hussey  Mitchell  and  Mellie  Hanks  Hussey 
(Mrs.  Howard)  Hickey. 

II.  A  LIST  OF  MINISTERS  AND  THEIR  DATES  OF  SERVICE 

T.  J.  Allison  1875  -  1877 

D.C.Rankin  1877-1879 

L.  H.  Baldwin  1879  -  1880 

R.  A.  Wailes  1880  - 1882 

J.  N.  H.  Summerell  1883  -  1895 

John  B.  Morton  1895  -  1902 

Ralph  Wallace  Alexander  1902-1910 

Henry  Clay  Nelson    (Assistant)  1908-1911 

James  Eustace  Ballou  1910  -  1915 

Frank  F.  Jones    (Assistant)  1911  -  1913 

Lewis  Lancaster  1915 

R.  A.  Lapsley,  Jr.  1915  -  1922 

N.  M.  Fleming,  Jr.  (Assistant)  1917  -  1921 

Daniel  Iverson  1922  -  1926 

J.  L.  Yandell   (Assistant)  1923  -  1926 

Thomas  L.  Harnsberger  1927  -  1929 

Chester  Alexander  1930  -  1942 

Norton  Denby   (Assistant)  1942  -  1944 

Robert  S.  Hough  1944  -  1951 

Frank  R.  Elder  (Interim)  1951  -  1953 

James  B.  Ficklen  1953  -  1957 

Frank  R.  Elder   (Interim)  1957  -  1958 

Wellford  Hobbie  1958  -  1963 

Samuel  S.  Wiley  (Interim)  1963  - 1964 

Irving  R.  Stubbs  1964  -  1967 

Robert  E.  Burns,  III  1968- 

III.  DIRECTORS  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

Allene  Rose    (Mrs.  Milton  Boone)  1950-1953 

Martha  Lou  Anderson  1955  -  1961 

Barbara  Bailey  (Mrs.  Charles  McBryde)  1965  -  1967 

Terry  Michael  Coley  1967  - 
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IV.  A  LIST  OF  ELDERS  AND  CLERKS  OF  SESSION^ 
OF  ORDINATION  INDICATED 


DATE 


James  D.  Cummings,  1874 
Henry  A.  Walker,  1874 
Orren  Williams,  1878 
F.  S.  Royster,  1878 

*  James  J.  Whitehurst,  1883 
Barnabus  Evans,  1887 
Robert  C.  Brown,  1892 
George  Howard,  1897 

*J.  E.  Kelly,  1901 

R.  B.  Peters,  Sr.,  1905 
*Harry  Smith,  1905 

T.  F.  Marrow,  1914 

H.B.  Smith,  1914 

R.  H.Bachman,  1916 

John  R.  Pender,  1916 

C.  P.  McCluer,  1921 

R.  G.Allsbrook,  1921 

W.  Thaddeus  Hussey,  Sr.,  1921 

H.  H.Taylor,  Sr.,  1925 

H.B.McNair,  Sr.,  1930 
*J.  C.  Gardner,  1930 

Don  Williams,  1935 

H.  H.  Palmer,  Sr.,  1935 

R.B.Peters,  Jr.,  1935 

*  J.  H.Brown,  1935 

H.  S.  Hussey,  Sr.,  1942 
T.A.Wiggins,  1942 
*M.L.  Cromartie,  1942 
J.  T.  Sadler,  1942 
R.  M.  Cosby,  1946 


L.  H.  Fountain,  1946 
George  B.  Moore,  1946 
Milton  J.  Moye,  Sr.,  1946 
H.  H.  Taylor,  Jr.,  1946 
John  L.Smith,  1951 

*J.  S.  Bramham,  1951 
W.  W.  Green,  1954 
H.  D.  Holderness,  Sr.,  1954 
A.D.Mizell,Jr.  1954 
A.C.  Speir,  Sr.,  1954 
Howard  S.  Hussey,  Jr.,  1959 

*  James  C.  Marrow,  Sr.,  1959 
H.  H.  Palmer,  Jr.,  1959 
E.  L.  Roberson,  Jr.,  1959 
David  S.  Cook,  1964 
Romaine  Howard,  Sr.,  1964 
R.  E.  Lawerence,  Jr.,  1964 
Charles  E.  Hussey,  1970 
Edward  P.  Kittinger,  Sr.,  1970 
R.B.Peters,  III,  1970 
John  I.  Brooks,  Jr.,  1971 
Janie  Dillard  Whaley,  1971 
Radford  B.  Bailey,  Sr.,  1971 
W.T.  Decker,  Sr.,  1972 
W.A.Gilbert,  1972 
A.  Whitfield  Fountain,  1973 
Kathleen  B.  Moore,  1973 
Thomas  J.  Porter,  1974 
Elise  Taylor  Carpenter,  1974 
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V.  A  LIST  OF  DEACONS  AND 
TION 

Orren  Williams,  1874 
Edward  R.  Stamps,  1874 
John  J.  White,  1875 
F.  S.  Royster,  1875 
A.  11.  McNair,  1878 
William  Henry  Yates,  1878 
Robert  C.  Brown,  1887 
A.  Williamson,  1887 
W.  F.  Hargrove,  1892 
George  Howard,  1892 
R.  B.Peters,  Sr.,  1892 
H.  B.  McNair,  Sr.,  1897 
Harry  Smith,  1897 
Clarence  A.  Johnson,  1901 
Don  Williams,  1905 
W.  S.  Howard,  Sr.,  1905 
W.  A.  Hart,  1907 
H.H.  Taylor,  Sr.,  1916 
Walter  G.  Sugg,  1916 
W.  Thaddeus  Hussey,  Jr.,  1916 
C.P.  McClure,  1917 
Howard  S.  Hussey,  Sr.,  1921 
John  R.  Pender,  Jr.,  1921 
Rawls  Howard,  Sr.,  1921 
David  Andrews,  1921 
Robert  Sugg,  1921 
W.  C.  Bogey,  1921 
T.  H.Britt,  1921 
W.  J.  Eason,  Sr.,  1921 
C.C.Todd,  1923 
R.B.Peters,  Jr.,  1923 
J.J.Love,  1923 


THEIR  DATES  OF  ORDINA- 

E.  Frank  Andrews,  1923 

J.  T.  Sadler,  1930 

M.L.  Cromartie,  Sr.,  1935 

Samuel  A.  McConkey,  Sr.,  1935 

Julian  B.  Fenner,  1935 

T.  Ashby  Wiggins,  1935 

Robert  M.  Cosby,  1935 

Ashley  C.  Speir,  Sr.,  1935 

James  C.  Marrow,  Sr.,  1935 

C.  W.  Mayo,  Jr.,  1935 

E.  L.  Daughtridge,  1942 

H.  H.  Taylor,  Jr.  1942 

Harvey  B.  McNair,  Jr.,  1942 

H.  D.  Holderness,  Sr.,  1942 

Sam  H.  West,  1942 

L.H.Fountain,  1942 

Romaine  Howard,  Sr.,  1942 

Edward  L.  Roberson,  Jr.,  1942 

Bruce  Fountain,  1946 

W.H.StellSr.,  1946 

A.D.Mizell,Jr.,  1946 

R.  A.  Lindsey,  1946 

George  H.  Fountain,  1946 

E.  W.  Olschner,  1947 

J.  S.  Bramham,  1947 

V.  E.  Fountain,  Sr.,  1947 

M.S.Brown,  1947 

H.S.  Hussey,  Jr.,  1949 

Alva  Clark,  1949 

R.  E.  Lawerence,  Jr.,  1950 

Rob  Howard,  1952 

R.  M.  Fountain,  Sr.,  1952 


84 


W.  R.  Martin,  1952 

Joe  Fryer,  1953 

E.  H.  Marrow,  Jr.,  1953 

R.  B.  Peters,  III,  1953 

T.  J.  Porter,  Sr.,  1953 

W.T.  Decker,  1954 

Charles  E.  Hussey,  Sr.,  1954 

H.  H.  Palmer,  Jr.,  1954 

Earl  West,  Jr.,  1954 

Jesse  W.  Rogerson,  1955 

W.  Vernon  Sawyer,  1955 

Paul  D.  Shirley,  1955 

W.  J.  Ausbon,  1957 

John  Whaley,  1957 

Earl  Cooper,  1959 

R.  B.  Cashwell,  1959 

T.  C.  Muse,  1959 

L.  A.  Corning,  III,  1960 

J.  B.  Carlisle,  1960 

E.  B.  Gammons,  Sr.,  1960 

Vann  Taylor,  Sr.,  1960 

Radford  B.  Bailey,  Sr.,  1958 

David  S.  Cook,  Sr.,  1961 

J.  Ralph  Dunn,  1961 

Edward  P.  Kittinger,  Sr.,  1961 

Harry  W.  Alderman,  Sr.,  1961 

V.  H.  Creech,  Jr.,  1961 

C.W.  Mayo,  III,  1961 

Carl  Dawson,  1962 

Prescott  L.  Martin,  Sr.,  1962 

Edward  Hanke,  1963 


Allen  Lee  Harrell,  Sr.,  1963 
Ben  C.  Mayo,  II,  1963 
Norris  W.  Smith,  Sr.,  1965 
Clarence  E.  Sytz,  1965 
Joseph  N.  Calvert,  1966 
H.  H.  Grumpier,  1966 
Richard  H.  Denton,  Jr.,  1966 
W.  D.  Edmondson,  1966 
John  I.  Brooks,  Jr.,  1967 
Lawrence  B.  Spain,  1967 
John  Young,  1967 
A.  Whitfield  Fountain,  1968 
S.L.Jones,  1968 
George  T.  Pate,  1968 
W.A.Gilbert,  1969 
Athalea  May  Brown,  1970 
Lucille  Turner  Fountain,  1970 
F.  J.  Karaus,  1971 
T.  Spencer  Bailey,  1971 
Betty  Gray  Parker  Creech,  1971 
S.S.Dixon,  1971 
Elise  Taylor  Carpenter,  1972 
Cecil  G.  Batchelor,  Sr.,  1972 
D.  Hart  Gaskill,  1972 
George  Almon  Goodwin,  1972 
Lindsey  R.  Whitehurst,  1972 
Thomas  E.  Page,  1972 
Rhine  G.  Fecho,  1973 
J.  Randall  Page,  1973 
Edward  C.  Winslow,  Jr.,  1973 
Guy  Franklin  Alford,  Jr.,  1974 
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VI.  PRESIDENTS  OF  THE  WOMEN  OF  THE  CHURCH  AND 
HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 

PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  S.  N.  Harrell 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Baker 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Gardner 

Mrs.E.C.  Winslow 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Hussey,  Sr. 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Brown 

Mrs.  M.  S.  Brown 

Mrs.  J.  R.Porter 

Mrs.  R.  H.  Williams 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Decker 

Mrs.  V.  H.  Creech,  Jr. 

Mrs.  R.B.Peters,  III 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hussey  Mitchell 

Mrs.  V.H.Creech,  Jr. 

Mrs.  E.  L.  Roberson 

Mrs.  Hassell  Thigpen 

Mrs.R.  B.Peters,  III 

Mrs.  John  R.  Carpenter 

Mrs.  C.  W.  Mayo,  III 

Mrs.  Franklin  Winslow 

HONORARY  LIFE  MEMBERSHIPS 

*  Received  also  a  Presbyterial  Life  Membership 
**Reeeived  only  a  Presbyterial  Life  Membership 

1942  Anne  Gardner  Ardt  ** 

1943  Alice  Howard  Cobb 

1945  Annie  Cummings  Bogey 

1946  Athalea  May  Brown  * 

1947  Isabel  Fairley  Harrell  * 

1947  Margaret  Davis  Winslow 

1948  Susan  Wooten  Hussey 
1948  Anna  MacNair  Bryan 
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1948  Elizabeth  Howard  Baker  * 

1953  Kathleen  Britt  Moore  * 

1957  Elsiline  Felton  Speir 

1957  Margarette  McCluer  Youngblood 

1965  Nancy  Braswell  Holderness 

1966  Elise  Taylor  Carpenter 

1967  Katie  Barbee  Hart 

1967  Claribel  Fountain  Gaines 

1968  Minnie  Lou  Parker  Creech 

1968  Lucille  Turner  Fountain 

1969  Mary  Agnes  Marks  Roberson 

1969  Alice  Garrett  West 

1970  Lula  Hackney  Ruff  in  Thigpen 

1970  Helen  Wynn  Rogerson 

1971  Margie  Hollo  well  Clark 
1973  Willie  Sherer  Mizell 

1973  Glennes  Dodge  W7eeks 

1974  Louise  Green  Carlisle 

VII.  THE  CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE 

Centennial  Chairman:  R.  Brookes  Peters,  Jr. 
Centennial  Secretary:  Margie  Hollowell  Clark 
Advisory  Members:  Robert  E.  Burns,  III 
Terry  Michael  Coley 
Historial  Committee:    R.  Brookes  Peters,  Mary  Wooten  Peters,  A. 

Whitfield  Fountain 
Special  Services:  William  A.  Gilbert,  H.  H.  Palmer,  Jr. 
Homecoming:  Directors:  James  Bramham,  Anne  Moye  Mayo,  H.  H. 

Taylor 
Invitations:    Lucille  Turner  Fountain,  Ethleen  Brown 
Program:  Frances  McClure  Peters 

Arrangements:    Lula   Hackney   Thigpen,   Betty    Gray 
Creech 
Picture  Committee:    A.  Harvey  McNair,  Eugenia  VanLandingham, 

Gilman  Smith 
Historical  Display;  Martha  B.  Brooks,  Romaine  Howard 
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